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PREFACE 


Ec DT S acknowledg'd, that 'Sove- 
+ 1eign Princes, when T hey en 
Do ter into the Liſts of Diſpu 

SAFE, tation, may be anſwer d, as 

<4 SQ well as Private Men : for 

then they Command not, but only Argue, - 
ſpeak their Opinion, and Inflrudt The An- 

ſwerer is not therefore blam'd for appearing 
on the contrary Side to our late Sovereign of 

Bleſſed Memory, whoſe Papers were for that 

Reaſon made Public, that every man might 

have the liberty of conſidering them, and of 

making a free and upright Judgment COn- 
cerning them. Accordingly it hath pleas'd 

Almighty God, by means of them, to: open 

the Unde! ſtanding, and dire the Will of 

many ſober and well-meaning Readers, im the 
knowledge of his only True Church, and the 
defire of being united to it. The great Suc- 
ceſs of Foe as it is manifeſt to the World, 


"'A\:'2 + 
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fo in al! probability hath occaſion'd the An- 


ſmer, by one W 00 talls himſelf a Sor. of the 
Chir of Enzland ; land. who gives zt as 
the Reaſon ſ hh publiſhing his Pampblet, 
Phat te Papers thus| difpersd 10 Print, 
nay {a} " int 0 many Hands, who, without 
ome Afliitince, | may. not rcadily | rclolve 
{o1mC D; iiculcies ſtarred by them. Upon 
which Conſideration, this Author thought it 
not UNDCCOMING his Duty to God and 
the King, tO give a clearcr Light ro the 
Things contained ih them :| Which tot long 
after be explains, in relation at leaſt tothe 
Firſt Paper, wherein he could haye been 
olad to have found. as much Reaſon to 
CONVINCC, as there was a fair Appearance 
ro deceive. Now whether the King intend- 
4 to deceive his People, or that the Deceit 


might be occaſion d by Hs Writings, 1 leave 


our Author to expounid, But in general, to 
clear Difficulties, and diſcover a Conuſenave, 1 


freely, grant, not to be unbecoming of our Duty, 
An Ani yer then may\ be made, even to a_ 
fling ; but the Manner of Anſwer ing is like- 


wiſe to be conſider d | 4nd furely there 1s 


ſomewhat more of\ Re ed to be piven\to a 
Sovereton Prince, than 10. 4 common orpri- 
|vate 
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. ate Diſputant ; eſpecially if the Anſwere) 
be his Subjef. The Cardinal of Peronne. 
tho' a Forreigner, has obſerv 4 this Decency i: 
the Controverſie manag d betwixt our /ino 
JAMES the Firſt and him. Luther, on the 
other fide, has made a German 2uarrel 
with HENRY the Eighth, without ailowino 
Him lo much as the Name of [ſing ; but in 
the beginning of his Anſwer, calling Hin 
| barely by His Chriſtnd Name, and uſing Him 
afterward as familiarly and ſcurriloujly, as 
if Martyn and Harry had been two Sophi- 
' ſters, ſer wp to wrangle in the Schools, at 
their two confronting Desks. After the ſame 
' manner, and not without a convenient hare 
of Impudence , has Milton treated Hin 
CHARLES. the Fir/t;” but he had caſt oj 
the Toke of Dominion before he an{wer'd, and 
of a Subject was become a Rebel. To ſpeak 
evil of Dignittes, is not muci recommended 
to us in the Holy Scriptures : and whether 
he be Catholic 6; Proteſtant, ( Tros: Ruwat- 
Inſyc tuat-----) who manaves a Diſpute in 
this manner, neither Church ought to be over- 
proud of ſuch a Champion. Now whether 
' | our Anſwerer has follow'd the Kxample of 
Peronne; or whetber be has not ome. little 
lnclnure 
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tinflure of Luther's Mannerlineſs, and the 
Civility of Milton, /et the impartial Rea- , 
ders of his Pampblet,' nay, let even all mo- 
deft and dutiful Proteſtants be Fudges. 1 
name not here the Paſſages, which are 
either diſreſpeTful in relation to the Late 
Ming, or to the Preſent, nor the Pedan- 


"tique Cavils, nor the private Sceffs, which 


have tender d our Author juſtly odions to the 


ſober Men even of his own Party : Put if he 


will look upon this as a bare Accuſation, with- 
oat Proof, I ſhall endeavour to make it good 
upon his Summons. | In the mean time, tho”, 
as. he alledges, it be no Refleftion on the Au- 


thority of a Prince, for a private Subje to 


examine a Piece of Coin as to its juſt Value, 
wotwithſtanding that it bears his Image and 


Superſeription ont ; yet the Anſwerer ought 


270 be cautious of decrying that Coin among 
his Fellow-Subjefts, unleſs he can fully prove 
it to beCounterfeit : But he might have made 
amore proper, and leſs invidious Similitude, 
by comparing the King's Paper to a Medal, 
rather than to Coind Money ; It bears the 
Figure of one Monarch, | and is Diſtributed 
to the People by another : Tis a Largeſs, not 
impos d on any Man ; it may either be taken, 

or 
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or refusd. But both thoſe Aions ought to 
be accompanied with Reſpe#t ; the Mctal and 
the Weight may be examin d, without phil- 
lipping it up into the Air : for the Image, the 
Saperſcription, and the Donor, ought all to 
ſecure it from Contempt. E 

To conclude, If the Anſwerer thinks it not 
unbecoming. his Duty to God and the King, to 
give a clearer Light to the Things contain'd 
in thoſe Papers, I know it not to be unbecom- 
ing mine, to defend the Honour of both our 
Princes, and the Truth of that Religion pro- 
feſs'd by them, which has hletndeT without 
interruption from our Bleſſed Saviour and 
his Apoſtles, even to us. In ſo doing, I hope 
I hail diſcover the foul Dealing of this Au- 
thor, who has obſcur d, as much as he js able, 
the Native Luſtre of thoſe Papers, and re- 
cemmende:d by a falſe Light his own ſophi- 
ftirated Ware; part of which may certainly 
deſerve the cleareſt Light which can be gi- 
wen it by the Hands of the Under-Sheriff, or 
of ſomebody whom I will not name. 
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A Defence of the Firſt Paper. 


little need of Apology, become the 
Antagoniſt, as I the Champion of a 
King and Princeſs, and that the cowar- 
diſe of delaying Time, ſuits ill with 
the Preſumption of entring into ſuch a Quarrel ; I 
{hall 


S I think the Anſwerer may, with as 


. 


4 Defence of 


ſhall loſe none in ſcanning the Preliminary Difcour- 
les'of my Adverfary,'or making any. tor mv lclt. 

His Majeſty fays in. his firſt L incs, That 77 1s as 
TAE os that th 2 Ser. 'pture is in Tint, thit nonc can 
{e "Duc Churel which Chriſt has here on Farth, but 
that which is cafſed the Roman Catholic Chun 'F and 

t! "ut thkfe 'S NO NICE to enter into the Occan of Pare 
icalar \D i[pates, when the mann, and 1H truth only 
*y | 236 is, Where that Church is. 

The Anſwerer, who had a mind to flourifh, bcfore 
he otlered to pals, fays firſt: That if partic? bar Con: 
troverſres could be ended, by a Principle as wiſible as 
that\the Scripture 1S 1h ' PE all Mex of ſence would 


[con give over Diſputing. And what if they did ? 


The foocner, the beiter, I ſhould thin For Chri- 
ſt1ans, ſure might without any harm become unant- 


' mous in their Sentiments, all of one Hearr, and one 


Soul again, and lay Diſputing aſide : As truly I 
belicyve they would, it the Apoſtle could prevail 
v/ith them, to lay aſide all Anger, and Malice, and 
Indignation. For Diſputes , alas! continue, not 
becaule Truth is not viſible, but becauſe Men will 

rot ſubmit their Sence to Grace, but ſtrain it, in ſtead 
o: eniing, Diſputes, to keep them up, and render 
:nv ſivle the moſt viſiblethings in the World. 

[1 our preſent Caſe, it His Majeſty, 19 ficad of 
a; wihþe,| had. ſaid, the Church is more vifvle than 
cripture,| He w ould haveihad a very great Man to 
_ Hi iSparr. For which do's the Antwerer thinls 
3s the | more viſible of the two, the thing which 15 


, 


BY. 4 


JEEW, ON tnat Ly which it 1s ſeen? And he knows 


Fo . 


iho ld, / would not belreve the Goſpel, unleſs the 
Auty\grety of the Catholic, Church had moved me. 


it COMMUTE Autlioritas, | Atg.itont. Epic, Fund, CV. 


And 


the Firſt Paper. 


And this 1s, 1n truth, the Caſe of every Body. But 
evidently S. Augu(tin's Eycs, as good as they were, 
did not ſee the Scripture, but by the Catholic, .that 
15, the Roman Catliolic Church. For that, the An- 
(yercr knows, was the Catholic Church with which 
he communicated, 

Then he gives a_ Reaſon why Diſputing would 
ccale, viz. Becauſe none who dare believe what they 
fee, can call Scriptures being in Print in queſtion ; 
winch by making nothing viſible, which can be cal- 
Iced in queſtion, makes it not- viſible that Scripture is 
in. Print. For he knows the far greateſt part 9 
Mankind, all Infidels and Mahumetans, do actually 
call Scripture in queſtion at this day ; he knows ma- 
ny Chriſtians have queſtioned divers Parts of it 
heretofore ; and He himſelf ſtill queſtions ſome, as 
viſibly in Print as any of the reſt. But to queſtion 
whether the Book in Print be Scripture, is maniteſt- 
ly to queſtion whether Scripture be in Print. And 
ſo in one breath he ſays ze zs, in the next 2? 7s not 
viſible that Scripture 1s in Print. But we will not 
fall out about Matters which import not. 

But, goes he on, what if the Church, whoſe Au- 
thority it is. ſaid they maſt ſubmit to, will not aJow 
them to believe what they ſee? Why then that 
Church, it he take Believing /?rit/y, agrees with 
all Mankind. For as every body knows that Faith 
is of things not ſeen, none can allow we properly 


believe w:1.. we ſee. But it he take the Word /arge- * 
ly, I kaow of no Church which allows not People © 


to believe all they fee. TI do indeed know of one, 
which would be glad People would nor believe they 
ſee, what they ſee not, nor by their Sentes can ſee. 
AnEye may ſee the Colour of a thing, and an Ear 
| D |2 Near 
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A Defence of 
hear the Sound it makes, &c. but what this colour- 
ed, or ſounding thing is, often needs more than the 


Senſes to diſcover. For the hat of a thing is not 
the Object of any Senle. 


Flow then, 1ays he, can this be a ſufficient Reaſon to 
perſuade them to believe the Church, becauſe it. is as viſi- 
. ble as that the Scripture is in Print 2 I am forfy, 


that to know our Duty, is not with him ſufficient 
reaſon to do it. We all know by the Evangeliſt, 
that Chriſt left Commillion 7to teach all Nations ; 
and by the Apoſtle, that there are Pa/tors and Dos» 
tors appointed to build us up into the Vuity of Faith, 


and prevent our being Circumvented by Errour. And 


whatever he do's, I take it to be my Duty to learn 
of thoſe, who are appointed, and have Commuſſton 
trom Chriſt to teach, when tis viſible who they 
arc. p 
His following conceit| of uſing and renouncing 
our Tos, and indeed, all hitherto ſaid, might have 
very well been ſpar'd : For there is nothing yet which 
relates to our Buſineſs. It he thinks Kings and their 
Writipgs are not above Sporting, the Matter I am 
ſure 1s. | 
. The ſubſtance of what he ſays, when he thinks to 
paſs in|earnelt, is, 1. That a Part i not the Whole, 
and the Roman he takes tobe only a part of the Ca- 
tholic Church. 2. That Roman Catholic is*an Ex- 
preſſion found, neither in|zhe Creeds, nor Office of 
Baptiſm even at preſent. | 3. That the Rowan do's 
not her \ſelf believe ſhe is the Catholic Church of the 
Creeds, | becauſe ſhe admits| the validity of Baptiſm 
adminiſtred out of her Communion. And laſtly, 
That there may be different Communions of Chrijtt- 
ans, which may ſtill continue parts of the Catholic 
| Church : 


EY 


Pre” 
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the Firſt Paper. 
Church ; for inſtance, the Holy Biſhops and Mar- | 
tyrs, who, he ſays, were Excommunicated hereto- 
tore in Aja and Afric, and the Eaſtern Chriſtians at 
this Day. 


For his firſt Riddle of a Part, and Whole, _ may 


thank his Inadvertence. The Paper do's not ſay, 
that the Roman is the Catholic Church ; 'but that the 


Roman Catholic u the one Church of Chriſt, As Ro- 
man alone may-ſignity the Dioceſs under the imme- 
cate Government 'of the Biſhop of Rome, which ne- 
ver did, nor can more pretend to be the Catholic 
Church, than the Church of Laodicea, or Epheſus, 
or any other particular Church ; the Paper by joyn- 
ing Catholic to it, ſhews it ſpeaks of her, and all 
joyn'd in Communion with her, and all whoybe- 
lieve as her Communion believes, . whether they -be 
joyn'd in External Communion or no. For it 1s ap- 
parent, by his Majeſties talking all along: ot matters 
of Faith, and no where of any thing elle ; that he 
minded nothing but Faith, and conſidered the 
Church with reſpect only to Faith. Now I beſeech 
him, is this Roman Catholic, ever the leſs viſibly the 
one Church of Chriſt, becauſe a Part is not a 
Whole ? Of what will he make that Whole, but of 
all the Parts? And do's not Cathoiic ſignity all the 
Parts? Or is it the leſs Catholic ; is any part taken out, 
becauſe the particular Romas is put in? By the way, 
becauſe He often mentions the Rowan Church, with- 
out adding Catholic, let me here, to avoid Repetitt- 
ons, declare once for all, That I ſhall underſtand 
him of the Romay Catholic, wherever the Circum- 
ſtances of the place"determine not the Senle to the 
particular Church of Rowe. For he means not I 
tuppoſe, to talk of one Church, white His Majeſty 


talks of anotner, Upon 
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Upon the Second Head, he asks, If thoſ&who 
made the Creeds for oar direction, had intended the 
Roman Catholic Church, why was it not ſo expreſſed? 
He might have anſwered himleit, For he knows, 
as well as I, that the Reaſon was, becauſe Language 
always changes with Times. As there were no ſuch 
Dreams of the Roman Church, when the Creeds 
were made, as now, 1t had been a very ſuperfluous, 


and a very unaccountable piece of Care, to have 


ſaid Roman in a Word by it ſelf, which was alread 
ſaid by. the Word Catholic, and fo by all the World 
underſtood. Now there are who will have her, 
{ome a corrupt Part of the Catholic Church, ſome 
none at all; who have a mind to let People know, 
they take her for a Part, and a found, and the prin- 
cipal Part, and yet would fave Words, have light on 
a thrifty way of ſaying all in ſhort, by Roman-Cas 
fhelte.. \:: | 

He ſays beſides, That this Limiration, as he calls 
it, of the Senſe of Chriſt's Catholic Church to the 
Roman, was never put | to Perſons to be Baptiz'd, in 
any Age of the Church. And, That he finds not in the 
Office of Baptiſm, that it 1s required that they believe 
the Roman Catholic Church. As it the Roman Bap- 
tiſm, by requiring beliet of the Catholic, did not 
require belief of the Roman Catholic Church. If 
he think in earneſt that it do's not, jet him preſent 
a Man to this Baptiſm, who profeſles not to believe 
the Roman Cathohc Church, and try whether his 
profeſſing to believe the Catholic Church will ob- 
tainit, Herefles not that the Limitation, which 
is in this Exprefſion, Roman Catholic Church, comes 
not from Roman, but from Church, That Word in- 
deed always limits the Expreſſion-to thoſe who be- 

; : leve, 


the, Firſt Paper. 

lieve, and ſometimes to thoſe who practiſe the Do- 
Qrrine of Chriſt. Rowan neither makes nor marrs, 
as to Limitation, but owns the Romans tor ſuch 
Chriſtiaris. Taking in thoſe, whom Injuſtice would 
kcep out, 15, it ſeems, Limitation in his Language. 

As it griev'd him in likelihood, that this Expreſli- 
on, as viſible as that the Scripture is in Print, thould 


be applied to the Rowan Catholic Church, he had a . 


mind to retort it upon her ; but very unluckily chu- 


ſes to do it, in an Aſtertion contrary to the ſenſe of 


all the World, beſides himſelt ; and by an Argument 
contrary to the ſenſe of the whole Church, not ex- 
cepting his own. He ſays then, 1n his third Head, 


\ That ze & to him equally viſible, that the Church of 


Rome zt felf do's not believe that it is the one Cas 
tholic Church mentioned in the two Creeds ; and this 
every body, but he, plainly fees it do's: And proves 
it by this Argument, Becaule, if it did, 7t muj/t void 
all Baptiſm out of its Communion, which it hath ne- 
ver yet done; when 'tis plain, that all the: Church 
agrces, 1t ought not to be voided. This he very 
well knows is a Pica over-rul2d oy the whole Church 
many Ages ago, and which I little expected he 
would have burrow'd from Men, who, he tays, were 
excommunicate'l, becauſe they made, and ſtood to 
it ; eſpecially vh: , he, I think. cendemas it him- 
ſelf. For he excludes the Doratiſts, | ſuppole, and 
Novatians from the Catholic Church, becaule they 
re-vaptized. When he bethinks himlelt, he will 
not ſure .1ave the Church heretotore not believe her 
ſelf the Catioiic Charch, becauſe ihe would not 
void Baptifma with ine Ro-baptizers ; nor exclude the 
Pinzli/r rom the C1 holic Chureln, becauſe the voigs 
it not. The tru 1s to fay in one breata, That the 

Donatiſts 
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4 'Donatiſts were not Catholics, becauſe they 'Re-bap- 
p] | tized ; and in. the next, That Roman Catholics can- 
| | not believe themſelves Catholics, becauſe they do 
| | not; is a croſs piece of Buſineſs, and much too hard 
E. : for me. As far as [can underſtand, the very Reaſon 
{ he gives why they ſhould not, 1s one Reaſon why 
of they ſhould believe themſelves the Catholic Church, 
f #4) For, in not voiding the Baptiſm of Heretics, the 
do as the Primitive Catholic Church did. And jad 
F: made ſuch an Argument for a Friend, I am afraid he 
| would have thought I plaid booty. 

The Anſwerer nevertheleſs ſtrives to make it good 
by this Diſcourſe :' 4s long as Baptiſm doth center 
Perſons into the Catholic Church, it is impoſſible that 
all who have the true Form of Baptiſm, though out of 

/ the Communion of the Roman Church, ſhould be Mem- 
RO. bers of the Catholic Church, and yet the Communion 
k of the Roman and Catholic be a# one; as it muſt be, 
| if the Roman Church be the Catholic and Apoſtolic 
l ' Þ _ Church profeſſed in the Creeds. This, 1f I under- 
+ ſtand it, is in ſhort ; Perſons Baptized out of the Ro- 
k may Communion, are Members of the Catholic, but 
is © not of the Roman Catholic Church ; and therefore 
the Catholic, and Roman Catholic, are not the ſame 


"1 Churches. TI | 
He was not, I perceive, aware, that he ſuppoſes, 
F , what he ſhould prove, and | when he has done, 


_/ proves it by means of that Suppoſition : For he could 
not make a Member of the Catholic, not to be a 
Member of the Roman Catholic, unleſs he ſuppoſe 

that thoſe are two different Churches. And this is 

| the yery Point in -Diſpute, which he ſhould prove, 

*% and which he puts for proved- in his Concluſion, 

| But we are all ſubject to overfights. o 


I wonder 


the Firſs Paper. © 


I wonder more how it could ſcape him, that the 
Baptized Perſons he ſpeaks of, are as much Mem- 
bers of both Churches, as of either. (TI ſpeak in his 
Language, as if they were different Churches, that 
his Argument may go on.) "Thoſe Perlons are not 
truly Members either of the Catholic, or Roman Ca- 
tiolic Church ; but as far as Baptiſm makes Mem:- 
bers, they are altogcther as much Members o: the 


Roman Catiolic, as of the Catholic. And He, it 


he will recolle& himſelf, knows very well, that both 
Points have been long fince determin'd, and that by 
the whole Catholic Church. 

The old Conteſt, about Rebaptiſation, puts it paſt 


Diſpute, that,they were not truly Members of any 


Part of the Catholic Church. For the Conteſt was, 
How they ſhould be made Members ? Whether by 
a new Baptiſm, or only by Impoſition of Hands - 
Both Sides therefore, that is, the whole Church, 


agreed, That they were not Members of the Church, _ 


till, one way or other, they were receiv'd into jt. 
And to think they did not agree in this, is to make 
very wiſe Men of them; Men who fell out with 
one another, even to Excommunication, it we will 
believe the Anſwerer, how thoſe ſhould be brought 
into the Church, who were in already. Again, That 
they were nevertheleſs as much Members of the Ca- 
tholic Church, tho' baptiſed out of its Communi- 
on, and ſo of the Romayx, tho' baptiſed out of the 
Roman Communion, as Baptiſm could make them, 
he knows too was carried againſt the Re-bapriſers by 
the reſt of the Church, in whoſe Judgment the 
whole Church ever ſince has acquieſced. And he 
ſtands ſingle againſt that Judgment, when he thinks 


a Man baptiſed out of the Romar Communion, is not | 


C ...a Mem» 


. - 
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a Member of the Roman Commumon, as much as 
Baptiſm makes a Member, and as much as 1t| he were 
baptiied in her Communion. 

[n truth, there is nothing to diſpute of, but Words. 
When he ſays, that Baptiim exters the Baptiſed into 
the Catholic Church, -it he mean, that thoſe who are 
duly baptiſed by Men who are out of the Commus- 
nion of the Catholic Church, need no other Ba 
tiſm to be brought into the Catholic Church, he ſays 
very true, and no more than what the whole Church - 
has long ſince ſaid before him. | Neitlier do they need 
any other Baptiſm to be brought into the Romay. 
And if he will have this called an extry, and the - 
Baptiſed called Members, with all my heart. | For I 
think it time loſt, to quarrel about the Names of 
things, when: we know what they ſignifie. But if 
he raean, that their Baptiſm ſo enters them, that 
they nged nothing more, to be what every body un- 
derſtands by Members, Men who believe and pro- 
teſs the Faithoof the Catholic Church, he contra- 
dicts every Member of the Catholic Church, and 
every Man in the World, For all Men ſee they do 
not proleſs that Faith, but the Hereſies of their Bap- 
tiſers ; and all Chriſtians know they need, notwith- 
ftanding their Baptiſm, to be receiv'd into the 


Church; and that there goes Faith, as well as Bap- 


tiſm, to a Member of the Body of Faithful. | And 
as Faith ſignifies an Aſſent to.the Do&trine of Chriſt, 
the Anſwerer, ſure, will not ſay, that they have 
Faith, who, far from aflenting, contradi&t the Do- 
&trine of Chriſt; and ſo make the Church a Con- 
gregation, no longer of Faithful, but of Faithful 
and not Faithful. | 

There is more ado about the laſt Head, and no- 


thing 
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thing all the while to the Queition. The ſubſlance 
is, That ſome have been caſt out of Communion 
upon particular Differences, which were not ſuppoſed 
to be of ſuch a nature, as to make them no Members 
of the Catholic Church : That therefore there may 
be different Communions among Chriſtians, which may 
[till continue Parts of the Catholic Church: And that 
. conſequently no one Member of ſuch a Diviſion ought 
to aſſume to it ſelf the Title and Authority of the One 
Catholic Church. And what 1s all this, even fuppo- 
ſing it all true, to the Queſtion of the Paper, Whe- 
ther the Roman Catholic be/the One Catholic Church 
of the Creeds ? 

Suppoſe his divided Chriſttans do continue Parts 
ſtill of the Catholic Whole ; cannot the Roman Ca- 
tholic therefore be that Whole? Suppoſe no one 
Member of the Diviſion ought to aſſume to it ſelf 
the Title and Authority of the One Catholic Church; 
ought not therefore both, and all the Members to 
aſſume it ? What is, or can there be, to aſſume it be- 
ſides? Or would he not have it aſſumed at all, but 
the Name of Catholic Church baniſh'd out of the 
World by every ſuch Diviſion which happens in it ? 

His Majeſty, as I obſerv'd before, included in the 
Roman Catholic Church , of which He ſpeaks, all 
Chriſtians whom a different Faith excluded nor, and 
ſaid that this Church, or theſe All, are the One'Ca- 
tholic Church of the Creeds. The Anſwerer; to 
ſhew they are not, tells us, That among theſe All, 
there may be Diviſions, notwithſtanding which, they 
may remain Parts ſtill of the Catholic Church. 
Why, it they remain Parts of the Catholic Church, 
they are of the number of the All, who make it up, 
. and remain Parts of His Majeſty's Romany Catholic 
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Church, which takes All in. Is that: Church ever 
the leſs Catholic, by having never ſo many Mzn- 
bers 2 Or ever the lels One, becauſe divided Clriſtt- 
ans belicve as the do's ? For if they do not, She and 
They both cannot! be Members of one Catholic 


- Church, and the Anſwerer muſt needs (exclude ei- 


tlicr Her or Them. 
For it being as palpable Nonſence, that one Church 


can be with more than one Faith, as that, one Man 
can be with more than one Soul; the Churches, 
which make up the Catholic Apoſtolic One Church, 
can have but one Faith among them All: And who 
knows the Faith of any one, knows the Faith of all 
the reſt. Now ſince the Anſwerer, with his Com- 
pliment of Corrupt Faith, (which, as Compliments 
often are, is Nonlſence too) makes the Roman Ca- 
tholic a Part, at leaſt, of the one Catholic Whole, 
all the other Parts muſt believe as ſhe do's, or cannot 
themſelves be Parts. And ſo his Reaſon, why All 
thoſe who believe as the do's are not the Catholic 
Church, 1s becauſe All believe as ſhe do's, notwith- 
ſtanding ſome Diviſions. 

AS it 1s not to our purpoſe, I inquire not whether 


Tis divided Chriſtians do indeed, by continuing the 


ſame Faith, properly continue parts of the Catholic 
Church ; a Queſtion which belongs to the propriety 
of Language; nor how far ſo much Title to the 
Ciurch aveils to their Salvation. - Since Diviſions, 
eſpecially of long continuance, ſeem hardly con- 
ſiſtent with Charity, and Charity | 1s as necel{ary to 
Salvation as Faith, I pray God of his Mercy to pre- 
terve me from ever being divided, whether I be laid 
to btlong ſtill to the Church or no, and/make them 
{enible of ther conuition who are, Neither will I 
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examine how 'tis with the Eaſtern Chriti2ns at t!; 
Day, or was with thoſe of Afric an: Aha, whom he 

makes Excommunicated heretofore by the Bil 
of Rome; a Po.nt of which it he have a mind ty D. : 
putc, he may chufe his Man among th in Win do. 

it, Whether the Roman Catholre, comprehen4. 
ing all of the {ame Faith with her, be the one = 
tholic Apoſtolic Church ot the: Creeds, 15 our 
ſton; not who they are, who have the ſame Faiths, 1 
And that this Koman Cat, bolic Church 1s the On« 
Church which Chr? has n Earth, or tit þ- 
"has none on Earth, is as viſible as that Scripture is 
in Print, or any thing more viſible, it anything can 
be. For it 1t be not, we muſt lools tor Chriſt; 
Church, either among Infidels, who believe not in 
Chriſt at all, or Heretics, who believe not his D3- 
Erine. And there, I for my part deſpair to find it. 

The truth 1s, I ſaſpe& by his alking, that he 
would be content People ſhould think, Tar tl ie One 

z2tholic Church of the Creecs, requir'd not any 

one Faith, bur were made up © of as many Men 
own Chriſt, whatever rhev believe of his Doctri, 
Except, pernaps, thoſe who Rebapriſe, ant thoſe 
who aſſume tae Title of the Catholic Ch ILUreN || BY 
Which means the notion of Caro/ic would be we 
enough proviced for, but One an nd | l 
ſhift for them{Ulves. Burhe do's 1 not 
and 'ris not fair to put my ſutpirions rt: 

Divers orher Patlages rher?- are in o 
which relith not with me, He by far 
Church might have been cally the n 1 
Bleſſed Times s, INthinuates.,, tne (S viſihie nov, vc 
rataer inviſible ; tor vittt le th _ may be eatity teen 
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ſhew'd her then, will with as little difficulty ſhew 
her now. Chrittians were then admonith'd ro mind 
thoſe who abide in the Doftrine of Chriſt ; who come 
and bring not that Doftrine; and to contend for the 
Faith once delivered to the Saints, And we have 
but to do fo (till. | 

Again, I comprehend not how his unheeded, and 
yet remarkable difference between People caſt out of 
Communion, \v4z. "That ſome did, and ſome did not 
challenge the Title of the Catholic Church, was the 
cauſe of any great miſapplication. It ſounds as it he 
would have that Title never rightly apply'd, but to 
thoſe who do not challenge it, in likelihood becauſe 
they have no pretence, to it. But I leſs underſtand 
how it comes to be .Preſumption and a cauſe of 
Schiſms in one part of a Diviſion to aſſume it. Ir 1s 
not well intelligible, when there is a Diviſion, how 
more than one part,can bear it. For the Language 
of theWorld has always preſerv'd that Title to one 
Part, and given the name of Sect, or, part cut off, 
to the other. And . is more unintelligible, how it 
ſhould be Preſumprion in that one Part, to take 
what all the World gives, and that Preſumption be 
the cauſe of Schiſms, which happen'd, and of ne- 
ceſſity always muſt happen betore the Preſumption. 


_ Fortill there be Schiſm, that is, Dzvi/zon, there can- 


: 


pu be Part of a Diviſion to preſume. 


His account too of the breach betwixt the Fa/ 
and the Weſt, 1s, I think, very- wide of the mark. 
He would have the Popes Supremacy bear the blame 
ot all, which, it my Memory fail me not, was not 
ſo much as made a Pretence, till near Two hundred 
Years aiter the Schiſm began, nor any where more 
acxnowledged than in Greece, nor by any body 
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more, than by him who began the Schiſm. When I 


| readthe Story, I apprehended the cauſe of that breach 


was National Feuds, heightned into violent hatred, by 
ſeveral Accidents which chopt unluckily in, andthe 
malitious Ambition of Men, who found their pri- 
vate Accounts in the Public Calamity. Indeed I 
think they denied the Popes Supremacy at laſt, as 
all, who will continue in Schiſm, at long run muſt ; 


becauſe to acknowledge and not regard it, is ſelf 


condemnation : Otherwiſe their Quarrel was to the 
Latin Church, or perhaps more truly, Nation, not 
the Supremacy, of which they ſpeak ſo inconſtantly, 
that I am perſuaded it would break no ſquares even 
- now, if they could be brought on any terms to a- 
gree with Men whom they hate. I would be more 
diligent in this Matter, if it concern'd our Qieſtion, 
But as they are parts of His Mijeſties Roman Ca- 
tholic Church, if they believe as ſhe do's, and are 
not it they do not, and it is equal whether they do 
or no, [ leave them to Gods Mercy, and return from 
{traying thus far, into our Road again. 

Thus Principle being remov'd | which ought, he ſays, 
be taken for granted, ſince it can never be. prov'd \ 


By the way, he do's not, ſure, mean this for a bob * 


to the King, as if he took his Principle, v/z, Thar 
the Church 1s as wihble as Scripture, for granted, 
becauſe he knew not how to prove it. Whether the 


Perſon to whom he direRed his Paper were fatisfy'd 


before hand of this Point by their former Diſcourſes, 
or needed no Arguments to ſee a viſible thing, or 
however it were, the Anſwerer may perceive by the 
Paper, that his Majeſty thought it not to his purpoſe 
to preſs the Viſibility of the Church, but only ſub» 


mitfion to it ; and means not, I ſuppoſe, to tell the 
| K1ng 
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King, he knew not his own Deſign, or how to pur- 
{tiC v3 His part] 15 t9 anſwer what « ſaid, and not 


inſtruckt the King) what /hould have been ſaid. He 


13ult theretore man, that it ought to be taken tor 
Brancey, that he hes remov'sd lat Principle, which 
5 juſt, 1 end me. your [land, Neighbour, to remove 
my Bloc kh. I caniot ſtir it my ſel. Alas |! It 1s very 

viible he has done nothing robiakds removing it. 
But lic 1511 the right to play ſure. Who havea tlaw 


1n their Title, do well 10 get a Grant. By his lay- 


ing it can never Þe prov'd, he has, I gueſs, a mind 
ro tempt fomebody to prove over again, what has 
vecn prov'd a hundred and a nuadred times already. 
But as much as his poſitiveneſs teimpts me to be do- 
ing, and as caſieas [think it to be done, I beg his 
Pardon at preient: Parrying 1s. my buſineſs, not 
'Fhrufting now, 

Whatever he mean, I do not think that what he 
concludes would follow, even tho' phe Principle 
which he diſlikes were removed. The Principle is, 
That the Roman Catholic 1s the One Church which 
Chriſt has here upon Earth; and the Concluſion is, 
That we muſt unavoidably enter into the Ocean of par- 
ticular Diſputes. Why fo, I pray him 2 Why wall 
Not another Catholic Church ſerve turn ? If he will 
needs have it granted, that the Roman Catholic 1s 
nat the, One eral of Chriſt, 'tis but ſhewing us. 
the other Catholic which is. * Romay, or ot Roman, 
imports not. But believing the Doctrine of Chriſt, 
imports as, much as, Salvation is worth ; and the 
Commiſſion which Chriſt gave to teach it the World, 
is now in force, and ſhall be as long as there 1s a 
World, Let him but diret us to the Men who 
have it in this Age, that 1 we Who live 1n this Age. 


may 
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may learn it of them ; Jet him but tcll us which is 
the One, not Reman Catholic Church, which Cariit 
has here upon Earth ; and it will do our- buſinets 
cvery yjot as well as the Roman Catholic, and as 


much ſave us from being plunged into the Ocean, ot_ 


particular Diſputes. Orherwilr, to tell us, the Re- 
manu Catholic 15 not that-Church, and nor tell-ns 
which is, 1s as much as to tell us, that Chrift has 
none upon Earth. For cvicdently, Sie, , of ſome 
other, "mult be that Church, it there be any at all. 
ut let him not fend us to a Church, whereot "the 
ſeveral Parts agree not in. one Faith. Beſides that 
we ſhould never underſtand how ſuch a Church, let 
it be never ſo Univerſal, could be One, and make 
account Chriſt taught One determinate Doctrine, 
not the 7, and th&No, both; it would be otherwiſe 
uſeleſs. For if Thi Part teach one Faith, and the 
Next another, we ſhould not know which to be- 
lieve, and in all likel:hood believe neither. 
But he knows no Reaſon any can have to be (5 
afraid of the Ocean of particular Diſputes, /nce we 
have ſo ſure a Compaſs gs the Holy Scripture to di- 
rect our Paſſage. IT am ſure there can be no Reaſon 
to venture to Sea, when we are already ſafe in our 
Port ; The Holy Scripture aſſures us, that the 


Church is the. Foundation and Pillar of Truth, and 


Truth is plainly the Port to which his Compals 
ſhould dire&t us. But pray what: Compals can be 
ſure, where the Needle is not ſufter'd freely to play 2 
Wrangling is Iron to this Needle, and turns it to all 
Points. It will indeed direct the humble, and do- 
cile, and the ſincere, -who fr/t know, that no Pros 
phecy of Scripture is of private mterpretation, and 
we ſee it will, by the Third Paper. © But it is not 
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1 Cor. 11.16. for the” bold and ſelf-conceited Diſputers. f ary 
will be contentious, we have no ſuch cuſtom, nor the 
Church of God, 1s waat the Scripture 1t felt fays to 


Ononiam nihil proficiat congreſiio 
Scripturarum, nift plane ut-aut to- 


machi quis. meat evcrftionem aut Cc- 


" rebr1 Non ad  SCripturas provo- 


candum cit ; nec 11 his contſtitucn- 
6.1m certamen, m quibus aut nulla 
2i1t incerta yietorid elt,' aut parum 
-rta, Terial, de Preſcrip-c. 17,19. 


them. | To contend with them at 
Scripture, Tertulliay tells us, 7s 
good for nothing, but to turn the 
Brain or the Stomach by and that we 
ought not to. try it this way, be- 
cauſe the Iſſue. will be uncertain, or 
but little certain, or none. Alas ! 


4+ 


this Gentleman, with the ſecurity he promiles, errs 
all this while, no? knowing the Scriptures, nor ſo 
much as the End for which they were made, He 
would do well to remember what St. Auſtin ſays to 


S! erxeris, nol Catholicis crederc; 
non recte tacies per Evangelum me 
cogere ad Manichzi tidem, quia ipl1 
Evangcho Catholicis praidicantivus 
cred:Ct, Quod |1 torte 1n Evangelio 
al;quid apertulimum «de. Manichzi 
Arololatu invenire porteris , inft- 
mab:is mii  Carholicorum authorr- 


eaten, qui jubent ut tibi non cre- 


cam:*- Qua-infrmata, jam nec E- 
Valgeiio Credere potero, quia per 
eos. 11]: creciceram, 1a whul apud 
7 valevirt, qui-quid inde. protule- 


21s. :- $1 ince al:quid maniteftum 


pro Manicheo legeris, nec ills (cre- 


Tam) rec tdi, Aa. cont, Ep. Fund. 
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him in! Words directed to another. 


If you will not have me believe Ca- 


tholics,| you are quite out, to think to 
draw me to you by Scripture , be- 
cauſe it was for their ſakes that I 
believed Scripture. Tou would in- 


deed, if you could evidently prove 


your Dottrine by Scripture, invali- 
date the Authority of Catholics, who 
bid me not believe you. And when 


you have done, neither ſhall T be- 


lieve the Scriptare, which I bad be- 
lieved upon their Credit; and (6 
what You alledge out of it, will be 


of no force with me. If | you find it manifeſt for You, 
1 fhall neither believe Catholics nor you. Here I 
will ſtop: For, truly after ſo much ſaid of this Sub- 
zect, and ſo long Experience of his ſure Compaſs, I 
grieve too much to diſpute it farther, when I obſerve 
that neither Reaſon nor! Experience will do; and 
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fear there are who more deſire the Ocean of Con- 
troverſies ſhould never be paſt,” than truly think it —_—_ 
will be paſt this way. 

But he is merry, whatever I be. For ſure he is 
in jeſt, whem he talks of clear Evidence of Scrip- 
ture againſt us, and the Church of Romes. notori- 
ceuſly deviating from it. Under the Face he ſets on 
this Matter, there 1s nothing in the World, but that 
he has the Art to make the Words of Scripture bear 
a Senſe of his own, or Friends invention ; no great 
matter to brag on, Alas !-no not fo much as for 
Learning. For even the Unlearned, he knows, have » 7+ ;. :5 
Wit enough to pervert the Scriptures to their own | 
ip kg And becauſe the Church of Rome has _ Y 
no mind his Word ſhould be paſt upon her tor God's 
Word, he runs away with it, with a ſure Compals, 
and clear Evidence, and the infallible Rule ; Words, 
which, as big as they ſound, fignifie nothing but the 
Whimſies ot -oſlibly a ſingle, poſſibly an unlearned 
Man ; but yet who will needs be wiſer than the 
Church. To take upon us to underſtand the mean- Si unaqurs 7c 
ing of the Books of Divine Myſteries, otherwiſe — ihe | 
than by learning it of their Interpreters, when no ts & <5 ++ |» 

Trade, the moſt trivial and eafie, is learnt without 74?! 29 
a Maſter, and condemn what we underſtand not, as mag 7 at 
we do when we will not embrace that Meaning, is, 4: q=:4 
not to mince his Words, rajo Pride, in the Opinion © ro wh 


1E pleni: 


of S. Auſtin. G us, GL 2am Cc: 

norunmt Sacra: | 
mentorum livros, & ad Interpretibus ſais. nolle cognoſcere, & MNCOgriztos Ve.ie ExmnaIre 
Auz. de Util. Cled. c. 17. fon, 6. 


But to go on, the Anſwerer knows very well, 

that the meaning ot his Majeſties next Paragraph, 

is not what his Queſtion would put upon it, and yer 
D 2 | he p- 2 
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he muſt needs ſuppoſe it has another, as if he did 
him Grace. His Majeſty asks no Grace of him, but 
to put the Period entire; /?7 is not left to every 
Phantaſtical 0.ins Head to believe as he pleaſes, but 
to the Charch, to whom Chriſt left. the Power on 
Farth, where think the Compoſitor has lett out a 


Coma" to govern us it matters of Faith, who 


made the Creeds for O6T dire; "ON ; and then to un- 
derftand Engliſh. But he will needs ſuppoie the 
meaning 15, that thoſe who reject the Authority of 
the Rowland Catholic Charch, do leave every Man 10 
believe according to his own Fancy, Still he takes it 
not right. Not but that rejecting that ANENority 
inlers ſctting up private Fancy. But as inconie- 
quent as it is, there are; who, for all their rej<cting 
that greater Authority, are ſevere enough in Tequt= - 
ring. punctual obedience to their own little or no 
Authority, and this too viſibly for his Majeſty to 
fly they do not. His words, I conceive, cannot 
fairly be ſuppos'd to extend farther, than they were 
airected, to a ſingle Perſon in all likelihood, who 
had the honour of his Confidence, and whom he 
thought fit to put in mind, That. it is not left to 
every Phanta(tical Mans Heli th believe lus he pleaſes. 
What has the Aniwerer to ſay to this? 1s 1t true? 
Or 15 it not true ? oi 

Certainly, ſays he, thoſe of the Church of England 
cannot be liable to any Imputation of this Nature. And 
who can tell by this, |whether he lay I, or no? or 
what kind of Anſwer that ſhould be” w hich lays net- 
ther ?.or what it ſerves.for, but to do the Church of 
Enzg/and the fame good! Ofhce which they do them- 
ſclves, who, when Vice is ridicul'd on the Stage, fall 


- Otit with the Actors or Poet, and will needs be the 


Cul, uf tlic Play. But 
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But if he will be m1... , 1cedleſs Apologies, why 
mult he needs make one titty times worſe than the 
attempt to make it? All Heretics ſince the firſt Four 
General Councils, may fay the very ſime which he 
ſays for the Church ot England, and all betore them, 
the Equivalent. Arzus himſelf could ſay, I receive 
the Apoſtles Creed, and why ſhould more Þte requir'd 
of me, when that has hitherto bcen thought ſuffict- 
ent tor all Chriſtians ? Moreover, I embrace all for- 
' mer Councils, but think I have very great reaſon to 
complain, that a Party in the Church, the moſt 


corrupt and obnoxious, aſſuming the Title of a Ge- 


neral and Free Council, takes upon it {elf to define 


new. Doctrine, which has neither univerſal Traditt- 
on {divers heretotore, and all the Orthodox, that 
is, my Abetters, being on my fide} and fo plainly 
no Scripture, that becauſe they could fin none 
there, they were fain to Coyn a new Word for their 
new. Faith. Macedontus, Neſtorius, and Futiches 
might have faid as much of the Creeds and Councils 
betore rhem, and all Heretics ſince. ot the Creeds 
and Councils alledg'd by the Anſwerer, and all 
complain of the Villanous Factions, .calld General 
Councils. He has plainly juſtity'd them all, it it 
be a juſtification ot a Doctrine, that it 1s not found 
condemned in Councils, held betore 1t was broach'd. 
For the Dottrine of none of them was condemn'd by 
any former Council, nor indeed well could. For as 
Councils / ſeldom meddle with more than the ext1- 
gence, for which they were call'd, requires, 1t 1s 
not to be expected, that more Faith ſhould be tound 
in their Creeds or Acts, than was Controverted 
when they tat. Wheretore, unleſs one will tancy 


that every part of Chriſts Doctrine was demied«d0 
carly, 
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early, or. that no body ſince can deny fome ' part, 


which was not denied then, it is as wild as unſeaſo- 
nable, to plead in behalf ot a Doctrine now, that it 
was not condemn'd by the firſt Four General Coun- 
cils, or Three Creeds, where there was no occaſion 
to mention it, And yet he thinks this an Apology 
fit to be made for the Church of England. Truly I 
have long thought, and there are of her Members 
who know my Thoughts, that ſhe has ill luck, when 
the has much better things to lay tor her ſelf, ro have 
ſuch things as theſe! ſaid for her : things which fit 
the greateſt Enemies ſhe has, every jot as well as her 
felt; and which I therefore wonder not, when I ſee 
alledg'd by them, as Pleas tor her. For They have 
reaſon, when They will not be brought to Her, 
to bring Her to Them, it they can. But to lee them 
produc'd by thoſe who will be, even unſeaſonably 
zealous tor her, is a Riddle, with which it is not for 
me to meddle. bil 

What he adds, . of holding »othing contrary to any 
univerſal Tradition of the Church from the Apoſtles 
7 imes, and putting, zt upon that Iſſue, ( tor profeſ- 
{ing and offering, as he exprelles it, 15 no great mat- 
ter, unleſs they do what they profeſs and offer) is 
indeed to purpole, and ſpoken like a Friend of the 
Church of England, and a Lover of Peace. And I 
heartily wiſh, and as earneſtly, as I can, pray to Al- 
mighty God, that this Trial may be brought ſpeedi- 
ly on ; which I can ſafely undertake ſhall neither be 
e<clin'd, nor delay'd by the Church of Rome. 

Then he paſſes on to her, and ſays, That who be- 
lieve her to be the Cathelic, believe, as they. pleaſe, 
w/rhout any colour of Scripture, Antiquity, or Reaſon. 
4 his Ball has been toſt already, and in my Opinion 

Þ enough. 


M_—_—_— __—_—— 
pat—— oo 


the Firſt Paper. 23 
enough. Only, leſt he, whoever helieve, be thought 

to ſpeak as he pleaſes, he would do well to ſhew 

what Scripture or Reaſon tells him, that the Romay / 
Church, with the reſt of her Belief, ( for ſure he 

talks not of a Dioceſs )) was not always believ'd the 
Catholic Church. Antiquity I know he has, as 
much as ſince Luther. Any other Colour, trom all 

theſe three, I ſee none. Divers other Points lic 

brings 1n, I know not why, unleſs that he has per- 

haps a mind to be failing on the Ocean of particular 
Diſputes. As I have not, I mean to ſtay on firm 
Ground, with S. Auſtin, and content my ſelf,” that 

It was thought fit by the Catholic Church ſpread <9 TP. 
throughout the World, to obſerve what we hold : amd Bis 
And that, Becauſe the things we hold are obſeryd by &c. Hoe per 
the Univerſal Church, they are believ'd not other- mennr FE 
wiſe deliver d and recommended, than by the Apoſtles. ww, ©» 
Who has a mind to put to Sea with the Anſwerer, #707, 
will, I think, find the ſame Saint's Counſel good : <... 
When he has been toſt enough, and has a mind to be at 4424). cont : 
eaſe, to follow. the\way of Catholic Diſcipline, which © 

deſcended from Chriſt himſelf, by the Apoſtles, even Qurn cope 


' zo us, and ſhall to Poſterity, | tuGinem, Freg0 " 
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craditione venientem, ficut multa quz non inveniuntur in !itteris eorum, necve in Conc: 

liis poſteriorum ; & tamen quia per univerſam cuftodiuntur Eccleham, nuy £4 25 int; 

tradita, & commendata crecuntur, Aug. de Bap. cont. Donati}, |. 1. c. >. 9. jam tarts 

tibi jactatus videris, finemque hujuſmodi Jaboribus vis imponere, ſequere viam Catholice | 

diſciplinz, quz ab ipſo Chriſto per Apoſtolos ad nos uſgue manavit, & abhinc 3d poiter 15 


manatura elt, Aug. de Util, Crea. c. 8, 


He ſhall, if he pleaſe, excuſe me'from rambling 
aſter him into the Authority they allow the Church; 
which gay word, it it ſhould ſignify no more, as [ 
ſuſpect it ſometimes do's nor, than that it do's oblige 
People, whatever they think, to hold thefr Tongues, 
and not to thwart her decifions in public, for fear ot 

; | lofing 
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loſing their Benefices, it wrre preat| pity : Like ve 
Into Irve ( 'ouncils, and Factions,. and what gle !1c 
flils a Page with. ' For w harever he do, | remember 
our Qucttion all the white 15, whelbr it be wcll or 
ill faid, That 7t 1s nat left toevery Phantaſtical Man's 
Ttead to believe as he pleaſes. And when he pleales 
to Noe” to it, Tam tor him. 

[1 the next 'SeRion he tells us, That all zhey plead 
for in this cafe, is the right wh: ah Loyal Subjects have 
under an Vſurper, (0 far to interpret tre Laws as to 


He able to underſtand their duty, Wc. I will not ask 


01m who the Ulurpers are, "and who the Loyal Sub- 
Jets ? For he makes account, I find, that to receive 
Faith irom him, who thought 1t no Ulurpation to be 
equal to God, and keep it when People have it, and 
tell other folks what it is, is Ulurpation ; and that 
who 1s ſo bold, as to deny 1 ir, {tands in danger of be- 
10g hurried into the Ocean of Controv erſies,) with the 
Antwerers fancy of Scripture, tor a ſure Compaſs to 
direct him out again, | All this while we have other 
Buſineſs in hand. We have an Aflertion, and an 
Aniwer tomind. The Allertion 1s, That it were a 
very irrational thing to make Laws ford Country, and 
leave it to the Inhabitants to be Interpreters and 
Judges of thoſe Laws. And the Anſwer is, That 7? 
1 as irr ow to allow an UVſurper to Interpret the 
Laws to his own advantage. Is this, I, or No, a-. 
oain? or what do's it ſay ? That both are Irratio- 
nal? which is to ſay, that the Aſſertion is true : Or 
that both are Rational? or one Rational, the other 
not ? L.ct him fay, it he pleaſe, what he would be 
atz an] leave Ulurpers till we have Buſineſs with 
them. 
His Majeſty ſuppoſes next, that the goodneſs. of 
. God 
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Er would notdeave Men uncertain of the way to 
Hcaven, which thcy would be, it Scripture Were 
tic Rule, and every Man his own Judge. 


He by way of Queſtion ſays firſt, Thar the Rule us * 


capable of being underſtood by thoſe to whom" it was 
given, in order to the great end of it , Salvation. 
Which is next to {171 Ng, that 1t 15 not capable of be- 
1Ng underſtood, by "tho! le to whom 1t was nor given, 
that | 1s, by any but the Church, to whom alone ir 
was given. In which he may be ſure I. ſhall not 
contradict him. * But is it underſtood with certain- 
ty, by every Man who will be his own Judge? or 
are we lcft to uncertainty ?- Theſe are our Queſtions, 
ro which, how this which he ſays, ſhould be any ſtep 
towards an Anſwer, I cannot imagine. 
« Next he tells us, That the main end of the Rale 
was to diret us in the way to Heaven, aud not meer- 
ly to determine Controverſies, Here is work enough 
tor him that needs it. For who ſhall underſtand 
what other end there 1s of a Rule to. determine Con- 
troverfies, but determining Controverſies ? Hea- 
ven 4s indeed the end for which it is neceſſary Con- 
 troverſies ſhould be determin'd ; but that is to be the 
end of the Determination, not the Rule. How a 
Rule made to determine Controverſies ſhould have 
any end beſides determining them, when the end of 
a thing 1s what it was made for ; or why directing 
to Heaven, and determining Controverſies, ſhould 
here be ſeparated, where the-Determination- is the 
very direction of a Rule to derermine them, they 
may Diſpute who love Diſputing. All ſhall pal for 
me, till I find ſomething "which concerns our Que- 
ſtion ; certain Or uncertain. 

His nxt words ſuppoſe Scripture is the Rule, a 
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little oc iy me thinks for an Anſwerer, . For when it 
1 objcted 292101 1ts; being a Rule, that we ſhould 
be Ittr at uncerzaintics, it would have ſhew'd better, 
to have taken ſome nvtice of the Objection, before 
he take tor granted, the thing which 1s im Diſpute. 
But I ſhall nor ſtop him. What will he do with his 
Itule, now he has ſuppos' it ? | , 
W hy, It is fit to examin? and compare Controver- 
tics with this Infalible Rale ; and then we ſhall de- 
crmine them Jnfallibly, 1 hope. I expectcd this 
ſhould tollow, but was much miſtaken. What he 
ſays, 15, That when that is done, 10 help us In Our 
way to Zſeaven, is that which it was chieſ!y intended 
for. ® He may, if he pleaſe, keep his /ztended till 
, lome body doubt what was intended 1n every thing 
which God do's for Man, and tell us in the mean 
time, what his examining and comparing wlll 40. 
Whether it will determine Controverſies, or no ? and 
whether certainly, or no? or whether it be no mat- 
ter whether they be determined or no? but we ſhall 
get to Heaven by bare examininz, which f{:de ſoever 
of the Controverſie examined we chule, and whe- 
ther any or none. Whatever was chiefy intended, 
determming Controverſies ſure was intended by a 
Ule to determine them, and our comparing them 
witn that Rule, Pray Ict bim'tell us how we ſhall 
ſucceed, whether hit or mils, in compaſſing that In- 
rentitin. Twill be alterwhrds time enough to tall 
of his otlier thief Intention, 
Hes ſays Furtacr That no Man can think it of e- 
cOn729 8 Ace to hy ', not to be miſtaken, and not 
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without Faith it 1s impoſlible to pleaſe himy/ But 
whether do's he mean to lead us? All hitherto ſeems 
quite out of the way to our Queſtion. For what has 
the chict end |for wihictt a _ Rule was made, -to do 
with, whether it wil guide us certainly, or no? MH; 
reluſing to Anſwer, 1s, 1n truth, conteſſing tha: 
Scripture, aſter all, 15 not the Rule of Controverſics. 
"For they <s not ended, till one fide or other be 
certain, But let us go no farther than we needs 
mult. 

In Matters: of Good and Evil, every Man's Conſc:- 
ENCE, he lays, IS his tmmetd! ate Tudge ; an why Ot 172 
Matters of Truth an4 Falſhood ? 2 "z)nleſs we ſuppoſe 
Mens involuntary Miſtakes to be more dangerous, 
than their wilful Sins. How ! Are- we, before we 
were aware, come to,Conlcience at laſt? and all his 
Magnificent Talk, lus Evident, his Sure, and his In- 
tallible, his Care in examining” and comparing, tor 
nothing, but to eſtabliſh this Maxim ; Do every ox? 
what ſeems good in his own Eyes, and believe what 
ſeems true 2 Is this the clearer light he will g/ve to 
the things contain'd 1, His Majeſty's Papers? and 


the loſs:-of ſuch a Liberty, the great danger Ty run 


ot being deceiv'd with their fair appearance, winom 
he will fecure| with his fate Inſtructions of ruſting 
their Conſcience, both for Good and tor True ? Do- 
&rine, or not Doctrine of Chriſt, is no ſuch idle 
Circumſtance fure, that hitting or miſſing is equal, 


ſo the Conſcience be ſtrait, and the Miſtake Invo-. 


luntary. By the way, I ſee not how -this zavo/ux- 

tary can thruſt in here : For, who forces any Body 

to miſtake ?. or. rake the deceitful ways Wh: ich lead 
them to It 2, 

But to ſay nothing to that matter, and but I; ttle 
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to > Nis Plea ol Conſcience, as copious as the Themc 
, I only ask, what |Conlcience can do more than 
Gas a Man lrom being judg'd tor finning againtt 


is Conſcience? But it 1t ad him to do "1 things, 


or embrace a wrong Faith, what can he an{\ver Dr 
theyinot having that! Contcience ? Realon certainly 
never trameg ſuch a Conſcience, and there 1s nothing 
beſides which could frame it ,| but Patlion, that 1s 


-Aitcations wrong, ſet, 'or, in lain Englith, very wil- 


tul Sin. Shall he, \w ho has this to anfwer tor, be 
laie, becauſe he has nothing to anſwer tor the Sin 
ava: nſt Conlicicnce-? As if that were the on!y Sin to 
be 2ccounted tor in the next World. 

For the reſt, This, ito ſay the truth, is an An- 
{\i'er., For Uncertainty do's not prove that Scrip- 
ture 15 not the Rule, it! it be no matter whether we 
2 uncertain or no; nor indeed, whether there be a 
Rulc, or Faith. For it Conſcience will carry thoir 
0 FIENVCT who believe wrong, Faith, I think, may 
cc | ſarcd, and a Rule for it. But as it is an Anſwer 
W 13: ch : cl cve would not have taken with His late 
Maje: ty, Lccauſe he had toomuch Experience|of the 

Lau Life! s of. miſtaken Conſcience, to think it 


woul!.puiz ot the Trizunal of God, more than it 
$9.4 at His, Iam confident 1t will take as little with 
Le hcader, At leaſt] Wall Venture 1t Without more 
Words 

For || myan net to Nay: at a new {Apology of his 
ſor. Cel arch bl nga 1d, as Un;icaſonuble as the 
Former, un. oMethit ng \w ot ob:cAed to licr, and 
aS ittiq L172 m8, AthtÞhe rate Þe talks; one woult 
=, 1 73 PQ. 4 SRD TAL Why > | $94) Os; Wing 3 ji...F 
U3.!,k SÞCUO Ss, MWaat bt ungertakes! She Co $ nor, 

22e euery Ilunllfo te /\'s Ot Tue, For ths he 
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that is, in all Faith; for Faith concerns Salvation. 
| Who believes not, every body, who believes Scrip- 
ture, knows, ſhall be damned, Then his Sediicers, 
with their Jangerous Miſtakes, as ſuch there are, it 
teems, lor all his Conſcience-ſccurity; ; And his Sp1r;- 
tral Guides with therr aſiſtance, would make worl: t1!l 
Doomſday. Nor can Quarrels about them be cny- 
ed, till thoſe about Faith be ſettled. For ti!l then, 
who ſhall know which 1s the Guide, and which the 


Seducer 2 As Chrilt appoinrecl no body to teach' 


other Doctrine than he taught, They are plainly 


no Guides of his appointing who v0. The ancient. 


Creeds too are brought in again, as it thev would 
be ſerviceable to the Church. of Fngland, and no 
[.iberty of Conſcience allow'd to julge  apainft 
them, or any, Doctrines as un! ver} ally recery 4: 45 if 
any part of univerſal Chriltan Doctrine were lo{t, 
and all had not begn always as un:verfaily retain'd as 
the Creeds. But | have my An:wer, and wul be 
going 
In the next Section the King asks, Hrether 1t be 
»ot the ſame thing 0 fol/ow OHV ONT Fancy. AY t0 F778 
rerpret Scripture a it: And he aglwers, There 
mizhr be ſome colour for ſuch a Roeſtion, ii They 
did not do ſo and 10. Pray what colour has he tor 
ſuch a-Reply ? Might not the King have colour to 
{1y what he thou; »hit iti to be {1id, ro him to whom 
he ſpoke, whether there be, or be nor colour, to 
fy the tyne to tit Church of gland ? He writ 
not to her, nor were His Wr.tings publiſh d with 
any relation t) Her, bur ro {ati*fie che Curiotity ot 
thoſe who vein d to {ee theim, and could not come 


' 
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In fcadl of eqncerning 1 her, where ſhe 1s not con- 
ern'd, ict] him,. 1t he p tcale, - anſwer the Queſtion, 
4na.tell vs her it be or be not the |ſame, to fol- 
10 0/18 gan Fancy ,['or. interpret Sctipture by it. 
Til hel favy 2 ono all Uefides is leaving the Woris 
Cut OUT tor 1s, th cUEOout new of our own, WHICH 
ty onty tone we all never make up.| For witcly 
Rodiony 1 will pray lum to keep his many Quelt- 
ons, ti] rhe Di ute be between the two Churches, 
and'l appear tor |the Church of Rowe. Till then, 
Ae caniot rationally Expect an Anſwer from me. 
H& peraaps may be able to manage two Dilputes at 
a time, o: think the beſt way toend one is to begin 
Toh! 71 think) it too much; for me |to delend a 
Ning ann Chunch'at once. And fo,| much good 
may his pleaiant [Fancies do him, about a Rule and 
ins Taterpretation, Which he talks as it he would 
have Lclong Lo thoſe who do.not know the Senle ot 
it; abqut the . ntertion of Almighty God, as 11 We 
new not what: he intended, and did make the 
Piiiar and Ground of Truth; about reforming Dij- 
orders, Which he makes unreformable, even in Com- 
monwealrls, where tlie Supreme Judge has the ull 
HUCK tO be. principally accus'd ; about Oarhs, as if 
anv. were taken to detend an unjuſt Authority, or 
coulu bing, tho' they were ; about a Judge of 7ra- 
dition, as 1t a Man who ſees Pictures 1n one Church, 
and none in another, needed a Judge to pronounce 
to lim, that thoſe Churches ans 1 differently. His 
©ſarpers, and all, thall do what he would have them 
jor me. I with; in ſtead ot-all this, he would have 
minded | his Buſineſs, but mean however tO mind 
Rune. 
What te replics to the next Section, ſhews more 


a like 


the Fir(t Paper. 21 
like an Anſwer, than any thing ſaid yet. /-woald 
have any Man (hzw me, favs the King, where the 
Fower of decirlins Platters of Faith u giuen to euery | 
particu/ar Min. He d. ſtinguithes , and lays, The ; 
Power of Decidin: r ſo as to. oblige others, iS not : 
given to every particular Man ; the Power of Deci- «= 
ding fo as to fſatis[12 the particular Decider, 1s. De- 
nial is a fair Anſwer; and ti.s ſcem) to Geny wWint 
His Majzlty ſays, and yer in trutl ſays nothing to 
it. Decbins of part! cular Men :; ULINYG 047. 01H 
Tadges ; following our ova Fancy, or private Spirit;  « 16a 
believing as w2 pleaſe, and the like Exprelitons, 1% 
ſignific all the ſame. And t te King, as Mcn uſe to 
do, who mind Senſe more than Wor ds, and. have 


mo 


Language at will, takes nov one, now another, as HER | 
they come 1n His way.” As. 1t could not lcape an Eye 4] 
leſs piercing than His, that he judges every jot as $ (13 
much who behevyes upon the Authority of the - 


Church, as he who be heves upon his own Fancy of 
Scripture ; ; and that every Afﬀent I a Judgment, and 
ſo the Ailent of Faith, as v, al as the reſt : it cannot 
be imagind that He woulJ have Men not jadge at , 
all. But He meant, as all the World means by thoſe | 
Phraſes, that they thould not judge unreaſonably, 


For as they are blamed, 30 "4 be tie own.” Fr. 
Judges ; and no body blames anat. ner tor doing well ; 44s 
and "Judging i 15 of it telt a_gookt CNg, an Exercile n io 
of a Faculty piznted in us by Go ; tiere 1s nothing | 
to be blamed, but|ri1e ill ub2 of that Faculty, by tar ? 
tering Patlton to {va "oh LRIne 119413 ONLY De guts 

| ded by Reaton. Far 8 Men do.mean thu by ©1018 
Expretlions, W2 oo BY the CALLS TO WINEN TREY ADs 
ply tain. He oy. di IRE o4lt by Interzit, or Cons 
Celt of Nualgit, WA ncea AIVETRNES £085 WS) Bias 


draws, 3nanilt the Advice of bis unpaſlionate and 
Wer Frcs ; or he, who has no Skill in Plivtic or 
ES aid vert MN 11 .COMMNCNCC 911 PFOICCULC Sutts, 
Or £.1Ckcrn C P13yJic, apainlt the Auvice'ol able [aw- 
\ CS and Doty, 1S laid to be his own Judpe : He 
15 not,} W 110 Unc terflang! ng Jewels, or Picturcs, LUy's 
tom at ins own Rate, tho' never 10 many, - of lefs 
0 hanbiuntkil, perſuade [11111 to the contrary ; 
i Reon vs la1g t to be lis Judge. Now the Kink 
> 430431, becalile Chit taught 1s Apollles and 


I»; (ern los who, with thoſe that believ'd his Doctrine 


+ % > Ss W- +1 * 


k 


UPON het v eachingy and their Succellors through 
211 38S a:$called the Church, that he could not 
0c realonably, who would pretend to find, out 
2at Doctrine Þþy his own Wit, or Study, or any 
av, Luc! by earning it ot the Church, which re- 
' it gr firidgtrom Chriſt, and preſery d ir ever 
ce. ; And tf unreaſonable Judgment, made on 
»4-n Heads of Fancy, againft the Judgment of 
ee: vole Profeition it is, His ſeveral Expreſſions 
1:ke at. The Anſwerer reflected not on the mean- 
0: .t3em, bur would perſuade us, That to fay 
particular en mult be ſatisfied of the Reaſons why 
taev believe, is an Anſwer tothe Queſtion, Whether 
tacre Te indeed a any Reaſons why they ſhould be- 
j:t nk the Authority of, the Church ? 
19 107 0ara, Chriſt, lays his Maicfty, /efe his 
Copter 76 Lis Ch adch. even to forgrue Sins in Hleaq- 
47, nd (tft bis Spirit with them, which they exer- 
1d after his Reſurruttion. He anſwers, as if he 
6 £15 at crois purpoſes, where then was the IOman 
*4714iis Crurih- What Nas where was ſhe 2 to do 
& 11 £41 4:4 left tel ber {| Tis a ſtrange Quettion 
S120, Any 1t IL cNEVE, tlic firſt, W119 CYL 1Shl 4d, 
| where 
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whlrere a Church was, before fhe was. The Romany 


was a part of the Catholic, as ſoon as ſhe was 1 
Church; till then ſhe was where all the Churches 
the World beſides were, except that of /lirrulalem, 
and where the Cliurch of Vier a/ ue tO was, Le- 
fare Chriſt was born, in the order of Providence 
But how can #t be FER: inferr'd, that the/e Pows Ts 
are now in the Church of R Ome $1696 Cath, 
Church, I ſuppoſe, he means, exciu/iy2 to a7 other; 
wnleſs it be made appear that it was s Hein Genebal £1 
all the Apoſtles 2 As1it there needed Logic t Pears, 
that Powers left for the Salvation of Mink BY (= 
main 1n being as long as tacre remains a Mag cind 
to be ſaved ; or Pow ers left to tlie Chart of abril 


are in the Church of, Chriſt; and tnoſe excludcd 
from the Powers, who are not incl:}ced nm the 
Church ; or to make appear Sie 15 Heir-Generz! 
to all the Apoſtles, who as viltu!y As ele the S-rin. 
ture is in Print, is the Oye Church of Chrr/? - Pollls 
bly he could be content to be fiſburlios 7 this 
Point : but ſmce his Majctt £ ENOUSIE not to his 
purpoſe to co more t!14an barely mention it; I rhink 


It not. to mine, to ſtray trom the Papers I ceieny. 
In the proceſs of his Diſcourſe, he would re: 


the ordinary Power of the Nevs our of 2's D::pute |; 
and ſhall with all my kearr, to te remove it act 
out of the Church. For tincs t gy with tie ret, 
given only to her, I do nor! tee what otter goog 
Title there can be to ft, bur-thar of ng Part of 


Her. | |He is, by tis good favour, ; OvERMRtey N 72» 
moving Miraculous Power out ot t3e E: kurch. Fr 
God, who flights not tae Remi Cathoic:Churci 
ſo much as he, continues till to. work VEractes in 
her. And would he be content ro pur ths whets 

| y [12s 


\\w 


'F 


J's 4 Defence of 
4 . 
\ [ive on Miracles, I would be content to undertake 
'Oh{ Prool. ut Alas 7 [| {car there needs a Miracle 
tomake People willing that Diflerences of Religion 


{houtd have any [fluc. 
He. wc wha have it queſtion'd, What part of the 


"i "0M Tt Cf Int. It, (ible Sp1r1t Iv,1g 0 eXpIre with 
ne Af Pur - what to be continued to the Church in 


FETNE vo how 'far that Promiſe extends ? 
ons for Chriſtians to| Uiſpute,, atter 


Strange Q4ic 


4 
| they have been antwer 'd by Chriſt himſelt,, When 
P Chriit has extendell the Atliſtance of that Spirit to 
A his DecJrine,} and! 4/1 Time; tor us to as 
wilh.ch parc ot ehygt Affiſtance (hall ccale ? or to 
hit - 15 20 4s, Whichis the Part. of Chriſt's Pro- 
ry FUN he will not! pextorm ? Neither indeed 
276 theſe Queſkions, with his Diſtinction between 
Sin and Eft: ur, and.tubtle Speculations upon it, tor 
"Ny 113g, DUE EO bring 1N Depoſing 2 Doctrine, a Com- 


100-place bang d 1n}Every.Book of late. 
It.1s a lathe, than which, as much as it 1s de- 
2's upon, I,do\ndt thipk a worle can be taken 
22 Invective againſt Intallble Afſiitance, pick 
- 1n9d\chuſc throveh the whole Bundle, When I CON= 
What 22S yalt, and reflect there wanted neither 
Power nor Pr tenſion in Men, and nevertheleſs that 
25 Rerfuaſions abou! "Pcpoling v cre never ſettled, as 
[20i8in crate Matters wich diſpleaſe the Anſwerer, 
© 20 1.0 roiigs for an} Argament againſt Infallible 
.T:Nance,: 1 take tor 2 a ſtrong Argument tor it. For 
a2 fe cou be the\Cauſe of thar Eite&t, but that 
"er eyen|ol ni ng Men was directed ! UY an 
1n2 Alliftance of che Divine SPIIt|; > He may 
n2ke wat thew be pleaſes, with the Errours of 
Cr meh Guices, who wilnar reficet they never ex- 
Ccrcls «| 
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ercisd the Power of Church-Guid-:s Upon tlic woT 
Errours, or, In his Languare, /o as to 0/ 1172 other 
which yct he knows very weilno C ,Quncil, of tha 
he had in Is eye, ever did. As the © Aurcii to wh F 
the Promile of Afliſtance was ma: ic, ſhouid ef 
know what it means, none in the Rab, '” Catia - 
Cliurch ever underſtood it would always preſer'e, 
even thoſe who by their FunRions arc Chutots 
Guides, trom Krrour any more than Sin, fave when 
they pertorm the Office of Church-G: aides ; Or Cx- 
pected more, than that They ſhould not Aut 197i! £2 
tively detlarc that to be Chrilt's Doctrine, which Aj 
not ; or that not to be, which 15. Since it is un- 
deniab ly. certain, that our Church-Guides have nc- 
ver made any ſuch Declaration, in ſtead 0! profit- 
ing by their Pains, we ſtand w ondring what Prote- 
ſtants mean, by repeating ſo otten a Tale Witch ha 
nothing 1n 1t. Whoever errs among us, Church» 
Guide, or not Church-Guide, errs on his 0x/n Head, 
and not miſguided now, or at any time, by the 
Church or ker Gnides, And fo long tit is as wildly 
unreaſonable to 1mpute thoſe Errours to the Citur 
or any but the erring Particulars, as to bring Par. - 
In guilty tor tC Faults of Paul. 

And th Eu th 6"; Sham it he makes upon, C7 
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A Defence of 


imperte&t, as hall: periods uſe to be: but who read 
the whole, will, I believe, underſtand it pertectly 
enough, and it he hadl no mind tO ſpeak to this part 
Ot it, he might have ſaid fo, without unputing to it | 
an Imperfect! on of! his own making, by ſevering It 
from ts tellows, As unperlect as it 1s, I find by it, 
3 at the Power, of which Ts Majelly ſpeals, was 
> Pow or of deciding Matters ot Faith ; and ſo, that 
when he talks of the Gilt of Tongues, and the like, 
hetalks of what his Majeſty did nor. It informs us 
t00, that, as great Prerogatives as the Apoſtles had 
above other Men, ſubſequent Councils took upon 
them to make Creeds as well as they ; Creeds which 
ceclare they! will undoubtedly perith eternally, who 
believe not entirely what they contain : And ſo might 
have put us in mind, that thoſe who do as much in 
latter Ages, have Precedents tor what They do: 
atters,/wl hich it ſeems, he takes no delight to 


{peat Ot: | 

ASit had been ſomething rugged to have faid this 
Part, for alllit was lett out, deferv.d no confiderati- * 
02, he ſmoothly palles to that which next do's. And 
that is, That the Church was the Judge even of Scrip- 
are 1: ſelf, many Tears after the Apoſiles, which 
B06ks were Canonical, and which were not. To which 
Þe rep] VS, T hat there is a Judge of Law, and a 
7 vdae of Fall, and that zhe Church Judges of Fatt, 
wer Law Let him | call it how he pleaſes, it the 
Cure af ja0ges whether a Book be Canonical or no, 
ene Church 15 1 Judge of that Matter, aad the King | 

124 Tru ; and *tis but ſo much crudition lolt, 
Diſputc by what name Her Judgment ſhall go. He 
favs Lcfides that, The Church of Rome hath no par- 
$1 near prit -uledpe in this Matter, but gives its Tudg- 
ment 
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ment as other parts of the Chriſtian Worlil ion, 1, 
the Clauſe he anſwers, ſpoke of any partic ilar 
Church, or Priviſedge. It ſays, the Church, that 5, 
the bile, made up- of the” Ftoman, an the reſt; 
whoſe ſame Faitl intitles them to the ſaine \ppe!lt- 
. tion, was the Judge of Scripture, winch Books were 
Canonical, and wluch werenot. Ons may } pe nreniyg 
the Anſwerer thinks this 15 true, and hg wo phe have 
ſaid, what he thought, in ex» words. But he 
thought fit to ſpin it out into a Section, . 2nd divice 
the Matter ſo, that one Member ot 11 s Diviſ, 2 15 Nt 
included in the Matter divided ; he alone knows, why, 
And if They had this Power then, I. dehre to kn0w, 
fays his Majeſty next, how They came 7? loſe it 4 ang 
the Anſwerer deſires ro know who are mean! }; boos ey; 
and what is underſtood by This Power: He 1124 nz: 


SHIT 


the Paper by him ſure, when he askt tacks Quett 
For it 1s there as plain, as words can mate 1t, that 
by They is meant the Charch, and by 7/ bis Power, Tots 
Power of deciding Matters of Faith, exercifid in 
making Creeds , "and judging of Canonical Boole; 
Then he falls to his D.ſtiactions again; and rells us, 
Tt is one thing for a part of tre Church ta give T2. 
ſtimony to a raatter of Fa# tf, ani another to a/ſame th 
Power of mating Boots Canonical, wwich were not /0. 
Pieces of Learning, which hs may, :t he pleaſe, 
keep in reſerve*til! he have to. do with {ome body, 
who talks ot a 4 a6 of tc 24rci, Or m7 Booes 
Canonical which were nor. By the way, ke means, 
I ſuppoſe, making Books not writte ke 
ſpirat:on, to be Wr.tten Cy Dune [ofpiracion. For 
HM he mean making 15 appear, 4:9 0. 

tively, an with obligar 107. Of tubim.;ho0nh, Tac a 
Book, ot which| it is counted waetaer| it Were 1& 


gy 
ce 


F +6 


5 | | Pi, IDrfence of 

0.009 00, was writ by Divine Inſpiration, 1o, the 
xiv, 8 vg makes agcount, the Judgment of the 
Chih ol ICK thalle bh Bodk Cinonicak! 1n'the mican 
Eh HOW 0G Ulturchleanc t6!Jble the: Power 'of 
G4 10 : NIatters oft Hatit!: 1S.\thc Queſtion : 1o 


NS, 1t IECIN$, [LO] L410 tunc 
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0396 detes to know lattlier, By what Aus 
M44 Enratt hem (ilucos from that Church? 
+ Ci:41a:N bY S| tC Antweorcer, 7 he C Cat/ olic and. 
1”, 1+ YN o$,., That 15 the Chili -h of* which his 
Yaftly t% 1:55 [if rephes the Anſwerer, ow no 
274::04 the Fiat. Mhoſe Hipgliotthis,larc they 
lon kito paar tom that Church or no? It they 
p e091; tle Patagraph- ſpeaks not ito them; Tf they 
(10, .3Þ expects thev ſhould ſhew by what Authority 
icy iFpardte} [Not (0:07 their Separation, 154 bad 
qritvl ihdg a Woric| excuſe, ja 45 micli as to 
J5% 109 What thev. ate aſhan'd to own. But 
224 0H 1 71 614-ithg Communion of the Roman 
Claro), 7" 42 rd may kzep wp. the Sexecter Onion with 
Cor itt and 14 TO {t6lic C/ Purch, That is to iay 
Te £3,727 Is VE Ha gfe tro: i] re rin j cloic ti1e " 
[222 i Bur tet tha willy 5) Here is I 
; | 1114! id I {uppdſe, "Ris 


2» 


| DVI 81100 ie (Wou 

- (5b len Fnrtand again. As 1 cannot be- 

: Chmmitiian ! rom tier, to ſay, ſhe is dit 

EN - Failh ISS wetakd it here! from the Com- 
THY | tc Roman Ch Urcil, | Uncerfland 

ro 120= i niy tor oth 1cit, and thoſe Wio arc ot 

EA. Finger the 1tlke peril! to. thin; 

tio Ve (tis | /[t0;nan, NO 5:1 dev oN i 
Tx Y 113.30 VIE. Ali 1 uy AtON- [LUrCH, | 
134 Uo C15 NTazcity: MW fy [1c thew 
L[1at 
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that truly Catholic and Apoſtolic Church; witty || J a” 
which, by ſcparting from the [{toman, tis \ Hen Us 
t 11C1r tricter Union, and with which the has 20 hay 
none. For ſure he do's not talk of a {tri nin 
with nothing. Let him. tell us in what Count 
the Men live, "that Pcople may goto them, anl Icar: 
of then what their Faith is, and fſce w hetlier:it Wil 
be all once with that'of the Anſwerer and his Frinn; 
and have ſoinetiung, more than |hi5 word tor the 
{ſtricter Union, which he ſays, 15 between ti; 

What He, and thvſc w::9 taxe his part, 49, 
ſeparating of themſelves, Its tells us, Eat £21un 
aut by an 7 ſurping E:2ion ia the Church ; an: 
the Conditions o Communion impos 4 ly Pat Fr. 
101, an FLU! ra | br him wito 1$ own'd | Sf wp (5:16 
of that Church, ar? uninſt and unr: afaliabtal nd +5: 


» 
_ 
ad 


Aautiority he challenzes a meer Ujurpaticn ; 2nc FEXFAE 
/ p, 
They are not to b2 condewmn'd for ſuch 2 $4 Pp; ; 
/ a4 3) Pris th Ny 9s 5 2] 58 K , _ . 
which IP '8) unavordatlis. Vy {1 b4 1 210106 4G, [ DEiRECC 1 
4% ' 


him, even lupp Dofing U; urpation, and whatever 
\Th OO! 14 have 7 / Can LCN at tney \\ 119 art, F 'T vis te, he & 
(o|unjuſtly, ſeparated trom tae Communien, avort 


DAng <parated from 1 ti. Faith of 2 Chur 1, if the : 
- | . 
pieate ? Is there any| Church, or Rower cn Earth, ; 
which could hinder (them irom Eclievine ,. when 
they were. out of Communion, waak trev gid ? 
L24y were In it? Winch it- ca aagd aone, Excom-+ 
mynicarion it felt had not teparited| rien fromthe 
Jurch, of winch tagie- Pypers {peas Forlall are 
' ſ ' ' . | W 
duced init wio have ons Fair with 53 Rus 
WO necus have a 2r Far Thev lerards 
| 
Ja Rem ices, - IT enink xr 1isn9% no pony. els 
Id tits way i{egarate tem. | |Aigs: the only 
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Gt, is heir voluntary Change of Faith. - And thar 
C 11a0ge indecd caſts them unavoidably out ; becauſe 
(0 OC ot the fame Faith with a Church, and of a 
c:cnt Faith trom her, is inconſiſtent: Other ca(t- 
mg Oat, | Ly which he means, I ſuppoſe, Excommu- 
P1Ccation, | there 1s: none- that | know. Tis true, 
tre is] 4 | general] Exc ommunication of thoſe who 
ha\e c 11ng'd their Faith into Hereſic : And ſome 
are particularly named ; but not a word of the 
Church of Exg/avd, or any relating to England, but 
tg & ng! if is. It any ot his We be included in it, 
its becaule they have voluntarily thruſt themſelves 
in, by 7 dnbraing the Anathematiz'd Hereſies. And 
t he, with his Flouriſhes and big Talk, would have 
their caſt; ng. off the Church, pals tor the Churches 
calling them out ;! and their voluntary Act be call'd, 
a_ be! = caſt unav roidably out. | Croſs Language, in 
rav\ Or 1n10Nn, and a very ſorry, Juſtification of Se-' 

Parat on, 
30h what. has hen reſerve T| ſee what he alledg- 
es to iaſtifie his confident Reproach of ©ſurpation? 
Tit S2cred Head of the Church) on whom he cries 
out. tor an\Uſurfer , has thew d, by his reiterated 
-robartion.. of the Biſhop ct Meux Book, that 
's content with that Submiſſion and Obedience 
% 7102 |tN8 |/Zoly Councils and Fathers have always 
raughr the Faithful. Pray with, what propricty of 
Lang Sages or v hat Sen, do's | he call challenging 
f ſo my 1, Ulurpation| - What|Seripture, or Anct- 
EN! Curl or Part of tie Chriſtian World, con- 
furs with tim tfiat 'tis fo ! | not! excepting the 
(Clurcil of Fagland lier felt. For there 1s more rea-: 
197 19 tary he Expoſitor's word, 'who ſpeaks in her 
"YE il%, 10 (11S, ior Lie Senſe of. the Church of 
| England. 
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Pornt, ſince the wi// be content tn yirld the Pope tha 
Authority which the Ancient. Council; of tho AM 
tive Church have acknowledged , and 1s JT hly Fa: 
thers have always taught the PFait) ful ts 3155 Liw 
And She, T ſuppoſe, would not yield to 271. 1 far: 
pation, nor the Expoſitor for hier. 

But pray for what 15 this Haranguc pon Uſirt 
tion, ani a Spiritual Kingfdom ? The wy we” Ek 
know,how People cCOme to feparars Fon tie Church, 
that is, vary from the Common Faith of off rittians 
And the GC EEs tells him, T rerc Wy an Dos: rper {ct 
\up in the Weſt. Why, ſuppoſe tl, _ Pe: 
ple therefore needs believe otherw! ” ws Te; did 
before ?' needs believe there 15 no Change of Sub: 
ſtance, no Purgatory, no more than two Sacraments, 


and the reſt? This Weſtern Ulſurpation has no [a- 


fluence upon the Eaſt, to make he Chriſtians thefe 


change their Faith. ' Why cannot the Retormaricn 
believe of thele Points 25s taey bllicve. 1nd 2s: all 
Chriſtians, beſides themſelves, ever Ke ad {11 


do? So all Differehces would be reduc'd to 2 fingle 
Point, and thar, it we may believe tae Expoſitor, e:- 
ther no Difference. or eaſily reconcilen>[e. Bari .cs 
go about to make Us. believe, we muſt needs differ 
about a hundred rhings, and can by no means think 
it lawtul to pray to 2 Saint, or fer t ap 47 Image, as 
long as a certain Man takes more t: 120 COmes t is 
thare, ſhews the An(werer was either in 2 very -lea- 
{ant Humour, or hard put to 1t |tor ſine Ling : TO 
laV. 


[ have follow'd him, 4'T am|gor quires out of 


my way. To return again. Dy, wiat Autoorte: 
Jo Mea ſeparate trom the Catholic 174 Apoſt>!: 
C1 | CL $3 & gh 


F*unland. And from lhimT learn, it ſticks not at't!;:5; 
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Church ? {ays the Queſtion. We own no Separati- 
on from-that, but .are disjoyn'd from the Roman, 
lay's the*Antwerer.: Since that Churclt is nothing 
ut the Roman, andthe net united in the ſaine Faith, 
as a Man's Boy 1s nothing but thc ſeveral Members 
animatcd by the fame Soul; and ng Part can be cut 
oft trom any ot the. Members, no Part ot a Finger, 
for example, trom the Finger, without being cut off 
from the whole Boy : This is in truth to ſay, We 
are not ſeparated, we are only disjoynel ; or, We 
are not 1teparated, but ſeparated, | But to let this 
paſs, and not ſtray ,turther aiter him into the many 
Queſtions which his Reply would ſtart ; As, Whe- 
ther there be any Catholic, beficdes the Roman Catho-. 
1c Church?! Wheter thre can be Reaſon tor be- 
ing cis;oyn'd trom''any Part of it}? Whether Dil- 
z5oyning, and Union, be not flat, Contradiction - 
ſince Disjoyning ſignifies a diflerent/Faith, and Uni- 
on the ſame- And\the like, in | which, whatever 
oncern his He have, I do not believe he has Au- 

thority irom the C: wurch of England to concern her. 
All theſe things apart, [ obſerve the Anſwerer do's 
here 85 elſewhere: appears himſelf,, and leaves his 
Antuwer behind. ' For who they are that ſeparate, 
and what they,own, and from what part they pro- 
teſs to be al f3oy n'd, is nothing to what Authority 
they have to ſeparate trom the whole, who do? 
Tie Kings Queſtion is a ſtep to an end of Contro- 
verſies : For let People once know, that they, who- 
ver they ve, are in a deplorable condition, who live 
arated from the one Church of Chrilt upon Earth, 
Avi among them, + who have any care of their 
' 'Souls,. will bethink themſelves, and beglad to find 
Er Out, and by piecing with her r, it they be broken 
1H oft, 


00 
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oft, help to make that Ons, the only Chureh on 
Earth, and all Chriſtians of a mind again. And 
wiſh the Anſwerer had gone that one ftep without 
ttaggering, It had'been a fate ſtep for every body, 
who 1s ſure he do's not ſeparate. For it takes off no 
weight trom any Reaſon, by which he can ſhe 
that he. do's not. But I am airaid, the youngeſt 
Man in Chriſtentom fhall never Ive to ſee one Rtep 
made towards an cnd of differences in Religion; 2t 
leaſt, if the Anſwerer were. inelin'd tat way, Fe 
migut, me thinks, without boggling, have frankly 
own-d there 1s, or there 15 not Authority to paul, 
The laſt Paragraph asks, wnen pretenc ey are mad 


of ſeparating trom the Ch: Ich, Who all judze. of 
them : the whole Church, or part: cular ot He 29- 


ſwers, That the who!? force of this Parazraph 7 "peat 
| Upon aFuppoſtion, which. trben t 9r rranted, 7 100% 
never be yielded by Them, and they are (ur? ca, Gal 
be prov'd by the Church of Rome. Let the Para- 
graph and its fOrce, © d epend on Wat it Fu ould -he 
not have aniwered a plain Queſtion plainly; ana toid 
us whether the Judgment of Pretences 

CEIONg tOTaC Church, and'|it not, to wnom ! 
pretends here, that chit s| are caken fo 

one fide. WAICN can never be prov Q, and wil - 
be yielded by tie other. Let him tell us if he piezle, 
betore he proceed, who thall judge ot thus much ; 
Who profiounce whether tnoſe of the Cahuren of 
Rome can prove or no, and beidre waom/tney thall, 
when 1t comes (O taetr turn, produce ther prot. 
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Ie Suppatitzant magie I the Parayrap! 1, 45, he 

$1 "5 74 | | my SHPCMP 111 wo Wi 1 tf 1, le, the mw bole 

fn ** TRA LET v | A VIEWF00 IV heew of the {ame 

— Samy not WY A 7 bps, abid opt Jomrn ew! | particular 

Vit ML. 19 7.40" +} 5 oC OP PO al 'hew IV hereng 

4 Ci 18Y Ws, { KPOWY 407 70 the /!oly 

& 05; "I MEIN, M4 PIG) OOO rhe Porn in 

woe {1 an wnibcrial Traditiantrom tle Apoſtles 

Ac i the. content! of the whole Church were 

; (17-bit 4 pfYot But let that pals, he things 


*. M1101 [10 macs che Paragrapit tup pie, arc the very 
DFOTAQes. Of) MOAUCHN exprotly peaks, New 477 7cles, 
£70! wir firs lope. He hunlell pretends them 


02.0% | fac The bother: pretends there 1s no ſuch 
meter ARS Has Maicity asks who hall judge of 
Mele) cpItran Fretroceet Cannot he atlord to an- 
att £ þ nadie ly but mult needs harrangue. up- 
62. pretinees Wy «hich no body! do's, nor need 


Lal -TIt08F 55 Fare known well enough. We, 
22S 195 IEnſwFIer iatther, do wo? rake wpon os ſelves 
4 ocehinlnn ke wniwertad Senje off the Chriſtian 

Cryrct rem Fe Azores time in any one Foint, As 

b ET DJ5S 6% T9 Karn taat They pretend this too, 
| & 22794 9: Tilgy tang upon them, forme body lure is 

Eq aces, Mitther cy | contrad:ft| the: univerſal 
SS 4 rig Curchihor nv. The King would fain 
124.49 ith this fume body, and the An- 
Se £2%r 1% Zerit im; who this Judge 1s, tells him 
et es 1 ic JEET Wy hum. when he fits. © Why, at 
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A Defence of 


why he drives all/to the Judgment of of a particular 
Church, unleis hethinkall fate there, ' and the Judg- 
ment of:that' Church -not to be ſubmitted to any lar- 


ther Judgment. Which it he do, he plainly thinks | 


there 1s no Judge hetween Churche! whatever may 
be, betwixt Churches and particular Men. This in- 
deed is a fall Anſwer, and which takes the Queſtion 
quite away. For it can no longer be ask'd, who ts the 
Judge, it there be none at all. "But he do's not explain 
himlelt, and 'tis not for me to make him ſay more 
than he do's. This I fee ; that either this is his Anſwer, 
of he e giVCS None. For there|; 1s nothing beſides, but 


Sat Prove they make, and who made them, and 


on what account: Ally buclr 1s nothing to, who ts 

\O Fur e of them 2 o} 
'n ' Uturper is /a ſtrange 1mportunate fellow to 
thruſt in ſo often, where he has nothing to do, and I 


ave no more to ſay to him. At the laſt conſideration! 
am as much ſurpriz'd as the Anſwerer, For I thought, ' 


29 Intereſt ſhould have been remembred in our Calc, 
byt One, [ive it avails a Man to gain the whols 
Hlorld 4 7 loje h;s \Soal,, T ſee no great cauſe he has 
tow Node 4 hat Princes and the Clergy ſhould be of 
ditterent minCs 4n Matters of Religion. He knows 
5e Calc has happened hererotore, and that there had 
be: b no'changeot Religion in En land, it the whole 
Body! : the Clc crgy, and their Advice had been re- 
rd, 2:1 not to pry into Mens Hearts, to ſee 
at Fnts ircfh fa 2) js /elic Mm, This 1s certain, that thoſe 
©, whnpreter their Eternal, before their Tem- 
Puraillntcreftllv Chen icy are for the Chfirch of Rome, 
ie 200d example; And I cannot conclude better, 
e142 | :t1 ora\ inv dd. {ff S1VE everybody, the Grace 
tt WoWir; and. in behalt of Princes, thanking hum 
01, £102 \11:s Reader, Kit they arc not all drawn 
F'; lt: ATC ol from: " latciclt. A 
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DEFENCE | 
Second Paper. : I: 


'HE firſt Paragraph , -as the Anſwerer 1195 
handled it, concerns the Church of England | 
more than me. If She,. when the King. - , 
.talks of Hereſies, and Hereſies crept in, 

think her ſclt oblig'd, by the Anſwerers thin King pre- 

ſently of her: or when the is brought in, by "his 

turning immediately to juſtifie the Difſenter rS, - 20G 

that by an Argument alleaged tormerly in her \be- 

half, with ſomething more tavour to them too tlian 

her ; \ for he allows Them S:x Councils, and but Four | 
to Her I have nothing adsy with it.” They are Mat- f 
ters between themſelves. Are there Herefies in Ext - 
land, or are there not? Ts ita fad thi ng there thoul, 
or is it not-? Thele are the Queitions at preſent 204 
'ewill be time enough ta talk of the Church of Ex 
[and and Diflenters, when they are antwered. W, at 
Power the Church of Rome has to define Fferet:-; 
DoFrines, Will keep cold too, +Fgr 'tis not a5k'd, 
How Hereſies come to be, or are known to be Here- 
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TR 28566 \\} 04130) [i C180 LC, not Herclics 
) One JS ; 1 1 \\ Q [4] * ()1n C "voy [1," | lad, lavs the 


i&Þ another chains 1s [rg [1\ the Anlwercr. 
| th. is tho Salk inde of i Phraygraj [1 The 
of rot 2a the crit LOOMS | WAS mo! (pen, 


Jane 113-11 1 Sth 'T% xCUF TIS (| WW | 1 (lic. 
MU AG oflt tavkonevt, 1inat err Man thinks 
: 0 Fg ALLEN'S 7 ; ; {ne At _ FINTHAYC as the very 


; . de obo datos Wh aun 01] Is Anſwer 15, 
a 2 arch talthe Witallilile Spirit which 
\ © Felt, Ne repeats again, That every 


: (501 -bea Jacke in] retpect ot | himielt, not of 


$238:5) And. lays} .togy own the [Authority of 
"0b Caltgs inthe Clhirch; and a dug Submiſſion to 


34+ |1i3t ood wo; 40! them to be as competent Judg- 
#7 er IPIATS 25, tp Agales S themſelves. 

Tio2 2& ſhouls lav the ftrefs of his Anſwer on a 
<= Gable _ | s Expretiion, 75 competent as the Apo- 


.:/c4-fis bat an ordmparv Hi 2v of layl ing very compe- 

: re*+i-1| 45 when ve IV, Man 1s as ſtrong as Sam- 
4 TFT.» as wife gs Sriomon; we mean no more 
25th that hey are very along and wile. And he can 
rairk)raar Not juſt{ſo competent as the Apoſtles, is 
2n 4niwer to, Whether Competent or no? and to. 
-2:c5 zr 2 Words, fit Matter in a Diſpute with a King. 
But itt 51s The Apoſtles, for what concerned 


ret itives, epuld do. no. more with their Infallible 
& tis t112n judge for themiclves, and act in order 
ye i'r 0 vayl on according £0) that Judgment. And 
30 Men the Anſwerce contends | 15 the right of every 
pod TH then, everybody .1s In |rigour as com- 
ner 1 dpe tor * miclf, as the Apoſtles. And he 
ren ics 12: Gony vet His Majcſly affirmed, by at- 
"m\rp myre ume: Fr H1s Manly only ſaid, 

that 


the Second Paper 


that every Man thoug bt himſelf, 
every Man « an maſt be Judge tor himcit, Wii 
where every boly lis, pray. wit! otiiers Are fer 
or can there be, for whom any botly, cen tic 13% 
Itles themſelves, jt they were AlLYE, c10- Judze 
There 15 nothing Hor them th exerciſe thee infallols 
Spirit upon, but the Multitmitte wich r2mains, atte 
every ſingle Man 15 gone: Alas! | that there ſhouic 
bY ſuch ro ng 1m the Concerns of Salvation, - H 

Majcelly was not folicitous to whom Julgment of 
Relipion extends, nor ſays a work of that mater; 
but on what prountls it 15. mave :; nd eries 
People fo, carcieſs of thne.r Souls, 45 to ventures them 
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Upon 2 Judgment WN.CN THEY 11NQY|U7 EX2RrIENCE G&- 
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cclves them tor ty times 2 Cay , 33 No Gameiter 


would venture 2 Bt, aga'nit infitre Oids: The 


Anſwerer Munas nqtning 2 ENS! ; but provided Pen- 
ple will be content to tains tnermielzes not tuil gu 
ſo 'wiſ: as tac 4>oftles, [25s |pains.to periuade 
them; they 'are wile OE Or 2 Nrras Af Inc 


greater 1mp ort 12n Eternit And 
their Heac 4 Xit2 the incurtinent Thou, enlh 
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i A Deferce of © 


ther underſtand, |nor mean to inquire. It concerns 
thoſe Gaides, and it is. not for me to thruſt my felt 
into the Concerns ot other Folks. 

And "tis no wonder, ſays the third Paragraph, zz 
ſhould be fo, fince that Part of the Nation, which 
looks moſt like a Church, dares not bring the true Ar- 
cumcnts againſt the other Seits, for fear they ſhould 
be turned againſt themſelves, and confuted by their 
exwn 4rcuments. To this he fays firſt, That 'e is 
 gire6RtVv level'd againſt the Charch of England, Ag 
if an Arrow were the ſharper, or blunter, for the 
Mark at which it isaim'd., Let him tell us whether 
the Aſlertion be truc, or not true, and talk of Le- 
velling, when Levelling is in queſtion. He is out 
even in that too. | For the_Paragraph 1s in truth le- 
vell'd, not againſt the Church of \Erg/and, but her 
Mistortune. It 1s an Expreſſion of Compaſſion, not 
Reproach, that the has been overaw'd from uſing the 

rue Argaments againſt Sectaries. 

Then he an{wers, That zf there can be no Authority 
in « Church, without Infallibility ; or no Obligation to 
ſutmit to Authority, without it ; then the Church of 
England doth not wſe the beſt Arguments againſt Se- 
(tarrtr. But if there be mo ground for Infallibility, 
as 1: his own Gopdneſs were not| Ground enough 
tor God to give it] to a Nature which needs it, and 
his Word not Ground enough to believe he has given 
it ; then, for ought he can ſee, the Church of England 
hath wiſely diſown'd, the Pretence of \Infallibility, and 
wade wie of the beſt Arguments againlt Settaries, 
from a jujt Anthority, and the Sinfulneſs and Folly 
of :he Seltaries refuſing to ſubmit to 1t. | 

] rake for granted, he ſpeaks of Authority to guide 
S0uls to Alcaven, ſuch as was in the Primitive 

| Church, 
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Church, when the Civil Laws were all againſt her. 
And pray lum, 1t he pleaſe, to inſtruct us how ſuch 
Authority can be in a Church, without IntaliiLility, 


We ſee no body will believe a Man, who, atter he has . 


told his Story, ſhould add, It may be all falie, tor any 
thing he knows ; nor lend his Money upon a Pro- 
mile to be repaid, which the Borrower declarcs be- 
tore-hand he knows not whether he can keep or no. 
And we are perſuaded there ſhould be better Secu- 
rity tor our Souls, than for our Money, or uncon- 
cerning Opinions. To ſay a Church is, fallible, is 
to ſay ſhe may be deceiv'd; and if ſhe may be de- 
ceiv'd her ſelf, They may be deceiv'd who tollow 
her. Wherefore to tell us, that ſuch a Church has 
notwithſtanding Authority to guide us, and that we 
ought ſubmit to it, is to tell us, we ought be led 
- by a Guide, w ho cannot anſwer he knows the way 
we, ſhould go, and venture eternal Happineſs or 
Miſery on a Security, which he who gives, tells us 
plainly betore-hand may fail us. 

Pray let us conſider. Chriſtians, every body 
knows, are oblig'd to loſe all things ; their Goods, 
their Liberty, their Lives, rather than their Faith. 


Can it be reaſonable to do this tor a Faith, ot which - 


' they are conſcious to themſelves, that it may be 
falſe, tor any thing they know? And do's not his 
own Heart tell him, who knows nothing of it but 
by the Relation of a fallible Relator, that it may 
be falſe, for ought he can tell? Wheretore, to make 
the Faith of Chriſtians depend on a tallible Authort- 
ND to make Chriſtianity, with its obliging Du- 
ties, the moſt unreaſonable thing in Nature. 

What do I 1ay, unreaſonable ? Ir is to make it 


abſolutely impotiible. For, can 1 be a Chriſtian 
Fn'2 W:TQOU! 
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os - 4 Defenc e100. 
- without believing ? Is not Belief a judgment that 
the thing is true which I believe? Can I have ſuch 
2 Judgment without a cauſe able to produce it ? And 
is a fallible Authority able to make me judge more 
than that the thing 1s fa/l;bly truc? When Chriſti- 
anity theretore obliges me to believe the thing a//c- 
| | {uteiy truc, it there be nothing to make me believe 
| buta fallible Authority, 1t obliges me to an Eflect 
without a Cauſe, that 1s, to a downright impoſſibt- 
litv. And indeed tv flat Contradiction. For as a 
thing cannot poſſibly be true, and not true at once, 
to judge 1t 15 true, 1s to judge it cannot at the ſame 
= time be talle. But I mult of necetfity judge both, it 
| { juJge upon a Motive which I know is fallible : Zhar 
it s true by the Judgment to! which Chriſtianity 
obliges me; and\that zt may be falſe, by the ſame 
Judgments being/grounded on my fallible Authority. 
For by judging it|tallible, I judge 1t may deceive me, 
that 1s, that what it recommends to me for true, 
may be falſe. At which rate he 1s the only good 

Chriſtian who contradicts himſelt. 

When the Anſwerer. ſhall make out, that ſuch 
things can be, we may hope to ſee his Church Au- 
thority without Intallibility. Till then he will per- 
mit us to be perluaded that Intallibility is the true 
Argument, which he confeſſes has not been us'd a- 

gainſt Sectaries. | 

If it be true, that the Church pf Zngland cannot 
pretend to. this Argument, which if ſhe did, Sefta- 
ries, he ſays, might juſtly turn it againſt her, it 1s 10 
much the worſe, and the Kings Diſcourſe is indeed 

- jcvelled againſt her. But I ſee no ſuch matter. Why 
Q may not ſhe, ut the pleaſe, pretend to her ſhare ig 
1 Jnfall:b:ury or the Whole, by remaining, as I 

p | * think, 
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think, her beſt Advocates plead ſhe do's, a part Of 
the Whole 2 Becaule, ſays he, tho" Church Autbork 
ty be aſſerted, Infalltbility 1s deny d in her Articles. 
Where I beſeech *him ? for I cannot find Infallibility 
deny'd, ſave to particular Churches, whereot any 
one undoubtedly may forfeit her pretence to Intall:- 
bility, by changing her former Faith, and ſo ceaſing 
to be a Member of the Body, to waitci it was pro- 
miſe. Burt this 1s her concern: not mine. Tt it be 
ſo with her, ſhe may thank taole againſt whom the 
kings Dil courſe. is truly leveil'd; thoſe who have 
pull'd this Argument out of her Hands, and reduc'd 
her to have nothing to Urge agunt Sectar; 5, but the 
ſintulneſs and folly of the Separation : as if ths 
could take it 1ll of other folks that they ſeparate trom 
her, it ſthe-be brought to ſeparate trom other tolls 
Or, as it there were any ſin, or folly in Peoples Ce 
firing to make their Salvation ſure, and when they 
cannot find fecurity in a Fallble Authority, teen; 
it ellewhere, 
There tollows tnat the Church of Enzla Ang, as t 
cali d.| Tins as ris call'd makes hin aca) ail 
he would fain know what ſhe wants to mat? ber 
good a a Church a ans in the Chrittian Ward «. {i1e tat 
wants neither Faith, zt 712 Crocd contin ir, nor £2. 
craments, ROC Fwcee, 00 of 5:japs, nor a _L1:nr2y; 
Never ſo little Indulgence tor a Ning, Would havs 
ſuttered him to| {peak as he. tho Pans fi | efrectaltly 
when he had apply'a the Worg, which ofens 
Aniwerer, to the Churci ot Rowe too. For 
ot the Roy n.1N, tne Church 1 WRLCH 15S WY -4 tne Roman 
F rtholc. Bur | it the Anſwerers Zeal tor tne Cauren 
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A Defence of 
ſomething material for her, than in picking a need- 
[cls Quarrel., | 

[i the Church of |England really he not what ſhe js 
call'd, it is long ot her telt,and the influence ſhe ſuffers 
thoſe to have, who will needs poſſeſs the World, 


- 


' that ſhe ſets up 7\ wolygn's tor her-ſelt with a difle- 


rent Faith, from that of the great Body. As the 
Whole 1s but One Church, made up of as many 
Members, as there; are particular Churches which 
protels the ſame Faith ; it is unintelligible how there 
can be a particular Church otherwiſe, than by being 
a Member of this Body. . It the Anſwerer have a 
rind to ſhew ſhe is a Church, he ſhould ſhew ſhe is 
a Member, and believes as the reſt, not alledge 
tor her things common to as very Heretics as ever 
were in the World. | For how many of them receiv'd 
the Creed, had Sacraments, Succeſſion of Biſhops, 
and Liturgies ? - Not to touch the reſt (in which, for 
all the Anſwerers confidence, there are difficulties 
more than he or any: Man will be able to clear.) Is 
it not palpable that Chriſtians are as much oblig'd to 
believe every thing which Chri/? taught, when *tis 
known he taught 1t,' as what 1s contain'd in the 
Creed? And is it not as certainly known he taught 
much more, as that he taught what is there contain'd ? 
Is it not palpable, that ſhe her ſelt believes more - I 
for my part, underſtand not the Zeal of talking, as if 
ſhe quitred her only ſure hold, to ſtand upon Ground 
which will certainly founder under her, and upon 
which arrant Heretics. are forc'd to ſtand, becauſe 
they have no better. But this again is her concern. 
Our buſineſs is with the remaining part of the Para- 
Zrapn, which ſays, that ſhe would have it thought, that 
ſpe wu the Tudge in matters Spiritual, yet dares not ſay 
perirrue!y, there u no appeal from her. His 


pl - 
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His Anſwer, dilated. with ſeveral Examples, is, 
That They are true Judges, from whom there lies 
an Appeal. Still catching at Words, and ſaying no- 
thing to the Thing ! His Majcſty was ſolicitous of 
treeing the Nation from the Hereſies crept in, and 
convincing the SeCts by Arguments, to which there 
could be no return. Till the Church of England 
can determine Spiritual, as a Judge do's Temporal 
Diflerences, by a final Sentence, concluſive to the 
Parties, He thought ſo great a Benefit could not be 
expected from her. The Anſwerer, with his Zeal, 
never thinks of ſhewing which way ſhe can conclude 
any body, but, asift the Name of a thing were All, 
tells us, There are true Judges, who nevertheleſs 
cannot conclude the Parties which come before 
them. Why, His Majeſty, and every body efle, 
knew this, without needing to trouble his Rhetory 
and Erudition for the Matter. But what are cho 
Judges to our purpoſe? What Benefit ſhall we get 
by them ? And how much the nearer will our Dit- 


ferences be to an end ? -It there were no other in the 


World, Suits would be endleſs in a Nation, ang 
Controverſies in a Church; as I pray God there be 
not who deſire no better. In fhort, His Majeſty 
talks of Judges, trom whom there lies no Appeal ; 
He, of Judges trom whom there do's ; and gives us 
this for a ſatisfactory Anſwer. 

He might peradventure have made ſomething a 


better ſhew, by ſaying, That His Majeſty, by expect-- 


ing the Church ot Erg/and ſhould judge withour Ap- 
peal, expects mote than can be tad trom a particular 


Church ; becaute Appeals mult needs lie trom all fuch. | 
But every particular Church may juuge as rhe rett of 


the Body do ;-and it is ro our purpoſe all,one, to 
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judge|withour Appeal. and to judge as they judge 
from whom there! is none. For thar Judgment | 1s 
without Appeal, tho' not purely 1n vertue of the Aus 
thortty of the particular Church, 'So the Church of 
Fng/and may judge without Appeal; and 1t ſhe do 
not, may thank thobie who will not let her. 

His Majeſty goes on, proving what he had faid : 
For cither They muſt ſay, that They are Infallible, 
which they cannot\ pretend to, that 4s, otherwiſe 
than by giving the 'right-hand of Fellowlhip to thoſe 
who are | or confeſs, that what they decide in Mat- 
ters of Conſcience, ts no farther to be followed, than 
it agrees with every Mans private Judgment, If 
Chriſt did leave a Charch here upon Earth, and We 
were all once of that Charch, How, and by what 
Authority, did we ſeparate from that Church? If the 
Fower of Interpreting Scripture be in every Mans 
Brain, what need have we of a Church, or Chaurch- 
men? To what purpoſe then did our Saviour , after 
#Te had given his Apoſtles Power to bind and looſe in 
Heaven and Earth, add to it, That He would be 
with them, even to the end of the World ? Zheſe 
Words were not ſpoken Parabolically , or by way of 
Figure : Chriſt was then aſcending into his Glory, and 
lett his Power with his-Church, even to the end of 
the World. 

A'!l this the Anſwerer leaves out ; what rc/ates 70 
re Churches Authority, and every Mans following 
11s own Judgment, having, he ſays, been anſwered 
zlreadly. T with he had told us where. For, tho' T 
remember tome Speech of Perſons who feparate 
trom the Church, and of their Pretences, I cannot 
211 one Word to mind, «of the Authority by which 


SLocy ſeparated. It this be the Anſwer he means, he 
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compliments His Majeſty's Papers ; For to inſiſt 


upon 1t, 1s to conſeis he has none. He ſaid too, 
and that too often to be forgotten, That every Man 
1s to judge for himſelt, tho' not tor others. What 
need then of a Church, or Chureh-men, fays His 
Majeſty, when every body is provided ,without 


them ? It ſeems he thinks they are indeed necdlets, . 


but had no mind to fay ſo. 

He takes the matter of Appeals-more to heart, in 
which he takes occaſion to proceed from thele words: 
What Country can ſubſiſt in peace or quiet, where 
there is not: a Supreme Judge, from whence there can 
be no Appeal 2 From whence, the natural Conſequence, 
he ſays, appears to be, That every National Church 
ought to have the Supreme Power within it ſelf. In 
the Compariſon here made, a National to the Whoſe 
Church, is as a Shire to a Kingdom. And a very 
natural, and very conſiſtent Conlequence it 1s, That 
every Sheriff ſhould be a King. 

But how come Appeals to a Forreign Juriſdiction, 
to tend to the Peace and Quiet of a Church? He 
would peradventure, it one ſhould preſs him, be 
hard enough pur to it, to make Senſe ot his Forreign 
Juriſdiction in our Caſe. iFor how can any thing be 
Forreign, but by not belonging to that Aggregate, 
whether Civil or Spiritual, in reſpect whereof they 
are ſaid to be Forreigners. Forreign, I think, corzes 
from Foris, and ſignifies o«7. So that unleſs the 
ultimate Juriſdiction of the Church be out ot the 
Church, it ſeems as hard to underſtand how 1t can 
be Forreign to any part of the Church, as how a 
Native of any part ot Znz/and, can be a Forreigner 
in England. The ſeveral Nations, which make the 


Church, aze Forreigners to one another 1n re:pect oi 
[ the 


IP 
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the ſeveral Temporal Bodies, which they compoſe 
too,. but Fellow-Citizens All in reſpect of the Ec- 
cleſiaſtical. 

But let this paſs, and the Anſwerer, it he pleaſe, 
intorm us, how the Appeals, of which we talk, can 
be made, | but to what he calls Forreign Juriſdiction. 
The King aim'd at an end of Differences in Religi- 
” on, and as he thought every one ought believe as 
the Catholic Church believes, which -Chriſt has 
here on Earth, calls their Agreement in Faith, a De+» 
<cifion ; and knowing or ſearching what it is, an Ap- 
peal. As no Particular can be the Catholic Church, 
let him make lt intelligible, who can, how the Faith 
of a Church, compos'd of many Nations, can be 
known, without knowing the Faith of the Nations 
which compoſe it; that is, of thoſe Churches 
which he calls|Forreign. It is rherefore ſo far from 
hard, to compreltjend how Appeals to Forreigners 
tend to the Peace arid \Quiet oft a National Church, * 
that when that Peace is diſturbed by Diſſentions in 
Matters of Religion, it 1s abſolutely impoſſible to 
reſettle 1t without them. 

We, ſays the King in the Period before, which 
the Anſwerer, I know not why, puts after, have had 
theſe handred years paſt, the ſad Fffeits of denying 
to the Church that Power in Matters Spiritual, with- 
cut an Appeal. | And our Axceſtors, ſays the Anſwe- 
rer, for many hundred years laſt paſt, found'the in- 
tollerable Inconventences of an Appeal to Forreign 
Juriſdiction. Whieh after he has a little dilated, by - 
reckoning up the Particulars, he tauntingly adds, 
But theſe were flight things, in compariſon to what we 
have felt theſe hundred years, for want of ir. This 
Tauat 15 unexpected, and, by his good favour, might 

|=] have 
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have been ſpared, for more Reaſons than one. For 
what ? Do's he 1n earneſt think, that the Incoveni- 
ences he has thofight of, and may think of -here- 
after, hold compariſon . with the Inconvenience of 
Hereſie? Are not all temporal Concerns, let them be 
what they will, ſlight things in reſpeCt of the cter- 
nal Ruine of ſo many as Hereſie has fwallow'd up in 
\ Perdition 2 Will he compare the gain of the whole 
World, to the loſs even of a. ſingle Soul ? 

For the reſt, 'tis ſtrange a Man ſhould toſs a Word 
ſo long, and never mind what it means. The King 
us'd the Word Appeal with reſpect to the Allegory, 
in which he ſpeaks: The Anſwerer will needs un- 
derſtand it in the Law-ſenſe, and talks all the while 
of another matter. For the Impoveriſhment, the Ob- 
ſtruction of Juſtice, and'what elſe he mentions, are 
Conſequences all .of Legal Trials betwixt Plaintiff 
and Defendant, according to the Methods of Courts. 
In which, where-ever thoſe Courts be, Princes can, 
and, when they ſee fit, do preſerve their own Prero- 


oatives from diminution, and their Subjects trom' 


Oppreliſion, without ſhocking their Religion. There 
is nothing of all this in the Appeals of which the 
King ſpeaks, no feeing of Lawyers, nor need to tra- 
vel trom home. Who will but ſtep to St. James's, 
and ſee what they do, and hear what they ſay, has 
appeal'd as much as the King defir'd he ſhould. To 
his Concluſion, That i? 7s a very ſelf-denying Hu- 
mour for thoſe to be moſt ſenſible of the want of Ap- 
peals, who would really ſuffer the moſt by them; | 
ſhall ſay no more than that it 1s very unreaſonable, 
becauſe no body dreams of ſuch Appeals as he un- 
; <derſtands, and I with that no body may think worſe 
of it, and of him and other Folks for it. 

| (he Can 
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Can there be any Tuſtice done, ſays the next Pa» 
_ragraph, where the Offenders are their own Judges, 
and equal Interpreters of the T.aw, with thoſe that are 
appointc A to admini/ter Tuſtice? Ub « 'rols Interrogates, 
and askks, Whether there be any likelihood Taſbice 


[heuld be F) tter done in another Country, by axother 


Authority, and proceeding. by ſuch Rules, which in 
the laſt reſort; are bat the ar bitrary Will of a Stran- 
ger? I have already oblerv'd, That another Country, 
and another Autho, 4ty 15 Un, ntelligible where all are 
Countrymen ; and. arbitrary Rules are altogether as 
unintelligible, where the Law is fixt and known. At: 
preſent 1 pray him to tell us how he anſwers the 
Queſtion. Can Fuſtice be done? Or, which 1s the 
fame, Is there a Judge without Appeal ? ſignifies, 
he knows, Cav Controverſies be ended > And he 
knows the anſwer is, They can, or They cannot. And 
yet he will not ſay either the one or the other, but 
amuſes us with his Delſcant upon the Metaphor, ne- 
ver touching the Plain-ſong Queſtion. Subordinate 
Judges may be as true Judges, and Appeals do as 
much harm as/they will; Juſtice too may beas well 
adminiſtred at' home as abroad, tor any thing we 
are the wiſer, or the better. For what-is it to us, 
what becomes of thoſe Matters? We can inform our 
lelves time enough of Lawyers, and thoſe who. un- 
derſtand Gyvernment, how they go, when 1t 1m- 
ports. us to know. At preſent let the Anſwerer tell 
us, whether Controverſies can or cannot be ended ? 
Whether we can be ſecure that we are 1n the right 
way to Heaven, or muſt live on at a venture, never 
KNOWINng w hether. we live. as we ſhould, till we come 
intothe next World, (and find perhaps by a ſad Expc- 
FICNCE, 10W WE hav. Iiv'd in this - 


We 
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We are all Travellers to the Country of Hapy incl: ; 
and as a wrong way can never lead right, it 1mports 
us, as much as Happineſs imports, to travel in ti. 
right Road. He who undertakes to a/7/? us in 246 [11 
ficulties ſtarted by theſe Papers, acqiits limlſcli vs 
taking an. Allegorical Expreſſyon in a Literal {calc an! 
then, by ſhewing' Erudition upon it, turning our 
Thoughts from the Moral. For while we are cntcr- 
tain'd with literally true Judges, ana Appeals, and 
Juſtice, unleſs we think of twothings at once, there 15 
no minding Differences in Religion. S9 that the Afſt- 
ſtance, which it ſeems he meant, was'his Aſſiſtance 
to remove thoſe Difficultics out of ſight ; and the! 
Danger he apprehended, the Danger I={t People : 
ſhould-once perceive how 'tis with thoſe who arc 
{ . out of the Catholic Church; that they have no ac- 
''- countable Means to end. a Controverſie, or fatisfie a 
' Difficulty, fave by cleanly conveying it out ot the 
way, it it become importunate. But for any Att 
| Nance towards the only dificulty which imports, = 
% Whether People be in the right way\to Heaven, or 
no? Whether Controverites can, or. cannot be end- 
ed? we have none trom the Anſwerer ; but may 
gueſs from his ſilence, he either thinks They cannor, 
or wiſhes They would not. /1 
He asks again, Whether Jach a one, pretentng | 
to a Power he has no rizht to, muſt be Fudze in his 
own Cauſe, when he is the greatejt Offender - This 
Such a one, it he take it, as 1nall reaion he itould, 
as His Majeſty do's, ſignities Him, or Thote who 
ſuch a 
tO te 


are appointed r0 adminiſter Fu, tice. Dos 
L, 
[ 


one, .1n his conceit, pretend, W:t94t rigi 


Power of Adminiitring Juſtice 2 And it they be ap- 
pointed fo aimnter it 1n ail Caules, mill they 
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not adminiſter it- in their own? Pray turn this Do» 
ctrine to another ShbjeRt, and fuppoſe a Queſtion 
{larted in. Fyg/and about the King's Prerogative, 
By what Anthority. ſhould, or could this Queſtion be 
1udg'd, but the King's? As much his own Caufe as 
if 1s, we mult not|have another Authority ſet up in 
His Kingdom to judge of Ditterences belonging to 
His Kingdom. For,| deciding Ditterences being one 
Part ot the Kingly Office, it would be to ſet up 
another King. It is palpable, that to apply the Ex- 
ception of ones own Caule to Supreme Powers, is 
ro make them not Supreme; and yet as trrational | 
and as deſtructive as it is, People take the confidence 
to do tt, | 

But if the Anſwerer mean by his Sach a one, a 
Stranger proceeding by his arbitrary Will, there nei- 
ther is nor can be ſuch a one. No Member of the 
Church can be more a Stranger in the Church, than 
an Engliſhman in England, - And tor arbitrary Wil, 
in our Caſe, there cannot be a wilder Fancy. Chriſt 
commanded his Apoſtles to teach his Doctrine to all 
Nations. They obey'd his Command; and 7Zheir 


ſound is gone forth through the whole earth, Can 


the arbitrary Will of any Mortal, ſtretch it to the 
utmoſt extent of Imagination, alter, or conceal, or 
Ciiguiſe a Doftrine known and praftis'd by a great 
many Nations, ſome very remote, and thoſe which 
are Neighbours agreeing |in tew things beſides that 
Doctrine? JThen as tlie King would have Ius Appeal 
for 3.ſtice made to the Catholic Church, ſo many 
Millions, as make upithat Church, arc a very plea» | 

fant artitrary ſuch a one. 
This, ſays His Majclty, zs our Caſe here in Eng- 
Jand in matters Spiritual, For the Proteſlants are 
not 
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mot of the Church of Rogand, as tis the trueAhur! 


rom whence there can be no Appeal, but becauſe t/ ; 
Diſcipline of that Church is conformable at that pre- 
ſent to their Fancies, which as ſoon as it ſhall contra» 
ditt, or vary from, They are really ( he out of an ur- 


correct Copy ſays ready) to imbrace or joyu with 7+ 


next Congregation of People,. whoſe Diſciplins ana 
Worſhip agrees with their Opinion at that time. His 
Copy has whoſe Diſcipline or Worſhip agrees with the 
Opinion of that time. Here is the Moral of the Al- 
legory, which we find by Fu/tice to be done, under- 
ſtood deciding differences in Matters Spiritual, that 
1s, in Faith : By thoſe who are to adminiſter Fuſtics 
the Church from which there is wo Appeal. Becauſe 
Proteſtants do not think themſelves concluded by 
the Deciſions of the Church of Exg/and, 'but adhere 
to her becaule they like them at preſent; The King 
infers there 1s no Authoritative deciding of Spiritual 
Difterences in Exz/and, no thruſting out the Here- 
ſies crept in; but every one, in conſequence of his 
Principles, is to leave the Church of Fzgland as ot- 
ten as ſhe decides againſt his Perſwaſions, and take 
up with the next Congregation which 1s more to his 
humour. What ſays the Anſwerer to this. 
Why, that the Senſe of thy Period is not fo clear, 
But that one may eafily miſtate about it. Very eaſily 
without queſtion. For there is not an eatier thing 
in the World, than to miſtake, when one will give 
his mind toit. Heis the firſt, tho', I believe, who 
thought his late Majeſty d:d not ſpeak intelligible 
Engliſh. But the Antwerer will help him out, and 
tell us what v aim'd at. AS1t whata Man ſays, and 
what he aims at by. ſaying ir, were not two things, 
as difleregt as End and Means. Bur let him fer the 
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Cart belore the Horie for me, and tell us what was 
yinnd at. 7hat we of the Church of England have no 
uſp041 Us, but that of our own Tudgments ; ind 
Rnwen toat changes, me may 1oyn with Independents or 
Proclyterians, as wo do now with the Church of Eng- 
land. For one halt, His Majcſty, I believe, did 
think the Church ot Frgland, as things go, has no 
2 upon her Members ; but his aum was, the might ; 
and 1t depends on her felt whether the will or no. 
The other halt was not only ain''d at, but directly 
{2id, and more; that who adhere to Day to the 
Church of Fng/and in vertue of their own Fancies, 
z0t only may, but ought, quit her for the next Con- 
gregation which is more agreeable to thoſe Fancics. 
How do's the Anſwerer avoid that Conſequence. 
Why truly by talking of another Matter. For he 
asks, What ſecurity can |be greater than that of our 
0117 Tudgments 2 ASitit pinched there. His Maje- 
ity talks of thoſe who do not believe, as the Church 
ot Enzland do's, for this reaſon, becauſe they are 
taught by a Church from which there 1s no Appeal, 
thar is, who have not that Motive for their Judg- 
nents which he took tor the only, truly reaſonable 
Motive. And while he is ſpeaking of Motives, the 
Anſwerer falls a talking of Judgments. The difficul- 
ty. :5 not whether Judgment affords Security : (A 
Juggrrent grounced | on true Reaſon, can no more 
chzngethan Reaſon :| | but whethier there be any ſe+ 
curity 1n thole Judgments which are made on unſe- 


. Cute Motives, Or it vou will, what Sccurity there 


1s in that Judgment, which the Anſwerer offers tor 
Security. Tis as in [Land. The Security is good, 
wijere the Title is unquecſtionable ; but 1f that be 
COuLrtiul, there 1s no Moncy to be Lorrow'd on the 
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Land. And he will have us take for Security the 
Judgment of which we are not ſatisfy'd, that 1t 15 ;t 
[cl 1ccure, 

Once again, His Majcſty thought Churcli-ſecu- 
rity the only Security in thus Matter. And it reſts 
with the Anſwerer to ſhew that Proteſtants either 
have this or othcr truc Security ; to ſhew. what 0- 
ther Foundation and Pillar of Truth there is, befides 
the Church; how 1t can be a Foundation withour 
Infallibility, and People have reaſon to truſt their 
9ouls to wha ay deceive them ; In ſhort, what 
good account they can give of the Hope which 1s 1n 
them, who learn the Faitz by which they think to 
pleaſe God, otherwiſe than irom thoſe whom he ap- 
pointed to teach it. Till he do thi 5, aS OLlcurely as 
his Majeſty ſpeaks, People will ſee, they have no- 
thing to truſt to for their Salvation, but Fancy, nor 
the Church of Exziand tor their company. 

Bur He dares appeal to the World, wherher They 
have not made it appear, that it 15 ot Fancy, Et 
Fudgment which hath made them firm to the Church 
of England ? Dares he, in earneſt, par it to the Ca- 
tholic World, any more than we to the Proteſtant ? 
To what purpole theſe great words, when he knows 
betore-hand, nothing will, nor can come ot them ? 
It had been a great deal more to purpoſe, {.nce Fancy 
and Judgment, 1n this place, tigaifie a rational or 
not rational Periuaſion, to have ſhes ad, that they 
truly have Reaſon, w ho are firm to the e Cauzca of 
England, and that They are incced firm. For that 
Firmneſs may as well be pretencea, 35 Reaton {Or it 
and they may dehire_ro pals tor arm to Her, vw! 
make her not firm to hier.lelr. Bur tor big cauxuy, 


none are better at it than Cowarcs Out c ” Gan- thor. 
N ELD, 
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Altiht wi 12 4sls he ON, as wel have been ſaid, 


WOly 
7 Pl the 1 l *(fants of thy ( 'hurch of E [Ny [and ad he 
IX "oy To Ad "Iu 71 SAlh [ imoy of [tc be Tiow, Out of 
Panty and WAP OAT ol Tudumont? His Zeal for thc 
Chu of Frllmd 1s wondrous unlucky. As no 


1 |Cliurch ot [Fs tant, and every body . mult ac- 

nofvledge her ID. xctrine in this Point 'iS very Or- 
thodox, and her Practice in the Times of Rebellion 
confort nable to ir, there was no need to mention this 
mMatſc: An yet he [will by all means bring it in 

agal loſt Mimihlt Many, ic knows, did delert her, 
2nd hor Dotrine in {this Point, at that time; lo 
many, tnat the hy haps peradventure was indebted 
for its Succeisto thoſe |Delerters: For had not the 
111-atteted Rabb \ > been countenanc'd and headed , by 
Men -wio had, echidvs, all their Lite betore con- 
torm d|to the Church of Exzland, the Rebellion 
ther would not have been at all, or not to unfortu- 
«ly proſperous. Now, as 1t 1s plain, that it thoſe 
J.0e lerted, had ever adhered to her, with a pers 
{23129n, That Fig were oblig'd to believe what ſhe 
taught, T. Ev could not have deſerted. her 1n this 
ont, W9 chvdfhr Loyalty ; This very Caſe 
roves (what the King| atlerts, That till they do lo, 
Aer is no ft curity ot their adhering ro her. For 
tc mav deſert her in any other Point of Chriſt's 
Doctrine, as well as they did in this, and tor ought 
appears all, when they mect with the ſame [ntereſt, 
or whatever Motive They had to deſert her then. 

I thie laſt place, Het Shu to turn the Argument 
apo} the Church of kome, to which, he asks, why: 
2ay \ariiere, but becauſe it 13 azrecable to their Tudg: 
mtrt /o to dof This Actor went off the Stage bur 

| now, 
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now, and needed not retirn fo foon, with ny wiſer 


a Part, For what do's lic mean LY. Adbering ! | 
Heving, I luppoſe, that the Church of Powe ws in tlc 
ripht. For he talks not ſure of atting outaardiy in 
conformity to our inward Periizfigns, 
Lut Hypocrites, do in all their [Actions.. Anditihe 
mean it of the inward Pcrſuation, to a%, why 77 +y 
adhere, but Lecauſe they jurlge they o47ht, 1510 ACT 
words, Why Ao they adbers \ but 7-305 2 tity arlizere - 


For their Judgment 35 their Adbehicn, To a5 wiy 


' | ' f 
A Li1ViCH BY 


People adiiere to a Cliurch, wi af every bady Es. 
ſignifics, What Reaſon or Moti e have they ior tio 


adnering ? ; | | 
To w vhich Queſtion, with reſpet to tas Forman 


Catholic Church, the aniwer, in the words ot the - 
p, 3 


Paragraph, is, That Peopic are of /2r, 25 2m the true 
Church, from whence there can £7 10 Appea: ; Br. he- 
cauſe ſhe 15 the Church which Cliritt has naw. on 
Earth, with wiom his Doctrine was dc 
from whom only it can be learn'd. In 
St. Auſtin ; I am kept? 1 th? Boom 


of the Catho, ic Church, Cy the conſent ohrigm 
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A Defence of 

114710 where Cathtlics mect, nounc of them have 
the tn $4ovnco to dh oft hem to their Congregations. 
Fhe.; \nitwo cr Ul toll us when he thinks fit, what 

mer he tmnks proper to. be made tor other 
Chart, S.. Jn the mczn tune, Ict us reflect what 
ic has aniwcr.d otic Paragrap JIÞ 

Ho has told us, That there 1s no Security greater 
£249 tat of, our Judgments: That theirs 15 Judg- 
menc not Fancy, anv particularly was 10 1n thc times 
0 Rebeikon: And that they Judge in the Church ol 
2:0 t00 What is all this to the Paragraph, which 
jaVs 110 thort, That becauſe Proteſtants have no firm 
NMot.ictor ther adhering to the Church of England, 
tOev cannot be firm to her. 0's he make 1t appear 
the Motive 1s firm? Or how They will be firm 
w:tnoutone- This little js all k re was betore hum ; 
IS LET r JJ g ment lohdly grounded, or 1s 1t not ? the 
621V and whole bt finets. | ; What need was there to 

Tt 


THIS dame: At 11; common, when the Queſtion is 


TS P4 W 1% 
©: their Tug MENT In this Particular 3 2 Or what ſerves 
it for, Eut to make a ſhew, and fill up a Page ? 


I 3£r6 may be as much Security in the Judgment -as 
NETS a _ 27d Protettants be never the better, unleſs 
Litre bt Securtty 1nrhezr ſudgment, They will, I 
to”, ance thtlr Sguls are ar ſtake; conſider what 
16. 2919 venturethem, Where thoſe, Who write a- 
B53 Niths, arc not able tro ſthew they have any 
> curir.. It 15 enough t9 my purpoſe to have ob- 


ff tint hid Majeſty 2%ks tor a {ccurc Motlvc, anc 


Toigre retriaims to fee, by lis Objections apainſt 
eat tive Doctring, What |h& rages lor Fancy, and 
lat gr Jutprngtnt, Agconaing to lum, | licy, {an- 


1G -Arc: JON 1&0 [ulaliitle Judge ; ain 1 icy 
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Fudge, who to be ſure of a right deciſion of ditſe- 
rences in Religion, look out tor a Palliths Turlre, 
and hazard their Salvation, on what tnay Gecety/e 
them. They Fancy, who are for an Pawritton 
Word; They Judge, who think the Word of Go 
1 made by Writing. Grvins Flonour to God ; 
the Worſhip of [mages, 15 Fancy ; - and Judgment, thi 
giving Honour to God, 15 not giving Honour to 
God. For piving Honour any way, 15 piainly Z - 
VIn;Z Honour. Medator of Interiefiion behdes 
Mediator of Redemption are Fancy ; and foto think "+ 
becauſe only one could Redeem vs, no body Eelides 
can Pray for us, 15 JAIN Sy Doitrine of Con« 
comitancy, Fancy ; and true Chriſtizn Fudzment, that 
the Body and Blood of Ch Fe CAN ne » be {ep3 cared, 
and he die again. A Sebſtantial © inr? 1n the El: 
ments, Fancy; and right 7+ 3ment, taat the Apgs 
{tles did not underſtand what Cr 7/t faid to them, or 
not inſtrut the Church as they believ'drhemſel;es 
SO tis with his laſt inſtance ot Purgaory, 229 1! 
the reſt, Our Judgment: is the Jutzme ne of te 
Church from wich there 8 no Appeat, 409 
with the Anſwerer to thew, how any otter Judge 
menc can be more £120 m22r hancy y-: 07 G:1@:ne/5, t9 
e1ddy}, or ſettled, as thev are £ or noc_guiged 
by Reaton ; and he {hould thew* 12t Reatod beirces 
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{4 I defire to know: therefore, ſays His Majeſty, of 


A every ſerious Conſiderer of theſe things, whether the 
w areat Work of our Sa'vation oug/\t to depend on Juch 
el a ſandy Foundation as this? That 15, ſays the An- 
188  ſwerer, the Privarte:Judgment. Can a Man expect 


there ſhould be any Anſwer to this, but that our Sal- 
F vation ,ought, or quglit not depend on Sand; or 
\ that the Foundation of Private Judgment ts, or 15 nt 
Sandy 2 And yet the An{werer makes a fhitc to ſpin 
out a Paragraph, wittout one word of cither. | 
_ I, ſays he, have \ ſerioully conſidered this matter, 
_ and muſt declare, That 1 j;ind no Chriſtian Church 
= —_— built on a. more ſandy Foundation,” than that, which 
IL pretends to be ſettied on a Rock, as to part of her 
= - Faith. It that Church build on Sand too, ſhe will, 
*f I ijuppoſe hear on't in duc time. At preſent, he 
; who conſiders ſo much, might conſider, that he is * 
/ not ask'd what he has conſidered, or what he has 
tound ; but, whether any Church That, it he will, 
among the reſt ought to build on Sand? and whe- 
ther Private Judgment be more than Sand? Plain 7, 

or No, if it pleaſe h.m, firſt, and then a / autre. 
| Then he tells us That no underſtanding Man builds 
i upon his own Judgment. He takes, I ſuppole, the 
Its Advice of hts Friends in Compliment : For aſter all, 
iz he is to be his own Judge. Bur 1s his Judgment, 


EO | and their Advice, 'and what you will, beſtdes the 
i. Judgment of the Church without Appeal, a Foun- 
b cation to build upon ? There is the Knot which the 
7 Anſwerer ſhould now untic. 


But no Man of under(tanding can believe without 
| his Judgment. "uy enough ; nor no Man ot not- 
= underſtanding neither : for I1s Beliet is his Judg- 
] ment. But I am cloy'd with this Dith. What 
: Q | Stand 
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Stand there is to ſet it upon, 1s now the Queſtion. 

1 appeal, ſays the Anſwerer, ro any ingenuons 
Man, whether he doth not as much build upon his 
own Ffudgmint, who chuſeth the Church, as he that 
ehuſeth Scripture for his Rule ? Every -1ngenuous 
Man, who reads theſe Papers, will tell him, that zo 
bail HPOR ONCS OWN Fudgment, 'sthe ſame with fol- 
lowing ones own Pancy, being ones own Judge, and 
what other Terms a Maſtcr of F»z/1/h, in all Sen- 
{es, uſed, to exprels, in variety of Phraies, Judging 
unreaſonably. Let the Anſwerer, in ſtead of telling 
us what we all know as well as he, That every one 
Judges, . who Judges, tell's what we do not know, 
what Reaſon thgy have to chuſe the Scripture, not 
the Church, for their Rule. 

Fe that chuſeth the Church, hath many more Dijh= 
culties to conquer, than the other hath. How ſo? 
For this ſounds like a Paradox. Thoſe many more 
Difficulties, to-my thinking, muſt be cdnquer'd, be- 
fore one can come-at Scripture. For unleſs we firſt 
chuſe the Church tor a Rule to find out Scripture, by 
whom alone St. Aaſtin has told us we know 1t, there 
will be no aſſurance of Scripture tor us to chule, 
And then in the choice of the Church, there 41s but 
one thing to mind, and that no difhculty neither, 
where, or which the Church is 2 When that 1s ſet- 
tled. a Man has no more to do, but believe as he 1s 
taught, and live as he believes. Who thinks he has 
conquer'd the difficulties about the Letter of Scrip- 
ture, as which Books belong to the Canon, which 
not? which is a right Tranſlation or Reading, 


which wrong ? and whatever falls in his way ; has at 


leaſt as many remaining, as he has palt, and which 
it he find not inſuperable, he 1s, I believe, the more 
beholding 


{1 
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beholdingo his 2.) For I know nor how to have | 
any Opinion of his Ju/gment, wiw, only becauſe 
ſuch words will bear his Senlg, as they will, it may 
be twenty others, ail abetted by Men of Name, ven- 
tres his Soul upon't that his 15 jult the'Senſe meant 
by the Holy Ghoſt, Bur let us hear his Reaſon. 

, For the Church can never be a Rule without the 
SCriptares, but the Scriptares may, without the 

Church, that is, without Faithiul. For a Congrega- 

tion of them is a Church. Willi he perſuade us there 

were no Faithful in the World betore Moſes ? No 
Chriſtians betore the New 7e/tament, which was 

written by Chriſtians 2 and no part ot it till ſeveral 

Years after the Reſurrection. Do's not St. /renzus 

© (11d auten 11 neque Apoitol! qui= intorm os that Ry than Ie Na- 

#744 6 Ccripturas reliquiflent nobis, tion had the Doctrine of Chriſt. and 

nonne opportebar ordinem equi no Scriptures ? And will he make us 
Trade, gram renter "5 beliove, that all theſe were Faithful | 

 rdinanioni atientiune multz Genres Without any Rule tor their Faith 2? * 

fr um. Ct and har the Church depends on 

og ka habentes per ſpiritum it Writing, which if 1t ſhould be loft 

cordibus {us falurem, & veterem Tres in the World, there would be an 

| inconem clgemer extodrtcs 5 end of the Church? Again, of 

' what, and to whom ſhould Scri 

ture be a Rule, 1t there were no Faith, nor Faithtul ? 

Paradoxes a part, and the attempt to- unriddle one 

by another, let the Anſwerer tell us, it he pleaſe, 

whether our Salvation 'ought to ſtand upon Sand ; 

and to deal plainly, whether he think that they who 

ſtand, whether on the Church, or Scripture, do not 
build both on Sand? For by ſaying nothing for 

Scripture, and yet making it worſe on the Churches 

ſide, one would gueſs he 1s of Opinion, there is no 

ſtcadineſs 1n either. And it would be well to ſpeak 
y: 


plain, 


) 
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«plain, that People may leave off vcaling, witers 
there 1s no Security, and troubling themtclves no 
longer with the uncertaintics gf Rei 2107, turn the; 
Thoughts to more folid things. 

Whether it be eaſe Or NO 70 fad the Churches 7s 
fallibility in the Scripture, has been ani cred by Her 
Royal Highneſs; and I will not preſume to an{ia'vr 
where ſhe has, eſpecially when the Queſtion 1B no 
rclation to our Buſineſs. 

Ta the laſt place, who has found the C! arches Tn. 
fallibility, . has yet, ſays tne Anſwerer, a #arde 
Point to get over, viz. Zlowthe P romiſes relating to 
the Church in zexeral, came to be appropriated to the 


Church of Rothe? By the way, the Promiſes of 


which he talks, are they not in Scripture 2 and no 
harder to be found there by another, than-by him ? 
How comes the Churchcs Intallibility to be eafily 
found there in this Period, which was not eaſlic to 
find in the laſt ? For who has tound the Promiſe, has 
toun | Intallibility, as certainly as that the Promiſes 

of Chr:/t never tail, But way are we not all agreed 
now? That there are Promiles of [ntallitngy made 
to the Church in general he agrees, and doubts not, 

I ſuppole, Jbut that thoſe Promiſes are made 700d. 

I ſuppoſe, too, be w:!l allow that the Church in Ge- 
neral, and the 1 ans Church are all one, and that 
the General, anu'tizce Catholic Church'are but two 
Names for the lame - thing, And ſo we are arriv'd 
at Infallibility in tae Co tholic Church. Yes; but it 
muſt not e appropri. rel to the Church of Rome. 


Why, it {hail not, it rt::at will content him. We. 
ask no more, tian what he allows. That the Ca». 


tholic Church be Intailibie, and rhe Church of Rome, 


with all her taults, one of te many Churches which 
L Ly mais 
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make it up. To allow ſo much, is to allow the Romar: 
Catholic Church 1s Intallible. For Roman Catholic 
is nothing but the Catholic with rhe Roman in. What 
remains then, but to take the Infallibility promis'd 
ro this Catholic Church tor the Foundation of our 
Salvation, inquire and believe what ſhe teaches, and 
leave off diſputing ? For they are undoubtedly firm- 
ly grounded who build on the Promiſes of God. 

It is true, the Anſwerer has not all this while an- 
ſwered the Queſtion. For he ſays not, whether 
Salvation ought to depend on a- Sandy Foundation ; 
or whether the private Judgment be a Sandy Foun- 
dation. But he has done much better, by inſtruct- 
ing People the Catholic Church is Infallible, and 
ſhall for me keep his Thoughts of that Matter to 
himſelf, ſince he has no mind to reveal them. Peo- 
ple, I hope, will profit |by his Inſtructions, and for 
their own ſakes chuſe Intallible, rather than. Fallible 
Security for their Souls, now they know where *tis 
to be had. | 
. There follow ſeveral |lines in his Majeſties Paper, 
which are not tranſcrib'd by the Anſwerer, becauſe 
they are, he ſays, as effectual for the Church of 
Eniland, as Rome. And truly I am of his mind, that 
the Church of Eglaxd has her ſhare in thoſe favours 
"as much as any particular Church, if ſhe be, as they 
arc, incorporated into the General. For neither do 
they claim otherwiſe ; nor can the Favours granted 
by God to the Faithtul, be imagined extended to the 
not-tairhful. It is for this Reaſon I have always 
thought them no Friends of hers, who make her ot a 
d.iicrent Faith from all; or indced any part of the 
CatnolioChurch, that 1s, no part her felt. For evi- 
uently ticre is no pretending to the Priviledges of 

| a Body 
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2 Body, but by being a Member ; nor pretendins to 
be of the Body of Faithful, but by Faith. 

And pray confider, ſays the King, on the other fide 
that thoſe who refiſt the Truth, and will not ſubmit to 
his Church, draw their Arguments from Implicatioar, 
and far fetch'd Interpretations, at the ſame time that 
they deny plain and poſitive words ; which is fo great 
a diſmgenuity, that "tis not almoſt to be thourht, that 
they can believe themſelves. 

Here are two particulars mentioned; drawing Ar- 
guments from Implications, and denying plain 
words. In an{wer to the firſt, out of the whole heap 
of Controverſies, the Anſwerer chuſts Three, in 
which they have, he ſays, p/ain and poſitive words 
on their fide. Now it had been altogether as eaſe, 
and as ſhort, to havt produc'd thoſe plain and poſi- 
tive words, 1t there had been any, as to have palt his 
word that there are ſuch. Beſides that People love 
to ſee with their own |Eycs, and plain things may 
eaſily be ſeen; He is a Party, and even Supreme 
Powers; according to him, muſt not judge in their 
own Cauſe. It reſts then with him, to ſhew where 
the Scripture ſays No, of what the Roman Catholic 
Church ſays 7, or contrariwiſe. For this 1s what Peo- 
ple underſtand by plain and poſitive, and all beſides 
is Implication. And by the fayour of his Confi-, 
dence, I affirm to him, that who argue againſt the 
Roman Catholic Church, 'out of Scripture, argue a/- 
ways from Implications; tho' it be more than needs 
to juſtifie His Majeſtics Atlertion. For it they draw 
their Arguments from Implications at axy time, they 
draw Arguments from Implicastons. | 

In anſwer to the Second, he pitches upon a point 
whercin he acknowledges the words of Seripture 
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{00 plain and poſitive on our ſide, and their Senſc 
to be fi ca Implications and far-fetch'd Interpreta- 
t20as; an alledgcs What lic has to lay, why, nots 
wWitiltend ny, they are not plam and poſitive. As 
i there were any other way of Cenying plain Words 
ol Scripture, but by denyzng them to be plain. No 
Criſtian his rhe confidence to Ceny what Scripture 
plainiy texches; bur who has no mind to belicve 
what it teaches, denies that'it teaches contrary to 
him, and tor 'a Pretence to deny That, raiſes ſome 


Miſt or other, to obſcare the Clearneſs of every 


Text alledy'd againſt him. The Anſwerer then 1s 
far enough froin thewing, that they do not den 
plain Words of Scripture, by pretending that they 
arenot þlain ; nor did! nor could His Majeſty mean 
they denied them otherwiſe, who knew very well 
that there is no other/way to do ut, and that no 
Words are fo plain, but who will maxe it his buſi- 
nels, jay find lomething to fay againſt them. This 
which rhe Anſwerer alledges, was far from a Secret 
to Him. 

In ſhort, the. Anſwerer would have them cleared 
trom arguing from. Implications, by ſaying, . they 
Have, inchree Points, plain Words, which he thought 
't necdicis to produce; and from denying -plain 
Woras, by denying that they are plain. And this 


4 all lus Anfer. What he fays of Implications lin 
tic Pope's Bulls, might, 1t he could ſhew the Church 


oi Rozze builds her Faith onthoſe Implications, be an 
Argument againſt her, but none for himiclf.” For 
Paul js not a jt the leſs a Thiet, becauſe Peter |is 
caught ftcaling too. Put, ſome in the Church of 
ome argie iro Impiccations, upon winch they do 
a3 bud tacir Faith, |taerctore others may build 

Liicir 


the Second Paper. 


their Faith upon Implications, [cems to me but ar 
odd Argument. 

The King's. Concluſion 15; 7s there auy oth>+ 
"9g of the Proteſtant Church, but that, if th: 
) Civil Magiſtrate pleaſe, he may call [ach of the Cler- 
gy as he thinks fit for his turn at that time, aud tary 
the Charch either to Presbytery, or Indepen dency, 0; 
indeed what he pleaſes? This was the way of our Pre- 

ended Reformation here in Englan\. And l y the 
fame Rule and Authority, jt may be alter d into as 
_many Shapes aud Forms, as there are Fancies in Mens 
"Heads. 

This, ſays the Anſwerer, /ooks /ife a very unkind 
Requital to the Church of England, for her Zeal in 
alſerting the Magiſtrates Power againſt a Forrei9n Ju- 
riſdiition; to infer from thence, That the Magiſtrate 
may change the Religion here which way he pleaſes. I 
need not obſerve, that this is no Anſwer, becauſe 
I ſuppoſe it was not meant for one. It ſeems rather 
a kind of Complaint, to my thinking very unrea- 
| fonable. For he is a great deal more juſtly to be 
complain d oi, who rakes a concerning Truth un- 
kindly, than he who ſpeaks it. Religion, I think, 
!hould not depend . on Compliments ; and T1 pray 
God preferve me from the Kindnels, which, not to 
tail in the Puntilio's of nice Civility, forbears to 
tell me what may be uſeſu! to my Salvation. Again, 
Zeal againſt Forreign Juriſdiction very well aug 
and, much more according to knowledge, actually 
did appear in Enzland, w ithout any alteration in 
Religion : a thing to winca I am perſuaded neither 
Mag: ſtrate nor Church have reaſon to think them- 
ſelves beholding/; becauſe it was the Gap at which 
the, Hereſices crept in, of which His Majeity com- 

Pans, 
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plains, and which not long fince ruin'd Both. Nei- 
ther is any. Inference made trom that Zeal ; but a 
lain” Queſtion ask'd, to which a plain Anſwer 
wv ould much better become the Part he now acts, 


and ſhew much more Zeal to Truth , and to the 


Church of Frg/and, than talking of her Zeal un- 


ſcaſonably. 


But although we attribute the Supreme Juriſdiction 
zo the Wing, yet we do not queſtion, but there are in- 
wviolable Rights of the Church, which ought to be 
preſerv'd againſt the PFancies of ſome, and Uſurpa= 
tions of others. Rights ! and Fancies! and Ulur- 
pations/ Pray let him keep theſe things till their 
time come, and tell us at preſent, why the Prote- 
{tant Church may not be alter'd, as it was made, 
by the Authority of the Magiſtrate, and Concur- 
rence of - ſuch of the Clergy as are tor his turn? 
This, if he have forgot it, 1s the Queſtion. For the 
Rights of the Church, his Care will be more ſea1o- 
nable, when he has ſettled the Foundation. 

IVe do by no means| make our Religion mutable ace 
cording to the Magiſtrates Pleaſure. But only |ac- 
cording to thePleaſure of other Folks, perhaps. | If 
it be immutable, let us ſee the immutable Foundati- 
on, which makes it ſo, and have ſome Reaſon to 
think it ſo. There it ſticks. Barely to ſay it 1s 


 1mmutable, coſts nothing; nor was there ever fo 


great a Criminal, who could not ſay, Not guzlty. 
For the Rule of or Religion. is analterable, being 
the TTely Scripture. Not to turn our preſent Que- 
ſtion into a Diſpute about the Rule of Faith, I pray 
him to make it, appear- that the Holy Scripture 1s 
ſuch a Foundation as makes the Proteſtant Church 
unalterable, The Letter ct Scripture is common .to 
all, 
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II, who bare the name of Chriſtians, and may Le 
as ch a Foundation to every, as to any one. The 
Senſe is not a Foundation of Religion, but Religion 
it ſelf. As Proteſtants build Proteſtancy upon o_ rip- 
ture, the Presbyterians build Presbytery, the Ind. F 
pendents Independency, and every one his own Re 
ligion. Their ſeveral Religions are nothing bur 
their ſeveral Expoſitions of the ſame words. Why 
now, is this Foundaticn more unalterable, in reſpect 
of the Proteſtant Church, than any other ? [E ſu- 
ſtain'd a Catholic Building heretofore ; It ſuſtains a 
Proteſtant now. Why may not the ſame Hands 
which removed the Catholic, and ſet up the Prote- 
ſtant in its place, remove the Proteſtant, and ſet up 
the Presbyterian, the Independent Buildin 700 What 
you will; this is the Queſtion, to w hich a Body 
would have expected an Anſwer from an Aniwerer. 
But he in ſtead of thinking of that Matter, gives us 
for an unalterable Foundation of Proteſtant Religion, 
a Foundation upon which all the Alterations of Reli- 
gion, which are, and perhaps ever have becn, pre- 
tend to ſtand as much as the Proteſtant. 

But the exerciſe of Religion is under the Reznla- 
tion of the Laws of the 'Land, Muſt the Laws 
which regulate the Exerciſe ot Religion be obey'd, 
mot only for Wrath Fut for Conſcience, or mult they 
not ? If they muſt, People are oblig'd to exerciſe a 
new Religion, as often as tne Laws appoint a_new 
Exerciſe. For tney cannot excreta one Religion, 
and be of another. And then they are oblig'd in 
Conſcience to alter their Religion, as the Laws al- 
ter, trom Proteſtant to Presbyrerian or Independent, 
or as the Law pleaſes. It fuch Laws are nor to be 
abey'd, that the exerciſe oft Religion is under the 

Regulation 
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{coulation of the Laws, ſignifies, that People may 
bz puni{]'d for not doing what in Conſcience they 
are not oblig'd to do. So Chriſtianity 15 under the 
Regulation of Pagan, or Turkiſh Laws, and every 
weaker Man under the Regulation of a ſtronger ; 
winch to my Ears ſounds odly. But take it whiclt 
' way you will, the Cale is equal. It there be an Ob- 
112ation trom the Laws, there may be an Obligation 

to the Presbyterian, 'or Independent Exercile and 
| Religion when the Law pleaſes: And it there be 


none, Presbytery indeed, and Independency cannot 


'be 1mpos d-upon our Conſciences by Law. but they 
may be as much ſettled as Proteſtancy 1s now. For 
- 4]l are under the ſame Regulation, w:th the ſame 
either Obligation, or not Obligation trom that Re- 
oulation. ; 

Herconcludes with a Prayer, with which it 1s as 
with Scripture. Take it right, and tis a good 
Prayer : but yet they may zjoyn init, who will be 
Good Chriſtians, and Loyal Subjeits no longer, than 
their Ring iSA Nurſing Father to thetr Church, 

But now he is paiting from His Majeſty, it will 
note amils to rc{lect how it itanus between them. 
His Majcſty, as he had perhaps mote reaſon than 


other Men, was deeply ſenſible ot the ſad eftcts of 


D:ficrences in Religion, winch he ſaw muſt nceds 
laſt, till an cfteftual comſe be taken to compole 
them. Wrangling abuut particular Points, that 1s, 
eurning Religion into Ergotery, He had reaſon to 
think would never do it. For there never came. ſo 
bad a Cauſe into Weſtminſter-771l, nor ever will 
into tic Church, for which no Argument can be 
made, As long as Men have Fongues, they wil! 
ncver want lomcthing to ſay, which 'tis but urefling 

| up 
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up in handſome Language, and it may take with 
thoſe who diſtinguiſh not the Plauſible from the So- 
411d. The bare name of an Anſwer, is enough to 
make a ſhew, and keep up the Reputation of nor be- 
ing overcome, and ſo much is Viftory to one ſide. 
In ſhort, Men die, and Diſputes live, and all that 
comes of them is what was long ſince obſery'd, There 
7s no end of writing -many Books. He ſaw beſides, 
that it agrees not with the Goodneſs of God, and 
His care of Man, to leave us at uncertainties, which 
without Infallibility he ſaw unavoidable. And 
therefore wiſh'd People, in ſtead of floating uncer- 
tainly up and down in the Ocean of Diſputes, to 
take Port in that one Church which Chr://t has upon 
Earth, and to which Power was given to govern us 
in-Matters of Faith, and a promiſe of perpetual aſli- 
ſtance. Which Church, he ſays, 1s vibſiily the Ro- 
mar Catholic. 

(The Anſwerer ' flatly denies the Roman Catho- 
lic to be the one Church of Chri/, tor Reaſons, 
ever ſince St. Cyprians Days, condemn'd by all 
Chriſtians ; and never minds that he denies two 
terms the ſame with a third, to be the ſame be- 
tween themſelves. For Church of Chri/}, and Ca- 
tholic Church, are the ſame, both Ggnitying all 

| the particular Churches which believe the Do- 
&rine of Chri/t, Again, Roman Catholic, | is the 
ſame too with Catholic: for both ſignifie likewiſe 
all the ſame Churches, with the Romax tor one of 
the number, which the Aniwerer acknowledges ſhe 
is. Catholic, ſays All, and wito fays All fays Ro- 
man, 1t the be one; And who ſays Roman Catholic, 
ſays thoſe very All, neither more nor leſs ; And 


yet the Anſiverer can fancy a Gifference, For the 
M r:1t 
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reſt he gives no dire Anſwer, that I remember to 
any one Queſtion, yet. hovers 10 about it, that one 
mult keep his thoughts very attentive, not to have 
them diverted quite another way. As tor Certain- 
ty or Uncertainty, they ate Matters which he 
{cems. not to mind. Not but. that he talks of a 
ſure Compals, and Inlallivis Ruie: but he never 
tells us, whether, or how a Min ſhall be fure, that he 
do'sandeed ftcer by that Compals,or 1s guided by that 
Rule, Tholc great ſounds vaniſh into Conſcience 
at laſt, and that Conſcience may be right or wrong, 
tor any care he takes; as perhaps he thinks it e- 
qual, whether the one, or the other, The King 
defired People fhould have ſure hold, and ſhew's 
them where they may : He 1s only folicitous to * 
keep thera trom taſtning there, and leaves them to 
find another, it they canDt themſelves, or be con- 
tent, if they will, without any. It he have a Pique 
to the Roman Catholic, he may ſhew them another 
Catholic Church, or, if a Church be needleſs, on 


BETS they may reſt ſecurely without a Church. Tf 


on Scripture, he may ſhew them, how they may 
fately ſtake their Souls, that they .do not miſtake 
it: It on Conſcience, how they may ſecurely truſt 
it, Let Pcople be but ſafe, and I ask no more. 
34t as there 1s, after all but one way to Heaven, 
tic King ſhews it, and he 1mputes deccit to him 
tur his pains; and then ſets up for the faithful 
Lriend humicli, who wall neither Jet them go that 
way, nor ſhew them that there 15 any other. And 
(13145 1t {tans between them. 

It i5 tor the Reader to conlider, which of the 
to gives hin better Counſel, and where he can 
find Letter Security, than what His Majeſty offers, 

or 
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or whether Security be needleſs. One would think 
it not like to take up much Conſideration in our 
Country, whether, in a concern of infinite more 
value than all the Money, which troubles ſo ma- 
ny Lawyers and Scriveners, one ſhould deal with- 
out looking after Security. And yet, by what- 
ever charm 1t happens, there needs a great deal 
of Grace, to make People ſenſible in this Caſe, of 
what in all others they are but too much, their 
greateſt concerns. God of his Mercy grant it tc 
af who ask it, and to all, who by not aiking it,- ſher 


they more need it. 
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Dare appeal to all unprejudic'd Readers, and 
| eſpecially to thoſe who have any ſenfe of Piety, 
whether upon peryſal of the Paper written by 
 Herlate Highneſs the Ducheſs, they have not found 
—in it ſomewhat which rouch'd them to the very 
Soul; whether they did not plainly and perfeAly - 
diſcern in it the Spirit of Meekneſs, Devotion, and 
Sincerity, which animates the whole Diſcourſe ; 
and whether the Reader be not ſatisfied, that ſhe 
who writ it has open'd her Heart without diſguiſe, 
ſo as not to leave a Scruple that ſhe was not incar- 
neſt. TI am ure I can ſay, for my own particular, 
that when I read it firſt in Manuſcript, IT could nor 
but conſider it as a Diſcourte' extremely moving, 
piain, without Artifice, and diſcovering the Piety 
of the Soul from which it flow'd. Truth has a 
| 4Nguage 
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language to it iclt, winch "us impoſſible lor Hypo- 
crifie to imitate: + Difiumulation could never Writc 
{o warmly. nor with ſo mud1 lile. What leſs than 
hc Spirit of Primitive Chriſtianity could have di- 
ctated her Words? The lols of Friends, of worldly 
Honours, and Ffteem, the Detamation ol ill Tongues, 
and the Reproaich ol the. Croſs, all theſe, though 
not. \ighout theſtryglings ot Fleſh and Blpod, were 
{urmornted by hers as it the Saying ot 'our Saviour 
were always tounding in her Ears, What wil it profit 
a nan to can the whole world, and loſe his Soul ! 

I think I have amplifted nothing in relation c1- 
ther to this Pious 1 or her D.ſcourſe : I am ſure 
[ need not. And now let any unbiaſs'd and indit- 
terent. Reader compare tlic Spirit of the Anſwerer 
w:th hers. . Do's there not maniteſtly apyear in him 
a quite ditlerent- Character? Need rhe Reader be 
intorm'd, that he 1s diſingenuous, toul-mouth'd, and 
ſhutiling ; and that, not being able to.anſwer plain 
Matter ot Fact, he endeavours to evade 1t, by Sup- 
poſitions, Circumſtances, and ConjeCtures ; like a 
cunning Barreter of Law, who 1s to manage a ſink- 
ing, Cauſe, the Diſhoneſty of which he cannor other- 
wiſe tupport, than by detaming lus Adverſary 2 Her 
only Bulineſs 1s.' to tatisfie her Friends of the inward 
Workings of her Soul, in order to her Convernon, 
and by what Methods the quitted the Relig on in 
which ſhe was educated. He. on the contrary, 1s 
not ſatisficd, unleſs he queſtion the Integrity of her 
Proceedings, and the Truth of her plain Relation, 
even lo faras to blaſt, what in him hes, her Bleſſed 
Memory, w.th the unputation of Forgery and De- 
ceit ; as 1t the had)given a falſe Accuunt, not only 
of the Paſlages in her Soul, and the Agonics ol a 
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troubl'd Conſcience, only known to Gol and to !ics 


PS | Ht "0G" 
- 


ſclf, but alſo of the Diſcou les whici the had wit: 
others concerniny tliole Dſquicts. Evcry wire the 
Lic 1wt9- be caſt upon her, cither dircct ly" 1N [tc 
Words ot the Biſhop of 4 mncheſter, which he quote; ; 
or indirectly, in lis own, 1n whuch his icetal Di- 

Iizence 1s moſt remarkable. 

In his Anſwer to the two former Papers tler* 
ſeems to have been ſome reſtraint upon the viru- 
lence of his Genius, thougheven there he has mani- 
teſtly paſt the Bounds of Decency and Reſpect : But 
ſo ſoon as he has got looſe from diſputing wit! 
Crown'd Heads, he ſhews himſelt in his pure Na- 
turals, and 1s as buſie in raking up the Aſhes of thei? 
next Relations, as if they were no more of kin to 
the Crown, than the New Church of Enzland is to 
the Old Reformation of their Great-Grandiathers. 
Bur God torbid that I ſhould think the whole Epi- 
ſcopal Clergy of this Nation to be of his Latitudi- 
narian Stamp ; many ot them, as Learn'd as him- 
ſelf, are much more Moderate : And ſuch, I am con- 
fident, will be as far from abetting his Irreverence 
to the Royal Family, as they are trom the jugiing 
Deſigns of his Faction, to-draw in the Noncontor: 
miſts to their Party, by alluring them they hall 
not be proſecuted as indeed, upon their Principles, 
they cannot be by them) ; but in the mean time 
this is to wreſt the Favour out ot the King's Hands, 


and take the Beſtow: Ing it 1nto their ow n; and to re- 


aſſume to themlelves that Headthip of the Emli/h * 


x 
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Church, wiuch their. Anceſtors gave away to Ning 
/tenry the Eighth. And now lt any Loyal Subject 


bur conftder. waether this new way of their Proe | 


ceeding do's not rater tend to bring the Chuarch 
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Evxgland into the Fanatics, than the Fanatics into 


the Church of England. 


Theſe are the Arts which are common to him and 
his Fellow-labourers ; but his own peculiar Talent is 
that of ſubtle Calumny and ſly Aſperſion, by which 
he inſinuates into his Readers an ill Opinion of his 
Adverſaries, betore he comes to Argument ; and 


\ takes away their Good. Name rather by Thett than 


open Robbery: He lays a kind of accumulative 
Diſhoneſty to their Charge, and touches *em here 
and there with Circumſtances, 1n ſtead of poſitive 
Proots, till at laſt he leaves a bad Impreſſion of 'em; 
like a Painter who makes Blotches of hard Colour- 
ing in ſeveral Parts of the Face, which he ſmooths 
afterwards into a Likeneſs. After this manner he, 
or one of his Brethren in Tniquity, has us'd Mox- 
fieur de Condom, by picking up Stories againſt him 
in his Preface, which he' props up with little Cir- 
cumſtances, but ſeldom ſo poſitive that he cannof 
come oft, when their Falſity ſhalL be deteted. In 
the mean time, his Cauſe go's forward with the 
Common Reader ; who, prepoſleſt by the Preface, is 
made partial to his Anſwer. The ſame'kind of Ar- 
tifice, with ſome little variation, has been us'd in 
other of their Books, beſides this preſent Libel 

againſt the Ducheſs. i 
But, the Cloven-foot of this our Anſwerer, ap- 
pears from- underneath the Caſlock, even in the firſt 
ſtep he makes towards his Anſwer to the preſent Pa- 
per : Which, he tells us, » ſaid to be written by a 
great Lady. How doubtiully he ſpeaks, as if there 
were no certainty of the Author. Bur ſurely *tis 
more than barely ſaid ; tor'tis Publiſh'd by the ſame 
Authority,which order'd the two other Papers writ- 
ten 
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ten by His late Majeſty to the Preſs ; and the Orig. 

"nal of it, is ſtill remaining in the H inds of the IC. 
ſent King: Indeed the Biſhop of Wincheflzr may 
ſcem to have oiven hum ſome encouragement tor ti1.s 
in the Preface to his Treatiles, where he tells TOR 
That MaimbLourg the Feſurte recites ſometiing whicl, 
he fays was eos by the late Ducheſs ; and whici! 
he afterwards calls he Papers pretended to be wrir- 
ten by [{er. But it that Biſhop had liv'd to fce what 
our Anſwerer has-ſcen, Her Paper Printed and Pu!;- 
Hiih'd by His Majeſty, I cannot think he wou'-: 
have lcen (o incredulous as to have made that doubt 
It may be allow'd him to ſuſpeCt a SCangen of For- 


- gery ; Dut with what tace can tis Son of the Churc!: 


ot Enuland ſuſpect the Integrity of his King ? In the 
mean time, oblerve what an excellent Voucher he 
has got of this dead Biſhop, and what an excellent 
Argu:nent he has drawn trom him. Bccauſt he 
would not beleve.what he did not think ſhe ſaid, we 


\ muſt nor believe what we know the did ſay. Let 


our Author therefore come out of his Miſts an: 


Ambiguities, or give us ſome better Authority tor 
his unreaſonable Doubts : For, at this rate, it it be 
already ſuſpetted, whether w hat the writes be Mar- 
ter of Fact, and indeed, whether the writ it at all; 
1t may be doubted hercafter, whether the chang'd, 
and perhaps, whether there wereever fu:zh a Woman. 

Atter he had thus begun, That rs Paper was 


ſaid to be written by a Great F; ady, for the [atisfatti- 


on of her Friends ; he thuffles in commodiocus Words 
tor an Anſwerer, and which attord him Elbow-room 

For he talks of the Reaſons and Motives which the 
had, tor her leaving the Communton ot tie Chure!? 
of England, &c. and of the Right wiaica ail Reavers 
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have to judge of the flrength of- them. Now, 
Luck will have it, none of thoſe Motives and Pay 
ſons arc to be found in the Paper of her Highnels : 
She exprefles her ſeit clearly to write for the Satif- 
{ation of her Friends, not as to the Reaſons the 
had her ielt- for changing, but as to the Ccnlures 
which ſhe might expect irom them for fo doing : 
and her wh Me Paper thews this was | only her De- 
fn / Sothar, againſt the Law of all Romances, he 
tixfbuilds. the Pnchanted Caſtle, -and then ſets up 
to' be the Doughty Knight w ho conquers it. It 
{cems he found, that a bare Denial, winch 1s the 
proper Anfwer to Matter of Fact, was a dry Buſi- 
ils, and would make no iport ; and therefore he 
would be ſure to cut himielf our {ufficient Work: 
But 1t 1s not every Mans Talent to force a Trade ; 
tor a Cuſtom: cr may chuſe whether he will buy or 
nor. | 
Tins Great Perſon chang'd not lightly , nor in 

haſte ; but atter all che Endeavours which could be 
us'd, by a Soul which was true to it felt, and to its 
Eternal Intereſt. She was ſenſible, as I before img 
ed, that the thould loie her Friends and Credit, and 
what to her Condition at that time was more ſharp- 
ly piercing, expoſe the Catholics of Exng/and to the 
danger of 1 1uffering for her ſake. On theſe Conſt- 
derations the makes a plain Relation of all the Paſ- 
ſages in her Change ; and expecting ſevere Cenlures 
trom the World, took care to ſatisfie her Friends 
concerning tt. As for the Reaſons of it, they were 
only _betwixt God and her own Soul; and the Prieſt 
with whom ſhe ſpoke at laſt. What a wondertul 


Art has this Gentleman, to turn a bare Narrative 
into Motives and Inducements? When he 1s arriv'd 


tO 


the Third Paper. | 
to the Pertetion of calling down a Saint from Hea- 
ven, he may examine. her concerning them ; 1n_the 
mean time he muſt be content with the Relation 
which ſhe has left. behind her here on Earth; and if 
he will needs be miſtaking her Scruples tor her Mo- 
tives, 'who can help it - 

His Deſign, as he tcl's us a little after the begin- 
ning, is to vindicate the [Toxour of the Church of 
England, /o far as it may be thought to ſuffer by the 
Paper of her late Highneſs. I might here tell him, 
that he has an Obligation antecedent to the Honour 
of his Community, which 15 that to God and his 
own Conſcience. But the Honour of the Church ot 
England 1s no farther concern'd in the Paper of her 
Highneſs, than in relation to the Perſouns of two 
or three Prelates ; anc thoſe he leaves at laſt to ſhit 
tor themſelves as they are able, with this melancho- 
ly Farewell, That God be thaxked, the Cauſe of our 
Church do's not depend upon the ſingular Opinion of 
one or two Biſhops in it, wherein they apparently re- 
cede from the eſtabliſh'd Dottrine of 1t. , 

In the next place, he us ſen/tble how nice and ten- 
der a thing it is to meddle in a Matter wherein the 
Memory of ſo Great a Lady u concern'd. 

Here he is ſenſible, once tor all ; tor after this one 
Civility, you heat no more-ot his Good Manners 
to the end of the Chapter ; but the Honour of the 
Church of Ezg/and ſo wholly takes up his thoughts, 
that he torgers the Reſpect which 1s due toer Sex, 
her Quality, her Memory, her Relations, .and con- 
tutes her as courſly as the Parſon did Be/Zarmine. 

He go's on to intorm us, how hard a Task he has 
undertaken in anſwering thete Papers, where ſuc 
——ircumſtances are mention'd as cannot fully be clear'd, 
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the Parties th Fan having been many years deatt; 

yet he ſha, / encleauvour to keep within due Bounds, Fe 1 
Theſe due Bounds either are, or ought to be, Re- 


ſpect to the Great Lady, and Caution in regard of 
C Ircumſtances, which I hope he will not put upon 


c [11S Readers tor Arg uments, the Parties being dead 
| {9 long ago. ; 
; But let the Reader here take notice, that in this 
; Very Place he is clapping his Cups together; and 


thuilling his Balls from Hand to Hand, to lay the 
Foundation of his Jugling, and to prepare the way 
_ tor all the Tricks which he is to play hereafter. 
| For the Partics being dead long fince, that 1s, the 
; Ducheſs, 1n the firſt place, not. being alin ve to juſt; 'fie 
the ſeveral Conterences winch the had with the Bi- 
ſhops; nor they, in the {econd, to anſwer as 1n the 
Hght of God, whether ſhe had ſuch Diſcourſe with 
them, the Field is open tor him, as-he vainly 1ma- 
gincs, by laying Circumſtances of Time and Placc 
| together, and racking her own Paper till it ſeem- 
ingly ſpeaks againſt her, to render it ſuſpected to 
his g00Ld Friends the Rabble, that ſhe has talſified the 
waiole Matter. 

Well, :wethall ſee what he builds upon this Foun- 
Cation :*Let him ſpcak tor himlſelt. 

7 be way of her Satifattion was very extraordinary ; 
for towards, the Conclufion ſhe confeſſes ſhe was not 
alle, nor wot d ſhe enter into Di! 'putes with any body, 

Commend me to him tor a Man of quick diſpatch. 

> At the firlt daih he is bringing the two Ends of her 
«2.29 together ; tor he ſays, Zowards the Conclu/ton 
2 confe les. "Twas well ſecarch'd of him, however, 
> hom counter, and run to the End of her Diſcourſe 
or the Beginning of his own. Here will loſe no Ad- 
X Vantaccs, 
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vantages, I warrant him. Preſs that home, DoQor. 
She modeſtly owns, that the was neither able nor 
willing to enter into Diſputes; tneretore ſhe had no 
other way to ſatisfie her. ſelt : When the whole dritt 
of this Pious and ſincere Diſcourſe is to inform her 


Friends of the Methods by which God Almighty 


brought her into his Church ; her Paper being a 
plain and ſhort Hiſtory of her Converſion. 

The Anſwerer is of Opinion, there is nothing to 
be done, no fatisfaCtion to be had in Matters ot Re- 
_ without Diſpute; that's his only Receipt, his 

Noſtrum tor attaining a true beliet. But DoCtors dit- 


fer in this Point. For another * Witty Gentleman of 


his Church defir'd no other Epitaph. upon his Tomb 
than this; Z/ere lies the Author of this Sentence, 
Diſpurandi pruritus, ſcabies Eccleſiz—— The tch of 
Diſputation is the Scab or Tetter of the Chr 
Now it the Learned avail themſclves fo little of Dit- 
pute, that it is as rare as a Prodigie for one of them 
to convince another, what ſhall become of the Ig- 
norant, when they are to deal with thoſe tencers 
ot Divinity 3 ? Who can hit them in Tierce and 
Quart at pleaſure, while they are ignorant how to 
ſtand upon their guard, And yet ſuch poor Peo- 


ple have Souls to fave as precious in the fight of 


God as the grim Logiczans, Mult they be damn- 
ed unleſs they can "make a regular approach to 

caven, in Mood and Figure? Isrthere no cntring 
tnere without 2 S: :logitm ? or Erg otcering it with 
a nezo, concedo, & diſtinguo > The beſt on't 1s, 
Our vious Diſciples were but poor Fiſhermen, 
and we read but ot one of his Apoſtles who was 
bred up at tC Feet of Gamaliel, TI would be- 
{eech_our Antlyerer to confider whetner he has are 


ped. 
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oued upon his own Principles, in aſiirming, that 
none can be fatisfied as to the grounds of leaving 
one Church and going to the other without entring 
into Diſputc? Has he not allow'd, that every Man 
15 to Interpret the Scripture tor hunſelf, in reterence 
to his own Salvation ? With what Face then can he 
poſitively ſay, That this Lady, who had not only 
read the Scriptures, but tound them in her Judg- 
ment plainly to decide the great Controverlſic be- 
twixt Catholics and Proteſtants, mizht mot leave his 
Charch, and enter into that of Chriſt, by Interpre- 


ting this is my Body, 7» the Litteral and Obvious 


Z | þ | 
meaning ? It trom a Catholic ſhe had become a Pro- 


teſtant by expounding thoſe Words in a Figurative 
Senſe, he would have applauded her for not diſcern- 
ing the Lords Body, and faid ſhe was in the right 
to Interpret for her ſelt. But the, it ſeems, mult be 
an exception to his General Rule, and not have 
that priviledge allow'd her which he dare not deny 
to any Sectary ot the Nonconformiſts. The Phana- 
tics think the Scripture 1s clear in all Matters of Sal- 
vation, and/ if ſo, what need, ſay they, of thoſe 
Spiritual Direfours 2 Even the Pillars of the 
Church by Law eſtabliſh'd, from their own Conceſſi- 
ons are found to be but broken Staffs: For after all 
their undertaking to heal a wounded Conſcience, 
when the Arrows of the Almighty are ſtuck into it, 
they leave their Proſelytes finally to the Scripture 
as our Phyſicians, when they have emptied the 
Pockets of their Patients without curing them, ſend 
them at laſt to Tunbridge Waters, or the Air of 
Montpelliers. ; | 

But if Perſons be reſolu'd before hand what to do, 
ſays our Anſwerer, there is xo ſuch way as to declare 
they will not enter into Diſpute. Here 


the Third Paper. 


Here he would make us believe, that ſhe ſwal- 


low'd a new Religion without chewing it, becauſe 
ſhe Niſputed not, I have ſhew'd already what is the 
common fate of Diſputation : But had ſhe no other 
way- of ſatisfying her Conſcience? { as he immedi. 
ately iniers the had not.) It he were not obſtinate- 
ly blind, or rather had not an intent:on- to blind his 
Reacter, he might have obſerv'd the Methods and 
 Gradations of her change, and that tho' ſhe Difpu- 
ted not; yet ſhe Dijcourſed ( which is entring into 
Matter of Diſputs) with ſome of the ableſt of the 
Engliſh Clergy, even with him particularly who 
was lett by the Biſhop of Winche/ter to be her Spi- 
ritual Directour ; by which it plainly appears, not- 
withſtanding all the jugglings and gloſles of ' our 
Anſwerer, that the better part even oft his own Pre- 


ſcription was put in practice by her, though with- 


out etfect, as to her ſatisfaction. Why then do's 
he ask lo many idle Queſtions? Had ſhe no Divines 
of the Charch of England about her 2 none able and 
willing to afford her their utmoſt aſſiſtance, when the 
takes care to inform the World, that ſhe had 
fuch Divines, that ſhe imparted her Scruples, and 
after all, remain'd unſatisfied with their Anſwers. 

Perſons of Learning, indeed he ſays, may poſſibly 
be ſatisfied without entring into Diſputes of Matters 
which ſhe had neither the leiſure to examine, nor the 
capacity to judge of. 

Then as I ſaid before, the Kingdom of Heaven is 
chiefly, it not only for the Wiſe and Learned of this 
World, though our Saviour was not of this Judg- 
ment. But 1s not every Man to be fatisfied pro 
modulo ſuo 2 according to the meaſure of his own 


Underſtanding 2 Can an ignorant Perſon enter into 
the 
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the Knowledge of the My tcries of our Faith, when 
-\'en the moſt Learned cannot ungerſtand them ? 
C:an the Anſwerer himlelt unriddle the ſecrets of the 
{ncarnation, fadom the undivided Trinity ? Or the 
Conſulſtantiality ot the Eternal Son. with all his 
Readings and Examinations 2 From whence comes 
it then *that le bel:eves them 2 fince neither thc 
Ycripture 1s plarn about them, nor the Wit of 
Man can compre! end them? As tor her comparing 
thc Doctrines of both C! wrches, no queſtion the did 
1t to the beſt of her Ability ; tor 1t he will believe 

her in any thing, ſhe-both read the Scriptures, and 
conicrr'd with the oit Learncd Proteſtants belore 
ſhe had any Diſcourſes with a Catholic Prieſt : Bur 


it ſhe had not, as he rudely ſays, the capacity of 


;judoing in deep Controv erſies, tis very probable ſhe 


might want that ot der fthnd; 1g tne in{tructions of 


her Guides : For it/I may ſimilize in my turn, a dull 
icllow might ask the meaning ot a Problem in Eu- 
clide irom the Biſhop of Salisbury, without _—_ 

cver the better tor his Learned Solution of it : 
then, her Capacity wyl break no ſquares, at leaf, 
trom the Doctrine of Fe Englith Church, and the 
Presbyterians, put them back? together as they now 
ſtand united ; for either the Scriptures are clear, and 
then a mean Capacity will ſerve to underſtand them, 
oMhough they are never fo obſcure, yet the upſhor 

of all is that every Man 1s to Interpret tor himſelf. 
What farther quarrel he can have againſt the'La- 
dy in this particular I know not, unleſs it be upon 
the Biſhop of Wixcheſters account ; namely, That 
ſhe retus'd to adviſe with\him, and admitted the 
rvo others to a Conlerence, and what reaſon ſhe 
lad tor fo dping, 1t 1 were as penetrating as my 
Author 


—_ 
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Author I ſhould undertake to demonſtrate by the In- 
tallible Evidence of Circumſtances and Interencecs : 
but ſince the parties are dead, and fo long ſince, 


will not give my own Opinion why ſhe refus'd 


him, andot what Principles the might poſlibly have 
thought him : At preſent T will not trouble my ſell 
tarther with that Prelatc of rich Memory, whom | 
warrant you our Author would not commend 10 
much tor his great Abilitics and willingneſs to re- 
ſolve the Ladies doubts, it he had not ſome Journey- 
work for him to do hercatter : neither will I meddle 
much with the long Impertinent Story of his Letter 
to the Duciicts, ind her ſilence at Farnham, where 
ſh: would not confult him 1n any ot her doubts : 

Whatever great matters are made of theſe by our 
Anſwerer, the had a very ſufficient reaſon for not ask- 
ing his Advice, as will inſtantly be made appear : 

but now our Author is at another of his dodging 
tricks, comparing Times and Dates of Letters, the 
Biſhops bearing Date the Twenty fourth of Janaary, 
that very Year in which ſhe chang'd ; but that he 


may not puzzle himſelf too much in reckon! ing, I 


will unriddle the Matter of Fact to him, which I 
have from a moſt Authentic Hand; the Duke and 
Duchels were at Farnham 1n the beginning of Sep- 
tember, where they continued about three Days, 1n 
the Year 1670. Her Highneſles Paper bears Date 
the Twentieth of Azgu/# 1670. by which it 1s ma- 
nifeſt, that it was written twelve or tourteen Days 
beſore her viſit to the Biſhop. Now where, I be- 
ſeech 0s is the 17 neapet that [ne nos nothi Ng to 


tlcr rand Clock, aiter he had: been = oolins 
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upon a Sun-dial? So that all his aggravations , 
dwindle at length into this poor Interence, that it 1s 
evident ſhe did not make ule of the ordinary means 
tor her own SatistaQtion ; at leaſt (mark how he 
mollifies for tear ot being trap'd ) as to thoſe Biſhops 
who had known her longelt. 

Now:fthis 1s fo pitiful, that it requires no Anſwer : 
for it amounts to no more than that ſhe iK'd not the 
Biſhop, and theretore, from the beginning conceal'd 
her Scruples trom him ; and ſhe chang'd her Religion 
the ſame Year {tho' before he writ to her) becauſe 
ſhe was fatisfied of another ; but do's it tollow from 
hence, as he inters, that in the mean while ſhe did 
not ule the ordinary means tor her ſatisfaction ? ſup- 
poſing ſhe had lik'd the other two Biſhops, as littleas 
ſhe did him, had ſhe no other ordinary means but by 
thoſe two, or even by any other Biſhaps? Satisfied, to 
be ſure, the was, or ſhe had not chang'd; and if the 
means had been wholly extraordinary trom the In- 


ſpirations of Gods Holy Spirit Pn'Ys ſhe had there- 


by receiv'd the greater favour ; but not omitting to 
give God thanks for his Supernatural Aſſiſtance, 
ihe us'd allo, the ordinary means. 

It appears that her firſt Emotions were from her 
obſerving the Devotions of the Catholics in France 
and Flanders, and this is no news to any Traveller ; 
ask ever our Proteſtant Gentlemen at their return 
irom Catholic Countries, and they cannot but con- 
fels, that the Exerciſes of their Devotion, their More 
tifi-ations, their Auſterities, their Humility, their 
Charity, and in ſhort, all the ways of good living are 


practis'd there ina tar greater meaſure than thev are 


in Eag/and : But theſe are the Vertues from which 
we are blelizJly retorm'd by the Example and Precept 
of 


2 i 0d — 


x _ 


the Third Paper. 99 


of that Lean, Mortified Apoſtle, St. Martin Luther. 

Her firſt Scruples were rais'd in her by reading 
Doctor Zeylins Hiſtory of the Reformation, and 
what ſhe found in it we ſhall ſce hereafter ; 1t ap- 
pears, that Hiſtory had given her ſome new appre- 
henſions , and to fatisfie them, ſhe conſider'd ot the 
Matters in difference betwixt the Catholics and Pro- 
teſtants., and ſo conſidered them as to examine 
them the beſt ſhe could by Scripture, which ſhe 
found to fpeak clearly tor the Catholics, and ſhe up- 
oh our Authors Principles, was Judge of this : atter 
which ſhe ſpoke with two cot the belt Biſhops in 
England, and their Coubttul, or rather favourable 
Anſwers did but add more to the delire ſhe had tobe 
a Catholic : All theſe ordinary ways ſhe took, betore 
ſhe could perſuade her ſelf ro ſend tor a Pricſt, whoſe 
endeavours it pleas'd rhe Almighty ſo to bleſs that ſhe 
was reconcil'd to his Church, and her troubled Con- 
ſcience was immediately at reſt. 

I have been forc'd to recapitulate theſe things, 
and to give them the Reader at one view ; for,our 
Anſwerer is ſo cunning at his Trade, that he ſhews 
them only in Parceis and by Retail, that it might 
not be thought the us'd the ordinary Means. One 
thing I had omitted, which was, that the Biſhop 
affirms in his Letter to her Highneſs, that ſhe had 
made him a Promiſe, in caſe any Writing were. put 
into her Hand by thoſe of the Roman Church, the 
would ſend it cither to him, or the Biſhop of Oxford. 

Why do's our Author put down that Promiſe 
thus at large? It he means any thing more by it, 
beſides a Juſtification of his Bithop tor having done 

© his part, waicl ſtznifies juſt nothing, te would ta- 
citely in{inuate, that ſh2 broke her Word, by not 
Q 2 ſend ng 
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ſending any ſuch Writing to him. If fo, he is at 


his Legerdemain again. He would have it thought, 


ſhe kept not her Promiſe, but do's not poſitively af- 
firm it : But ſince it is manifeſt, by the order of time 
in her Paper, that ſhe neither ſent for any Prieſt, 
nor conterr'd with any Learn'd Catholic, till atter 
ſhe had. done with the two Bifhops, it may, and 
ought to be ſuppos'd, that ſhe recciv'l no Writings 
from any ot that Religion ; for if ſhe lad ſhe would 
certainly have mention'd them. 

"It then the Biſhop of IVincheſter would infinuate, 
that the had ſuch Papers, which ſhe ſent not to him, 
according to her Engagement, I may at leaſt anſwer 
with my Author, That the Lady was dead long be- 
tore the Biſhop publiſh'd his Letter, fo that the Cir- 
cumſtances therein mention'd cannot be fo tully 
clicar d. 

But to return to our Anſwefer: He has brought 
us at length to the ſeveral Diſcourſes which her 
Highneſs had with the two Biſhops, his Grace of 
Canterbury, and the Biſhop of Worceſter ; and ſince he 
has thought fit to put all that concern'd this Matter 
into one long Paragraph, quoted trom the Ducheſs, 
I muſt follow his Example. Theſe are her Words. 
After this, I ſpoke ſeverally to two of the beſt Biſhops 
we have itn England, who both told me, there were 
many things in the Roman C hurch which it were wer 
:nuch to be wiſh'd we had kept ; as Confeſſion, which 
'r425 £0 doubt commanded of God ; that Pra ying for the 
Dead was 'one of the ancient things in Chriſtianity ; 
that for their parts, they did it daily, tho" they would 
not own it : And afterwards preſſing one of them very 

uch Don the other Poinrs, he told me, That if he 
"ad been bred a Catholic, he would not change his Re- 


\ dition; 
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lizion; but that being of another Church, wherein he 
was ſure were all things neceſſary to Salvation , he 
thourht it wviy ill to give that Scandal, as to leave 
that Church wherein he had receiv'd his Baptiſm. All 
theſe Diſcourſes did but add more to the defire I hal to 
be a Catholic, and gave me the molt terrible Aronies 
in the world, &c, 

This, he confeſſes, ſeems to be to the purpoſ-. 
And where he contetles the Jeaſt Advantage on our 
ſide, the Reader may ſwear there is ſomewhat more 
than ordinary in the matter-: But he retrenches im- 
mediately, and kicks down the Pail, by adding this 
Reſtriction, /f there were not ſome Circumſtances 
aad Expreſſions very much miſtaken in the Repreſenta- 
tion of it, Yet in the next Line again, as if ho 
were aſham'd of his own feartulnets, he is for ma- 
king a bold Sally, and putting all to the puſh : For, I 
ſuppoſing the ut moſt to be allow'd, ſays he, there could , 
be no Argument from hence drawn for leaving the 
Communion of our Church : But he reſtrains that too 
with this Caution, J7f the Biſhops Authority and 
Example did ſignifie any thing with her. Thus from 
yielding at firſt he comes to modife his Conceſſion, 
and trom thence to ſtrike out magnanimouſ]y. 

But then he retreats again with another . zf.) *Tis 
a ſign hz is uneaſie, when he toſſes and turns ſo 
often in 2 Breath; and that he 1s diftident of his 
Cauſe, when he ſhifts ti.s Plea. Tis evident that 
rhe Ducheſs laid a great {treſs on theſe Conceſſions ; 
and well ſhe might : for what a fltartle would 1t 
give to a doubting Soul, which already had taken 
the Aharm, to hear two Biſhops, whereof one was 
Primate of Ail Fz2/and, renouncing and condemn- 
n2 two of the ceſtubliſh's Articles of their Church ? 
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But 'tis well known, that thoſe two Prelates were 
not, nor, it they were now living, would be the on- 
ly Clergy-men of the Church of E»g/and who are 


of opinion they have over-reform'd themſelves, in 
caſtinz off Prayers for the Dead, and conſequently, 


the Dottrine of a Third Place : Bur theſe are Church 
of Fuzland Men of the old ſtamp, betwixt whom, 


and the Fa&tion of this Anſwerer , there is juſt ag 
much diftgrence, as betwixt a true Epiſcopal Man, 
and a Latitudinarian ; and this latter, in plain terms, 


1s no otherwiſe different from a Presbyterian, than 


by whatſoever Titles and Dignitzes he is diſtinguiſhd. 
So that our Anſwerer was much in the right, to 
Skip over the firſt half of this Paragraph without an+» 
ſwering in this place, and to gallop to the lait Sen- 
tence of it, which begins with Biſhop Blandford's 
ſaying, That if he had been bred in the Communion of 
the Roman Church, he would not change his Religion : 
Whither, as'in Duty bound, I tollow him. \, 

To over-ballance the weight of theſe Conceſſions, 
our Author would have us think, that the ſubſequent 
Words of the Biſhop ought to have had greater force 
to have kept her in the Communion of the Prote- 
ſtant Church, than the former to have drawn her 
from it ; for the Biſhop comes oft with this Excuſe, 
That being of another Church, wherein he was ſure 
were all things neceſſary to' Salvation, he thought it 
very i to give that Scandal, as to leave that Church 
wherein he receiv'd his Baptiſm. 

Firſt, take notice, That the Ducheſs ſays, the Bt- 
ſhop was preſſed by her very much, betore he made 


the Conceſſion ; That it he had been bred a Catho- 


lic, he would not have chang'd : Which ſhews, that 
a Iruth was-torc'd out of him, which he would 
b willingly 
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willingly have conceal'd. For, both in regard to lis 
own Credit, and the retaining of fy Great a Perſon 
In his Church, it was not his Intereſt to have yield: 
ed that a Catholic might be faved, at leaſt on as eaſis 
Terms as a Proteſtant. Bur he goes fartaer, when he 
confeſles, That it he had been bred a Catholic, he 
would not have alter'd his Religion: For therein he 
ſeems even to regret his being bred a Proteſtant ; 

at leaſt he yields, that all thinzs neceifiry to Salva- 
tion were in the Roman Catholic Church; for other- 
wiſe, had he been educated 1n it, he ought | In con- 
ſcience to have. chang'd, which he owns he would 
not have done. No\v this 1s maniteſtly more than 
what he ſaid for the Church of Enz/and; tor his tol- 
lowing Words are rather an Excule for his Continu- 
ance in his Church, than an Argument to diſſuade 
her Highneſs from turning Catholic. Hz thought 
it very 1ll to give that Scandal to leave the Church, 

wherein he was Baptizjd. Now the Word Scandal 
plainly relates to his own Perſon, and ſignifies no 
more, than that he was alhim'd to change : For it 
Was ;mpolſivle for him to think he ſhould fin againtt 
his Conſcience in changing, who had declar'd, That 
he would not have chanzg'd, in caſe he had been 
bred a Citholic. AnJ the Reaſon he gives 1s made 
of the ſam? yielding Metal, .) That he haJ his 
Baptiſm in the Proteſtanc Charels, for that Argu- 
ment 1n it felt 1s of no weight, ſince the Right Re- 
verend-vell knew, that the Baptiſcn even of Heretics 
is goo]; fo taat it he had been Carittn'd in the 
Latheras, the 45;/jne, or the Rattan Churcly, he 


muſt for that reaſon "N58 continu'd in it: - But he: 


timerouſly plexds his tear of giving Serndal ; whic! 
is, as I ſaid, no Juſtification of hum! elf, no  Diſſua: 
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five to Her, but only a mean, intcreſled Apology for 
1s not changing. 

As tor his intimating, That all things neceſſary 
co Salvation were to be had in the Church of Erg- 
land, let any reaſonable Man be Judge, whether he 
could poſſibly have faid -lefs in detence of himſelf, 
tor continuing in it x For this only ſhew*'d, that he 
thought Salvation was to be had in both Churches, 
as even this Author himſelt is torc'd -to confeſs at- 
tcrwards, in theſe words: 7he utmoſt that can be 
made of this, is, That a certain Bijhop of oar Church 
who in the mean time has prov'd himſelf an un- 
ccrtain'one) held both Ciurches ſo far. Parts of the 
Catholic Charch, that there was no neceſſity of going 
from one Church to another. 

That which he calls the utmoſt we can make of 
it, is in truth the leaſt which the Biſhop's Words 
will naturally bear ; and I may fately pur the Cauſe 
upon this Iflue, Whether ſuch a Diſcourſe might not 
reaſonably aud more to the deſire ſhe had to be a 
Catholic ? 

Let us hear now what he has to anſwer; and I 
wil reply briefly, becauſe I have taken away the 
Strength of his Argument already. 

Firtt, He ſays 1n effect, That the Biſhops Autho- 
rity and Example ought to have prevail d with her 
Gn the one fide, more than his Conceſſions on the 
ther. 

I reply; Not his Authority, becauſe he ſpoke 
more tor the Church ot Rowe, than againſt it : Nor 
his Example ; tor he gave her no encouragement to 
tollow it, by ſaying, Tnat it he had. been bred a 
Catholic, he would not have chang d. Hais Exam- 
112 of Praying daily for tizz Drag, ſhew'd his Opi- 

Non 
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nion at the bottom ; but his not publicly owning that 
he did fo, has prov'd him little better than a Black Bi- 
ſhop, who was enter'd privately into the White ones 
Walk. 

Our Author asks in the ſecond place, Why any 
Perſon ſhould forſake the Communion of the Prote- 
ſtant Church, wherein the Biſhop affirm'd were all 
things neceflary to Salvation ? And TI enquire, How 
ſhe could be bound to believe him, ſince Conteſlion, 
and Prayers for the Dead are wanting in it ; one of 
which he had before acknowledg'd to be command- 
ed of God ; the other, to be one of the ancient things 
1n Chrifftanity ? 

Thirdly, He urges, That the Biſhop had told her 
, 1t was an ill thing to leave the Church of England. 

'And I reply, That the Anſwerer has falſified his 
Words, The Biſhop only thought it very ill to give 
that Scandal, as to leave the Church wherein he was 
Baptiz'd, Firſt, he ſpoke of himſelt only, not of 
her. Mark that Fallacy. And then he faid not, It 
was 11l to leave the Church ; but, very ill to give 
that Scandal, as to leave the Church ; relating again 
to his own particular. * 

Fourthly, He ſays, 'Tis evident that the Biſhops 
Conceſſions could have no influence upon her (tho' 
ſhe poſitively ſays, thoſe Diſcourſes, in which were 
thoſe Conceſſions, did but add more to the deſire 
ſhe had to be a Catholic.) This is full upon the V1- 
zor ; but the Dead are to take all things patiently. 
Well! How if he can convince her of Falfity trom 
. her own Words 2 Why, then he will carry his Argu- 
ment, as well as his Good Manners, tothe height ; 
and how broad ſoever the Word may be which he 


has Nlily given her, yet he will tell you, That Free- 
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dom"ought to be ET AP him, as ſuſtaining the Ho- 
nour of the-Church of England. 

His Argument is this : She declares afterwards, 
That ſhe would not have chang d, if ſhe had thought 
't poſſible otherwiſe to have ſaved her Soul : But the 
Biſhop had told her, That all things neceſſary for Sal- 
vation were in the Englith Church : Therefore the Bi- 
[hop contributed nothing to her Change. 

So the Miter be fate in its Reputation, no matter 
what becomes of the Ducal Coronet. Now I can 
be very well content that the Biſhop ſhould have no 
part in the Honour of her Converſion; tor, 'tis plain, 
that he deſir'd it not: and why ſhould he do good 
againſt his will? 

I with my Author would have furniſh'd me with 
an Argument to have brought him wholly off'; but 
I will bring him on his way as far as by the help of 
the Anſwerer's Scart I can fairly drag him. I fay 
therefore, That tho' her Highneſs chang'd not her 
Belief upon the Conceſſions of the Biſhop, yer his 
Conceſſions were an occafion of her tarther Scruples, 
in order to her Change :.-For, ſhe ſays, they added 
to the deſire ſhe had/to be a Catholic. 


The Biſhop did indeed tell her, [That all things 


' neceſſary to-Salvation were in the 4ng/i/h Church ; 


but tell me, Sir, I beſeech you, was that all he told 
her 2 By your favour, you have left out the better 
half of what he ſaid: for he told her aiſo, That if he 
had been bred a Catholic, he would not have chang'd. 
And ſhe had reaſon to believe what he ſaid to the ad- 
vantage of a Church of which he was no Member, 
as being ſure he would ſay no more than ſcanty 
Truth. And he acknowledges into the Bargain, 
That Confeſſion was commanded of God ; and, that 
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Praying for the Dead was one -þ the ancient things 
ul 


in Chriſtianity. What a ſhameful way of arguing is 
this, to make a general Negative Concluſion from 
halt tne Premiſes ? Or, in other Words, to maintain 
tliat the Biſhops Conceſſions could have no influence 
upon her, becauſe they had not the greateſt influcnce ? 
And you in a manner conteſs it before you were 
aware, in the cloſe of your Argument, where you 
ſay, There muſt therefore have been ſome more ſecret 
Reaſon, which increas'd her deſire to be a Catholic af- 
ter theſe Diſcourſes, Now ſome more ſecret Reaſon 
do's not hinder the Biſhops Concellions from being 
one ; nay, 1t argues; that they were one of thc 
Reaſons, though not the moſt prevalent, becaule 
there was one more ſecret. You have now contra- 
dicted your felt ſo plainly , that you have wholly 
juſtified the Ducheſs, and the broad Word, without 
naming it, 1s fairly brought back to your own door. 

Atter this, our Anſwerer do's but piddle, and play 
at ſmall Game, as it her Highneſs might poſſibly 
take encouragement from the Biſhop's calling tie 
Church of Rome the Catholic Religion : But ſhe was 
ro0 much in earneſt to Jay hold upon a Word. Net- 
ther is more advantage to be taken from his calling 
the Church of Rome the Catholic Religion, than we 
receive diſadvantage from the playing upon tie 
Word of Roman Catholic. 

Next, for want of a Quarrel, he is falling on his 
late dear Friend the Biſhop : Was he, ſays oyr An- 
ſwerer, /o weak, to mean the Word Catholic 7n the 
ſtrifteſt ſenſe, he muſt then have contraditted himſelf, 
there was an inconſiſtency in his Words, and ſo forth. 

From the inconfiſtency of the Biſhop's Words, in 


this and other Places, our Anſwerer, perhaps, would ' 
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A Defence of 
make a ſecret Inference, That he never ſaid them ; 
and obliquely draw the Duchels into the Statute of 
Coining : .So that the two Spiritual Hectors may 
make a Sham-duel ol it, tor ought we know, For 
Tis 2 common trick with Robbers to claſh their 
Swords together in the dark, to draw Company to- 
gether, and then ſome third Perſon pays for it. Take 
it in this manner, and then the Argument againſt 
her Highneſs will ſtand thus: The Sayings which 
ſhe relates are inconſiſtent, and theretore the muſt 
not be believ'd, though ſhe affirms ſhe heard them, 
Why, do not as many as have Ears her inconſiſtent 
things ſaid every day? and mult every body needs 
lic w ho reports them again ? That Inconliſtency of 


_ the Words 1s, in truth, an Argument that the things 


were ſaid: For what bids tairer for adding to the 
deſire ſhe had of being a Catholic, and of giving her 
the terrible Agonies ſhe felt ? But after all, it the 
Anſwerer's Quarrel be in earneſt with the Biſhop, cis 
pity they ſhould tall out for ſuch a Trifle : As weak 
as the Biſhop -was, and as ſtrong as our Anſwerer 
makes his Inconſiſtencies appear, I dare anſwer tor 
him, he meant nothing'leſs than to convert her. 
You do ill therefore to play the Bully with a 
peaceable, Old Gentleman, who only delir'd to poſ- 
ſeſs his Conſcience and his Biſhopric in peace, ' with- 
out offence to any Man,cither of the Catholic Church, 
or that of England. | 
= if he held, that both Churches were ſo far 
Parts of the Catholic, that there was no neceſlity of 
going from one Church to another to be ſav'd it he 
aſſerted that you ſay, he mult overthrow the Neceſ: , 
fity of your Reformation; and then down go's his 
Belict of your Homulics and Articles (Thirty nine 
at 
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at a Tip), and conſequently he could be no truc 


Member of the Church of England. 

And now what can I do more for the poor Biſhop ? 
For moſt certainly he did imply thus much in faying, 
That if he had been bred a Catholic, he would not 
change his Religion. Therefore, Take him Topham 
there's no help, but he muſt be turn'd out of the 
Church of Eng/and,even ſo long after he has been dead. 

In the mean time, let us a little examine this Pro- 
poſition. Our Anſwerer affirms, That he cannot be 
a true Member of the Church of England, who aſſerts 
both Churches to be ſo far Parts of the Catholic Church, 
that there js no neceſſity of going from one Church to 


another to be ſav'd. It this be true, then, to be-a | 


. Member of the Church of Exgland, one muſt aft- 
+ſert, That either both Churches are not Parts of the 
Catholic, or, That they are ſo Parts, that there 1s 
a neceility ot going from one to another. Ot theſe 
two, the firſt is not for the Honour of one of the 
Churches, and the ſecond is dire&t Nonſence. A Ne- 
ceſlity ot Change conſiſts not with their being both 
Parts; tor Parts conſtitute one Whole, and leave 
not one and another, to go to or from. There 
is no Church in France or /taly, to which a Spaniſh 
Catholic can go, but what he lett in Spain ; nor can 
he leave his own, by going to either of them. He 
may be under other Governours in the ſame Church ; 
but let him go whereſoever he ſhall pleaſe, he can- 
not be of another, ſo long as he remains a Catholic, 
In ſhort, Neceſſity of Change makes it abſolutely 
impoſſible tor both Churches to be Parts of the Ca- 
tholic, and torces the Church of Exz/and to main- 
tain, either that the is a Part, and the Roman Catho- 
lic none ; or elſe, that 'tis no matter whether ſhe be a 

Part 
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« Part or no; to which, I wiſh, they may not, with the 


Pretence ot Z.cal tor her Honour, deſire to drive her, 
who hayc nothing better to ſay in their own behalt. 
But though our Anſwerer has laid one Biſhop ſlat, 
I warrant you he has another in reſerve : For now 
the Biſhop of Wincheſter (who, as I ſaid formerly, 
was not commended ſo much for nothing '\ 1s brought 
back in Triumph from his Palace of Farnham, to 
nake a ſhort end of the'Diſpute. Art firft he doubts, 
whether ever there were any ſuch Biſhops who made 
{uch Anſwers ; and then affirms, that he believes 
there never was 7n rerum natura ſuch a Diſcourſe as is 
pretended tor have been betwixt this Great Perſon, 
and twe of the moſt Learned Biſhops in England. 
This is downright indeed ; for our Anlwerer, to 


do him Juſtice, has ofrex collaterally accus'd the Du-* 


cheſs tor her good Invention at making Stories: but 
here is plain Engli/þ upon the Point. What pity is 
it in the mean time, that my Lord of Winton gives 
not ſo much as one. ſingle Reaſon either for his 
Doubt,or his contrary Belict2 So that having only his 
Lordſhip's Opinion, and her Highnelſs's Affirmation 
before me, I might ſay, with at leaſt as much Good 


Manners as that Prelate, That I believe as little of 


his pretended Letter ſent to the Ducheſs ſo long at- 
ter her Deceaſe; as he do's of her pretended Diſcourſe 
with the two Biſhops. 

In the mean time, what uſe would my Gentle- 
man here make of his Lordſhips dovbts, his belief, 
or his affirmation? Are the Embers too hot tor him, 
that he uſes the Biſhops Foot: to pull out the Cheſ- 
nut ? Suppoſe our Prelate had believ'd there were no 
Antiphodes, 1s this a time of Day to give him cre- 
dit ? But I wonder the leſs, why our Author attri- 
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bates ſo much to his zp/e d7xit upon all occaſions ; 
for the whole body of his Anſwer, to this Paper, is in 
_ effe&t a Tranſcript from the Biſhops Pretace : He 
| purloyns his Arguments, without altering, ſome- 
time, ſo much as the property of his words. He has 
quoted him five times only in the Margent, and 
ought to have quoted him 1n almoſt every fine of 


his Pamphler. ſhort, if the Maſter had not caten, 
the Man ({ favingReverence) could not have vomited. Ds 
But it 1s eaſic to be ſeen through all the grimaces of yY 


that Biſhop, that he found himſelt aggriev'd, he has 
,not thought on, when her Highneſs ſpoke of the 
"two beſt, or moſt Learned Biſhops of E»g/and ; and 
that his Opinion was not conſulted, when, indeed, 
\ he hadofferd it, though unasKk'd, 
I know his Defender will reply, That his Lord- 
ſhip has modeſtly diſclaim'd any ſuch Pretence to 
Learning, in his Preface, where he ſays, No, 7 am 
not, I know T1 am not, 1 am ſure I am not the moſt 
Learned Biſhop. See how he mounts in His Expreſ- 
ſtons at three ſeveral Bounds. *Tis true, all theſe 
 Aſlevergtions, like his three No/o's, needed not ; for 
any realonable Man, who had read his Works, would 
have taken his bare word, without Repetition. Yet this 
notwithſtanding,he.might have ſome inward grudg- 
, Ings,that his Pupil rhought him not fo gfeat a Doctor, 
But it 1s not fit that a Matter of ſuch 1mportance 
ſhould end in a bare Ay and No on either {ide ; for 
though the Parties have been ſo long dead, yet there 
is a Witneſs ſtill alive, and ſuch a one, that all Loyal 
SubjeQts are bound to joyn with me 1n Prayers for 
the long continuance of His Lite, and even tor His 
continuance.in the True Religion, as tar as the Eng- 


liſh Liturgycan oblige them. 
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The Ducheſs thought her ſelf bound to make his | 
Rova! Highneſs acquainted with every one of theſe 
ſeveral Conterences, which ſhe had either with 
Archbiſhap S#e!don, or Biſhop Blandford, and that 
account was the very fame 1n {ubſtance with what 
ſhe communicates to her Frien.:s in this preient Pa- 
per, a3 he is pleas'd to permit me to allure the 
World after having had the Hono hear him fo- 


| lemnly affirm it which puts an end to the whole 


Matter of Diſpute, and this which follows'is as Au- 
thentic. \ 

The Day it pleaſed Almighty God to call her 
Highneſs to his Mercy, ſome Relations of hers, who 
are yet living, were deſirous that ſhe ſhould ſpeak 
with the Biſhop of Worceſter ; which the Ducheſs 
did not abſolutely retuſe upon their importunity ; 
but requeſted the then Duke to ſtop the Biſhop a lit- 
tle in the Anti-chamber and prepare him, according 
to her dire&tions, before he enter'd the Bed-chamber : 
accordingly His Highneſs having met the Biſhop ac- 
quainted him, 7hat ſhe was atually reconciÞd to the 
Catholic Churchy he then enquir'd, Whether ſhe 
were fully ſatisfied in all Points of the Doftrine which 
ſhe had embrac'd; and the Duke anſwer'd, that fhe 
was entirely ſatisfied in the Dottrine of the Catholic 
Church ; at length the Biſhop ask'd, Whether ſhe had 
already receiv'd the laſt Sacraments of the Church, na- 


ming particularly thoſe of the Bleſſed Euchariſt,and the 


Fxtreme Unition ; and it being reply'd by the Duke 
that ſhe had receiv'd them, the Biſhop anſwered, 
That thin he doubted not but that her Soul was in a 
ver; ſafe condition; betore they parted, His Royal 


FHighneſs told him, That it was the defire of the Du- 


cheſs, he would not treable her with any Matter of 
Diſpute, 
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Diſpute, nor offer to Pray with her, but if he had any 
Spiritual Counſel fitting for a Perſon in her coudition, 
in order to prepare her for her Death, he might free- 
ly tender it ; upon this he was admitted to her Bed- 
chamber, and made her a briet Exhortation ; after 
which, his ſtay there was very ſhorr. 

This being matter of Fact, and of unqueſtionabl: 
Truth, 1 hope the Anſwerer will acquieſce in it, 
What he will think of his-Biſhop concerns not me, 
but as a Proteſtant he has reaſon for his thanking 
"God, that the Cauſe of his Church do's not depend 
on the ſingular Opinion of one Biſhop in it. It ap- 
pears plainly by this Relation, that the Biſhop of 
Worceſter was ignorant, almoſt to the laſt,of her Con- 
verſion ; ſo that, if that will ſerve our Authors turn, 
he is acquitted from intending any ſuch Act of Cha- 
rity, but that he contributed to it without any ſuch 
intention is apparent. 

Yet our Author will not fo ſit down ; he will 
condemn her Highneſs from her own words again ; 
and prove from her ſaying, that ſhe ow'd the Bleſſing 
of her Converfion to God Almighty, that theretore 
the Biſhop could have no hand 1a 1t. 

What obligation has he to defend the Honour of 
his Church by a piece of Sophiſtry ? She ow'd it 
wholly to Almighty God ; for of our ſelves we can do 
nothing : but as the Anſwerer conteſles this excluded 
not her own endeavours ; God inſpir'd her wit!f a 
deſire of being reconcil'd ro his Church, in aniwer 
to her frequent Prayers, not by immediate illumina- 
tion, or ſhewing her the right beliet miraculouſly, 
but by atiordiong her the ordinary means, 3nd con- 
duQing ber by his good Spirit 1n the uſe of them: 
It the had been immediately enlightn'd ſhe needed not 
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to have recourſe to any of the Biſhops, but it pleas'd 
God, who often works Good out of Evil, that the Ar- 
guments they us'd, or rather, the Anſwers which they | 
made, produc'd a conirary effect, and added more 
to the defire {he had to be a Catholic; 1n this ſenſe, 
therefore it may be ſaid, that the Biſhops ſent her 
tothe Pricſt ; for an unrefiſtable, over-ruling Power, 
made them contribute to her change by oppoſing it ; 
and the very hands which labour'd to hold her faſt 
in the Proteſtant Perſwaſton, carried her half Scas 
over, and put her into other Hands, which carried 
her the other halt. Truly they would have receiv'd 


| hard meaſure, it they had been found guilty on the 


Statute of Perſwaſton, who far from endeavou- 
ring to male her change, diſlwaded her from chang- 
ing, tho* the Proteſtant Flints happen'd to ſtrike Ca- 
tholic Firc: $0 that I cannot butthink there was an 
extraordinary Hand of Providence 1n her Caſe ; and 
of which the had reaſon to be extraordinary ſenſible. 
But we mult have, I perceive, a care of Praying, and 
owning benefits from God; for that, or nothing 
made her paſs tor an Enthuſiaſt with the Anſwerer: 
She did nothing beſides Praying, which our Author 
do's not acknowleoge.it her duty to have done. She 
read the Hiſtory which was put into her Hands, to 
confirm her in her firſt belief; ſhe examin'd the 
Scripture, ſhe conterr'd with her Divines ; and yet 
lie can make an obſtinate Woman ot her tor doing 
that very thing, to which: he wou'd adviſe her. 
But, ſays our Author,, AZ pretenders to Enthuſraſm 
co as ſolemnly and wholly aſcribe the Bleſſing to Al- 
mighty God, and look on it as the effeit of ſuch Prayers, 
as ſhe made to him in France and Flanders. 

They aſcribe it indeed wholly to God in our Aus 
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tors Senſe, but not in hers ; tor the meant not inz- 
mediate illumination by the word wholy, as I. have 
already prov'd ; they may look on thetr falſe light, 
as the effect of their Prayers, but the looks on her 
Converſion as the eftec&t of hers, after having uſed 
the means. 

He had thoaght, he ſays, that the pretence to a pri- 
vate Spirit, or Enthuſiaſm ( for he joyns them both 
afterwards) had not been at this time allowed in the 
Church of Rome. 

Somebody once thought otherwile, or he had never 
diverted the young Gallants of the Town, with his 
merry Book concerning the Fanaticiſm of the Church 
of Rome. 

He next enquires what need ſhe had of an infalli- 
ble Church, it ſhe owed her Change fo wholly to Al- 
mighty God ? 

holy is already explain'd to him, and then his Ar- 
gument is of no more torce againſt her, then againſt 


all Catholics who have once been Proteſtants; which - 


15 a new Subject of Diſpute, and forrein to the Argu- 
gument 1n hand. 

Ftet Concluſton, as he tells us, is, That {he would ne- 
ver have chang'd, if ſhe could have ſav'd her Soul other- 
wiſe ; Whereupon he inters, /f this were true. /he had 
good reaſon for her change ; if it were not true as mo? 
certainly it was not | ſhe had none. 

But her words \ which he bath falhfnd in this place) 
arc theſe, / would never have chang'd,if I had thought it 
poſſible to have ſav'd my Soul otherwiſe. He never mif- 


quotes without deſign. Now by altering thele words, 


If I had thought it poſ:ble to ſave my Soul,into theſe, If 
[ could have ſav'd my Soalyhe would ſhuttle off her true 
meaning ; Which was, That her Conſcience odi!g d 
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her to this change. And that's a Point he would not 
willingly have touch'd: for he cannot deny upon his 
own Principles, but that after having examin'd the 
Scriptures, as ſhe profeſles to have done as well as 
ſhe was able, concerning the Points in diſpute, and 
afterwards uſing the aſſiſtance of her Spiritual Guides, 
the two Biſhops, ſhe was to judge for her ſelf, in the 
laſt refort ; and the Judgment ſhe - made according 
to her! Conſcience, was, That the Scripture ſpoke 
clearly in behalf of the Catholic Church, (or Church 
of" Rowe, as he calls it : ) Therefore according to his 
Principles, and her Conſcience, ſhe was to be of that 
Church, of whoſe Truth ſhe was thus convinc'd ; 
ſo that whether ſhe could be otherwiſe fav'd or no, 
was not the Propoſition to be advanc'd, but whether 
ſhe thought it poſſible to be otherwiſe fav'd. And 
therefore chough -it were true, that ſhe could other- 
wiſe be fav'd, yet ſhe had a ſufficient reaſon for her 
change though he ſays ſhe had none) which was 
her Conſcience ; and ſuppoſing that were erroneous, 
yet upon his Principles the muſt be the Judge of it 
without appeal. 
ter Scruples began upon reading Dr. Heylin's H1te 
ſtory of the Reformation ; and there ſhe found ſuch as 
bominable Sacriledge upon Harry the Eighth's Divorce, 
Xing Edward's Minority, and (Queen Elizabeths Suce 
ceſſien, that (pe could not believe the Holy Ghoſt could 
<1 be in ſach Councils. Thus he compendioully 
quot2s her Paper, as being it ſeems aſhama of the 
Particulars therein mention'd ; but for once I will 
tollo; him his own way. 
4 0.zead Dr. eyliws Hiſtory 1n order to ſettle her, 
he conteties, was none of the beſt Advices given to 
inch a/Perſon, He is much in the right on't,as appears 
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by the ſucceſs; and I add, nor any other, either Pro- 
teſtant or Catholic Writer then extant : for no Paint is 
capable of making lovely the hideous Face ofthe pre- 
tended Reformation. But, ſays he, there are two dis 
ftindt Parts in the Hiſtery of it, the one Ecclehaſtical, 
the other Political ; the firſt built on Scripture, Anti- 
qaity, and the Rights of particular Churches ; the other 
on ſuch Maxims as are common to Stateſmen at all 7, mes, 
and in all Churches, who labour to turn all Revolutions 
and Changes to their own Advantage. 

But why might not her Highneſs conftder it her 
own way, which is that of Nature, in the Cauſes 
which produc'd it, and the Effeds which it produc'd ; 
though I doubt not but ſhe confider'd it his way too, 
becauſe a Child could not have miſt it, that very Di- 
ſtintion being inſerted into the Hiſtory by the Au- 
thor himſelf. Now the immediate Caule which pro- 
duc'd the Separation of Z7arry the Eighth from the 
Church of Rome, was the refuſal of the Pope to grant 
him a Divorce from his firſt Wite, and to "ratifa his 
Deſires in a Diſpenſation for a ſecond Marriage.” Nei- 
ther the Anſwerer, nor, nor any Man, can carry it 
ſo high as the original Cauſe with any certainty : for 
the King only knew whether 1t was Conſcience and 
Love, or Love alone, which mov'd him to ſue for a 
Divorce : But this we may ſay, that if Conſcience had 
any part in it, ſhe had taken a long Nap of almoſt 
Tweaty years together before ſhe awaken'd, and 
perhaps had flept on till Doomſday, it Anne Bullen, or 
ſome other fair Lady, had not given her a Jog ; ſo 
the fatistying of an inordinate and a brutal Paſſion 
cannot be deny'd to have had a great ſhare at leaſt, in 
the production of that Schiſm which led the very 


way to our pretended Reformation : tor breaking the 
Unity 
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Unity of Chri/t's Church was the Foundation of it. 

[ pais over the manner of thoſe firſt Proceedings, 
and the Degrees by which they came to terminate 1n 
Schifm, though I doubt not bur her Highneſs was 
lufficiently ſcandaliz'd in both, and could not allo 
bt obſerve fone of the concomitant Caules, as Re- 
venge, Ambition, and Covetou:nels ; all which, and 
others, drew with a ſtrong Biaſs towards it. But the 
immediate Effects even of this Schiſm, were Sacrt- 
ledge, and a bloody Perſecution of ſuch as deny'd the 
King's Supremacy in Matters wholly Spiritual, which 
no:Layman, no King of 7ſrael! ever Exercis'd, as is 
obſerv'd by my Lord Herbert. As for the Reforma 
tion it ſelt, what that produc'd is full as obvious in 
the Sequel of Hiſtory, where we find, that Chante- 
ries and Hoſpitals undevour'd by ZZenry the Eighth, 
were'lelt only to be Morſels for Edward the Sixth, 
or rather for his Miniſters of State ; and the Reaſon 
was given, That the Revenues of them were truitleſly 


| ſpent on thoſe who ſaid Prayers for the Dead. Now 


this was as naturally produc'd trom the Reformation, 
as an Effect is from the Caule ; ſo. that as it is ob- 
ſerv'd by ſome, had that young King Reign'd any 
confiderable time longer, the Church of England had 
been leſt the pooreſÞof any one 19 ChilftienIomn - the 
rich Bithoprick of DPureſme having been much re- 
trench d'by*him, and 'tis probable thoſe of Rocheſter 
and V/2/tminſter. Harry the Eighth had indeed eaten 
ſo much of the Churches Bread out of his Son's 
Mouti betorehand, that even Calvin complains of it 
in a Letter to Crarmer, (concerning the paucity of 
g00d Paſtors in Exgland | in theſe words : Vnum aper- 
rum ob[taculum eſſe intellizo quod prada expojiti ſunt 
Fecleſtz redditus ; Ont open vijtacle [ find to this, , he 
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meaneth the increaſe of good Paſtors) is, 7hat your 
Church Revenues are expos'd to Rapine. ; 

Beſides theſe things, what an Ulurpation this change 
of Religion caus'd, is moſt notorious ; that of the 
Lady Fane Gray being evidently grounded on the 
Teſtament of Edward the Sixth, by which ſhe was 
made his Succeſlor, becauſe ſhe was of the Protc- 
ſtant Religion. 

As for the Title of Queen Elizabeth to the Crown, 
the Hiſtories lie open, and I ſhall not be over forward 
to meddle with the Rights of Princes, eipecially ſince 
the Anſwerer has avoided that Diſpute. *T1s enough 
in general to ſay, that her Intereſt carry'd her a- 
oainſt the Pope, whoſe Power, it good, ſhe was llle- 
gitimate: She had alſo been inforny] by the Fnz11/þ 
Reſident at Rome, that the Pope expected ſhe ſhow 
acknowledge her Crown trom 11m, an not take up- 
on her to be Queen without his i-ave. Theſe were 
ſtrong Solicitations in a new un{c:iled Succelſion, tor 
her to ſhake oft a Religion, whereof his Holineſs is 
Head on Earth. What matter of Conſcience was 1n 
the caſe, I ſay not, but her Temporal Intereſt ltes 
bare-fac'd and uppermoſt to view, in realluming ot 
the Supremacy, and . to make the.Breach yet wider ) 
in ſubverting the Foundations of the Faith. For the 
Aftront is the ſame to turn round a mans Hat, and to 
ftrike him on the Face ; but the advantage 1s the 
greater in a Juſty Blow. 

But the Handle by which our Anſwerer would 
have the Reformation taken, 1s not by the Caves and 
EfkeQs, the Means and Management, and inveed the 
whole Serics of Hiſtory ; , theſe are notizing to con- 
cern his preſent Enquiry , though they rars'd fuca 
Scruples in the Duchels, and will Co in any other 
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conſcientious Reader x, he will have the Reformation 
, that is, in the Political part 
of it, and the Ecclefiattical. Now the Political part 
(if you obſerve him) he gives tor gone at the firſt 
daſh ; 7t was grounded ( he ſays) on ſuch Maxims as are 
common to Stateſmen at all Times, and in all Churches, 
who labour to turn all Revolutions and Changes to their 
own Advantage. 

That js, *tis common for Stateſmen to be Atheiſts 
at the bottom ; To be ſeemingly of that Religion 
which-is moſt for their Intereſt ; To cruſh and ruine 
thag from which they have no future proſpect of Ad- 
vantage, and to joyn with its moſt inveterate Ene- 
mies, without conſideration of their King's Intereſt ; 
and this was the Caſe of the Duke of Somerſet. All 
which together amounts to this, That 'tis no matter 
by what Means a Reformation be compalgd, by what 


" Inſtruments it be brought to paſs, or with whar 


Deſign, though all theſe be never ſo ungodly, *tis 
enough if the Reformation it ſelf be made by the Le- 


_ giſlative Power of the Land. The matter of Fact then 


15 given up,only tis fac'd with Recriminations ; That 
Alexander the Sixth (for example) was as wicked a 
Pope as \King Henry was a King : As if any Catho- 
lic deny'd that God Almighty, for Cauſes beſt 
known to his Divine Wiſdom, has not ſometimes 
permitted impious Men to fit in that ſupream Sear, 
and even to intrude into it by unlawtul Means. That 
Alexander the Sixth was one of the worſt of Men, I 
freely grant, which is more then I can in Conſcience 
ſay of Henry the Eighth, who had great and Kingly 
Vertues mingled with his Vices. That the Duke of 
Somerſet rais'd his Eſtate out of Church Lands, our 
Author excuſes no other ways than by retorting. that 


Popes 
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Popes are accuſtonv4 to do the like in conſideration 
of their Nephews, whom they would greaten. 
But though *ris a wicked thing tor a Pope to mil- 
pend the Church Revenues on his Relations, 'tis to be 
conlider'd he is a Secular Prince, and may as layw- 
tully give out of his Temporal Incomes what he 
pleaſes to his Favourite, as another Prince to his, 
But as our Author charges this Miſcarriage home 
_ upon ſome late Popes ot the tormer, and the preſent 

Age; fol hope he will exempt his preſent Holineſs 
from that Note. No Common Father of God's 
Church, from St. Peter even to him, having ever 
been more bountiful, in expending his Revenues for 
the Detence of Chri/tendom ; or leſs intereſſed, in re- 
ſpect of his Relations, whom he has neither greatn'd, 
nor ſo much as ſuffer'd to enter into the leaſt Admini- 
ſtration of the Government. - 

But, after all, what have theſe Examples to do 
with this Ladies Converſion ? Why, our Author 
pretends that theſe bad Popes, and their ill Proceed- 
ings, ought as reaſonably to have hindred the Du- 
cheſs from entring into the Catholic Church, as the 
like Proceedings under Henry the Eighth, Edward 
the Sixth, and Queen Elizabeth, might move her 
Highneſs to leave the Proteſtant. 

The Subject in hand was the Pretended Ketor- 
mation ; The Ducheſs obſerv'd the ſcandalous and 
abominable Effects of it ; that an inordinate Luſt 
was one principal Cauſe of the Separation; that the 
Reformation it ſelt was begun by worldly Intereſts 
in the Duke of Somerſet, and carried on by the 
Ambition of Queen Elzzabeth. Have the Exam- 
ples produc'd by our Author on the contrary fide 
any thing to do with a ai Suppoſe in 
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the firſt place, that ſhe had never read nor heard 
any of thoſe things concerning Pope Alexander, 
or the advancing of Nephews by profuſion of the 
Church-Treaſure ; the firſt is very poſſible, and 
ſhe might interpret candidly the latrer. But make 
the worſt of it; on the one ſide there was only a 
Male-adminiſtration-ot a ſettled Government, from 
which no State, cither Spiritual or Temporal, can 
always be exempt ; on the other ſide, here is a total 
Subverſion of the Old Church in England, and the 
ſctting up a New ; a changing of receiv'd Doctrines, 
and the Direction of God's Holy Spirit pretended for 
the Change ; ſo that ſhe might reaſonably judge, 
that the Holy Ghoſt had little to do with the Pra- 
ftices of ill Popes, without thinking the worſe of 
the Eſtabliſh'd Faith : bur ſhe could never ſee a new 
one erefted on the Foundations ot Luſt, Sacrilege, 
and Ulurpation, without great Scruples whether the 


- Spirit of God were aſſiſting in thoſe Councils. 


As for his Method of Enquiry, Whether there was 
not a ſuficient Canſe for the Reformation in the 
Church? Whether the Church of England had not ſuf- 
ficient Anthority to reform it ſelf? and, Whether the + 
Proceedings of the Reformation were not juſtifiable by 
the Rules of Scripture and the Ancient Church 2 | may 
{ately joyn Iſſue with him upon ail three Points, and 
conclude in the Negative. That there was no ſuffici- 
ent Cauſe to reform the Church in Matters of Faith, 
becauſe there neither were, nor can be, any ſuch 
Errours embrac'd and own'd by it. The Church of 
England has no Authority of Reforming her ſelf,\ 
becauſe the Doctrine of Chriſt cannot be reformed, 
aor a National Synod lawtully make any Definitions 
in Matters of Faith, contrary to the Judgment 
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of the Church Univerſal of the preſent Age, ſhewn 
in her Public Liturgies ; that Judgment being equi- 
valent to that of a General Council of the preſent 
Age. And for the third Point, The Procceedings ot 
the Reformation were not juſtifiable by the Rule of 
Scripture, according to the right Interpretation of it 
by the Fathers and Councils, which are the true 
Judges of it ; nor, conſequently, by the Rules of the 
Ancient Church. But Ca/vin's Excuſe muſt be your 
laſt Refuge, Nos diſceſtonem a toto mundo facere co- 
atti ſamus : We are compell'd to forſake the Commus- 
nion, or to ſeparate from all the Churches of the 
World. | 

Theſe { ſays our Author ) ſhe confeſſes were But 
Scruples. According to his mannerly way of argu- 
ing with the King, I might ask him, 7heſe what ? 
Do's he mean, theſe Seruples were but Scruples? For 
the Word (zheſe) begins a Paragraph. But I am 
aſham'd of playing the Pedant, as he has done. I ſup- 
poſe he means theſe Paſſages of ZZeylyn only rais'd 
ſome Scruples in her, which occaſion'd her to ex- 
amine the Points in difference by the Holy Scripture. 
And now (ſays he) ſhe was in the right way for Sa- 


tisfation, provided fhe made uſe of the beſt Helps. 


and Means for under(tanding it, and took in the Aſſr- 
ſtance of her Spiritual Guides. # 

That ſhe did take in thoſe Guides, is manifeſt by 
her own Papers; though both of them (the more 
the pity) did but help to miſlead her into the Ene- 
mies Country : But then, for our comtort, neither 
of them were true Church of Ezg/and Men, though 
they were both Biſhops, and one of them no leſs than 
Primate of All Eyg/and. 
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And now for a reliſhing bit before we riſe, he has 
kept in ſtore for us, the tour Points, which abour 
the midſt of her Paper, the Ducheſs told us, ſhe 
tound ſo eaſe in the Scripture, that ſhe wondered 
ſhe had been fo long without finding them. He 
will needs fall into D:ſpute with her about them, 
tho he knows betore hand, that ſhe will not Dil- 
pute with him. This is a kind of Petition to her, 
that ſhe will permit him to make that difficult, 
which ſhe found caſfie: for every thing becomes 
hard by chopping Logic upon it. I am ſure enough, 
that the Wall betore me 1s White, and that I can go 
to it : but put me once upon unriddling Sophiſms, 
I ſhall not be ſatisfied of what colour the Wall is, 
nor how 'tis poſlible for me to ſtir from the place in 
which lam. Alas, 1t People would be as much in 
earneſt as ſhe was, and read the Scriptures with the 
ſame diſpoſition, the ſame unprejudic'd fincerity in 
their Hearts, and docility in their Underſtanding, 
ſceking to bend their Judgments to what they find, 
not what they find to their Judgments, more I be- 
lieve would find things as eaſe as ſhe did, and pive 
the Anſwerer more trequent occaſion for his derifion 
of a willing mind. 

But not* to dilate on that matter, I preſume he 
will not/ pretend by his Diſputing, to make any 
thing plainly appear againſt her : It he can, let him 
doit, andend Controverfie in a moment ; for every 
one can {ce piain things, and all Chriſtians muſt be 
concluded by the Scripture. But he knows well e- 
nough there 1s no ſuch thing to be pertorm'd. A 
Miſt may be raiſed, and interpoſed, through which 
the Eye ſhall not diſcern what otherwiſe it would, 
it nothing but the due medium were betwixt, and 
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the Object before it. And that is all the fruit of this 
ſort of Diſputation, and all the Aſſiſtance, for which 
the Anſwerer was ſo earneſt. Upon the whole, his 
mortal quarrel to the Ducheſs, 1s, that ſhe would 
not become an Experiment of the perfe&tion to 
which the Art of Learned Obſcurity 1s improv'd in 
this our Age. And the Honour he has done to the 
Church of England, is, that he has us'd her Name 
to countenince the Defamation of a Lady, I 
ſuſpected whether he would bring it, when I ſaw 
that Honour pretended, in the beginning of his 
Pamphlet : It he thinks his Biſhops have retle&ed a 
Scandal on his Church by their Diſcourſes with the 
Ducheſs, he ought to have proceeded a more reaſo- 
nable way, than to infinuate that ſhe forg'd them, 
' witout proving it. It ſhe had been living, and he 
had ſubſcrib'd tis Name to ſo infamous a Libell, he 
knows the Engliſh of a Scandalum Magnatum ; tor an 
Iunuends is conſidered in that caſe: and three inds> 
rect inſinuations, will go as far in Law, towards the 
giving a downright Lie, as three Foils will go to- 
wards a Fall in Wraſtling. 

To Conclude, I leave it to the Judgment ot the 
Imparttal Reader, what occaſion our Anſwerer has 
had for his Song of Triumph at the end of his Scur- 
rilous, Sawcy Pamphlet; I have treated him as 
| one ſingle Anſwerer, tho' properly ſpeaking his 
Name is Leg/o# ; but rho the Body be poſlefied with 
many evil Spirits, 'tis bat one of them who talks; 
let him diſguiſe his deteat by the ringing of his 
Bells : *T'was an old Dutch Pollicy when the Duke 
had beaten them to make Bonfires, tor that kept 
the Populice in Hcart. Our Author knows he has 


all the Common People on his fide, and they only 
read 
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read the Gazetrs of their own Writers; ſo that 
every thing which 1s called an Anſwer 15 with them 
a Contutation, and the Turk and Pope are their 
Sworn Enemies ever. ſince Robin Wiſdom was In- 
ſpir'd to joyn 'em together in a Godly Ballad : 

In the mean time the Spirit of Meekneſs and Hum- 
ble Charity would. become our Author better than 
his boaſts tor this Amaginary Vidtory, or his Re- 
flections upon Gods Anointed ; but it is the leſs to 
be admir'd that he is ſuch a Stranger tothat Spirit, 
becauſe, among all the Volumes of Divinity writ- 
ten by. the Proteſtants, there is not one Original 
Treatiſe, at leaſt, that I have ſeen, or heard of, 
which has handled diſtintly and by it ſelf, that Chri- 
ſtian Vertue of. Humulity. 
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